
THE GREATEST SHOW
WEEK 2

WE’RE BACK FOR WEEK 2 OF THIS SERIES

BIG IDEA
You are forgiven.

BIBLE
Ephesians 2v4-10; Romans 8v1; John 

3v16-17

WHAT?

POLL: Which of the following would you be most likely to fail at?

INSTRUCTIONS: You can conduct this poll in a very informal and
unscienti�c way with just the raising of some hands, but if you'd like to make
this poll more involved, you certainly can. Create a live digital poll with a
service like polleverywhere.com or keep things analog and use a large white
board to tally your results. 
Last week, we talked a lot about the circus. I could ask you about what
circus act you'd be awesome at, but I thought it would be more fun to ask
what you think you'd be totally terrible at. So what's your vote? If you had to
join the circus, would you be most likely to fail at 1) taming lions, 2)
swinging on the trapeze, 3) getting shot out of a cannon, 4) singing and
dancing, The-Greatest- Showman-style, or 5) being a clown. 
Why would you be so terrible at it? Let's hear some of your reasons! Let a
few students respond. 

VIDEO: Epic Fails



Performers are under a ton of pressure. I'm sure they do their best to avoid
messing up and making fools of themselves, especially now that social
media can make anyone's most embarrassing moment go completely
viral. Like these . . . 
INSTRUCTIONS: Choose a video of one of your favorite epic fails or a
compilation of several that your students will enjoy. You might try a video of
Mariah Carey's New Year's Eve Performance or these track hurdle fails, for
example. 

TALK: WE’RE TALKING ABOUT IDENTITY

Sometimes when we mess up, it feels like the world is ending—or we wish
it would. When we make a big mistake, we might start to call ourselves
names like, “failure,” “screw up,” or “loser.” When we're guilty or ashamed
about what we've done or failed to do, the way we talk to ourselves, and
about ourselves, is sometimes even worse than the way our biggest
enemies would even talk about us. 
When we screw up, it's easy to beat ourselves up. It's easy to let our
biggest failures de�ne us. It's easy to confuse something we did with who
we are. 

SO WHAT?

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story (or have another adult or student tell a story)
about a time when, as a middle schooler or high schooler, you (or someone
you know) made a mistake and then let the shame from that mistake de�ne
you—at least for a while. 
Can you relate? Have you ever felt so stuck in your mess-ups that you let it
de�ne you? Have you ever felt so guilty about a mistake you made that you
let it consume you? 

STORY: Talk about a time you struggled to forgive yourself for a mis

DISCUSSION: How do you usually react when you've made a big mis



WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT YOU

When you make a mistake, do you get over it pretty quickly? Or do you beat
yourself up about it? 
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss with the person next
to them. 

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2v4-8

While it can be easy to get stuck on our own shortcomings sometimes,
Scripture is clear that you are not de�ned by your mess-ups, mistakes, or
sins. When we sin, we can, and should, feel guilt and shame over what we
did. But through Jesus, our sins don't have to de�ne us. Through Jesus,
our mistakes might be something we did in the past, but they don't have to
de�ne who we are now. 
Last week, we looked at a number of things that God says about us in the
pages of The Bible. God says we're loved, chosen, accepted, and made in
God's images, for starters. But today I want to show you something else
that God says you are. And this is important. What God says about you
matters because, like we said last week, believing what God says about
you can rede�ne who you are.
I want to read you something from the book of Ephesians, which is a book
of the Bible written by a man named Paul. Paul's story is pretty intense.
You see, before Paul met Jesus, chose to follow him, and had his entire life
turned upside down by God, Paul did some incredibly shameful things.
Before Paul met Jesus, Paul was actually working to have followers of
Jesus killed. 
We've all made some pretty big mistakes, but murdering people because
of their faith in God is about as serious of a sin as you can commit. If
anyone had reason to feel de�ned by, or stuck in, their sins, it was Paul.
And yet, here's what he wrote . . . 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2v4-8. 
Paul's message to us is this: there is no sin God can't forgive, and no sinner
God can't save. 
When we mess up, God isn’t thinking, “Oh man, I can’t wait to show the
whole world how badly they messed up!” No way! God is for us. God



stands by us. God looks at us—at you—and says, "You are . . . "

QUESTION: What does God say you are?

Give your students a chance to respond. Listen for and a�rm the response,
"forgiven." 
Through Jesus, God has offered forgiveness to every single one of us. Not
because of what we have done, but because of what He has done for us. 

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2v8-10

These next few verses emphasize this for us. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2v8-10. 
You are a work of art. That's exactly what God has called you. You are
God's handiwork. I know it may not always feel like you are worthy of that
title, especially when you've really messed up. But remember, our perfect
Creator created you. God looked at you, God's creation, and said, "That's
very, very good." 
And even though we will mess up, just like Scripture tells us we will and
just like we know from our own experience, we also have access to God's
forgiveness. 
We may have messed up that beautiful image of God in us, but God says
even the dead, rotting, most horrible parts of our hearts can be brought
back to life in Jesus. 
Thanks to God's incredible grace, we don't have to be de�ned by our
biggest failures. 

SCRIPTURE: Romans 8v1

The book of Romans is another book written by Paul. Listen to what Paul
says here. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Romans 8v1. 
If you belong to Jesus, Paul writes, there is no condemnation for you. The
punishment, judgment, and separation from God that we deserve because
of our sins gets taken away through Jesus. That's amazing. That's such a
gift. 



GOD SAYS YOU'RE FORGIVEN

When we've failed in the biggest ways, embarrassed ourselves, hurt the
people we love, and found ourselves consumed with shame and guilt, God
looks at us and says, "Hey. You are loved." But then God goes even one
step further. 
When we are at our worst—when we're broken, sinful, ugly, and unlovable,
God says, “Your sins don't have to de�ne you. Through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, you can have a new identity. Through Jesus, you are
forgiven.”

NOW WHAT?

ACTIVITY: Who I Was, Who I Am

INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, be sure your small groups have
sheets of paper and markers for every student in their groups. 
Like we've read today, Jesus came to give us a new life—one that's not
de�ned by our sin, but that's de�ned by God's forgiveness. 
Without Jesus, we are de�ned by our sin and mistakes. But with Jesus, we
are given a new identity. 
When you get to your small groups, I want you to think about what this
identity change has looked like, or could look like, for you. You're going to
get a simple sheet of paper and a marker. On one side of the paper, I want
you to write who you were when you let your sin and mistakes de�ne you.
On the other side, I want you to write who you are now that you let Jesus
de�ne you. Maybe you used to let anger de�ne you, but with Jesus you're
learning patience. Maybe you used to be insecure, afraid, or empty, but
now Jesus has helped you become con�dent, brave, or ful�lled. 
If you're still not sure what you think about Jesus or this forgiveness stuff
just yet, that's okay. Here's what I want you to do. On one side of the paper,
write the sin, mistake, or failure you're letting de�ne you right now. On the
other side, write who you hope to become instead of someone who is
de�ned by that mistake. If you're struggling with a tendency to gossip or
tease or bully, write that down; on the other side, you might write about



kindness, gentleness, or compassion. Whatever big mistake or
shortcoming stood out to you as we talked today, write it down. That could
be the very thing God wants to work on in your life, if you'll let Him. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Provide a personal example by creating your own "Who I
Was, Who I Am" paper, based on the story you told earlier in your teaching
time. 

REFLECTION: Do you believe you're forgiven?

As we wrap things up today, here's the question I want you to think about
and re�ect on: if you know Jesus, do you believe you're forgiven? And if
you don't know Jesus, do you believe you can be forgiven? 
When you choose to believe what God says about you—that your sins don't
have to de�ne you and that you are made new through Jesus—it changes
the things you believe about yourself. But that change won't happen until
you choose to believe it and then do something about it. 
I know the feelings of guilt and shame are powerful. They can be helpful as
long as they are pushing us to turn away from our sins and mistakes and
turn to Jesus instead. But they can be damaging when we refuse to act on
them and, instead, let guilt and shame control us and keep us stuck in a
life of sin and defeat. 
So this week, here's what I want you to know, to believe, and to remember:
if you know Jesus, you are forgiven. And if you don't yet know him,
forgiveness is available to you right now. A new way of living is available to
you. With Jesus, you are forgiven. So go live like it.


