
THE GREATEST SHOW
WEEK 3

WE’RE BACK FOR WEEK 3 OF THIS SERIES

BIG IDEA

You have purpose.

WHAT?

POLL

 INSTRUCTIONS: You can conduct this poll in a very informal and
unscienti�c way with just the raising of some hands, but if you'd like to make
this poll more involved, you certainly can. Create a live digital poll with a
service like polleverywhere.com or keep things analog and use a large white
board to tally your results. 
Last week, we talked about some epic fails. Today I thought we could start
by talking about some embarrassing moments. First, I need �ve
suggestions for the most embarrassing thing that could possibly happen
to you. Then we'll vote on which one we think is the most embarrassing.
Let a few students respond, then vote. 

QUESTION: Embarrassing story?

Have you ever done something so embarrassing you wished you could just
disappear? Have you ever had a moment so embarrassing, it seemed like
time stood still? A time where the words that were coming out of your



mouth felt like they were being said in slow motion? A moment where
every person in the vicinity was laughing at you? 
Is anyone here brave enough to share a thirty-second story about a
moment like this? 
Let a few students share with the group. 

WE’RE TALKING ABOUT IDENTITY

Thankfully, there are some embarrassing stories that we can eventually
begin to laugh about together. Most of the time, it takes a while to recover
from a truly embarrassing moment. Sometimes, if we're honest, a moment
is so embarrassing that we never actually get the courage to share it, let
alone laugh about it. 
But it's not always something we've done that we're embarrassed about, is
it? Sometimes we get embarrassed by who we are. Whether it's our bodies,
our abilities, or our personalities, sometimes we �nd ourselves feeling
insigni�cant, small, insecure, and like we're simply not enough. 

SO WHAT?

STORY

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story (or have another adult or student tell a story)
about a time when, as a middle schooler or high schooler, you passed on an
opportunity to try something, go somewhere, or talk to someone because
you felt insecure or were afraid you might disappoint yourself or others.
Share how that incident, and your feelings of insecurity, shaped your
understanding of your identity. 

IMAGE: Lettie Lutz from The Greatest Showman

Too often, we let our identity get wrapped up in what other people think
about us. 
We've been talking a lot about the circus, so I want to introduce you to a
character from the movie The Greatest Showman who, I think, can relate to



WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT YOU

this conversation we're having today. If you've seen the movie, I'm sure you
know her. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Show an image of Lettie Lutz on screen. 
This is Lettie Lutz, one of the performers, also known as "The Bearded
Lady." In the movie, P.T. Barnum discovers her and her incredible singing
voice because she's absentmindedly singing while she's at work. Lettie is
incredibly talented, but because of her appearance, she is living in fear,
insecurity, and insigni�cance, completely ignoring her incredible gift. 

REFLECTION: What are your biggest insecurities?

You may not be The Bearded Lady, but I'm going to guess you've struggled
before with insecurity. 
Whether it’s an insecurity about your body, your family, your abilities, your
personality, or your social standing, I'm sure we could all identify at least
one thing that made us feel insecure. 
Without naming anything out loud, take a second and name at least one
insecurity you're currently holding onto. Got it? Now keep that in mind as
we continue to talk.

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 139v1-16

For the last couple of weeks, we've been saying that it is so important for
us to hear and understand what God says about us. Unfortunately, we all
know how to let the opinions of others de�ne us, but we don't always know
how to let God's opinions of us de�ne and shape our identities. 
But if we're going to let someone tell us who we are, don't you think that
Someone should be God, our Creator? I sure do, so let's take a look at what
our Creator thinks about you and me. 
You may know a thing or two about a guy named King David from the
Bible. He's the author of the passage we're about to read. It's from the
book of Psalms, which is a collection of songs and poems written to, for,
and about God. 



GOD SAYS YOU HAVE PURPOSE

INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 139v1-16. If time allows, we recommend
reading the passage slowly, up to three times in a row, encouraging your
students to listen and re�ect while you read. 
I don't know about you, but reading this passage makes it kind of di�cult
for me to feel insecure or afraid. God, the Creator of the universe, knows
me! God designed me. God knit me together. God's always with me. God
knows every single thing about me and loves me just as I am. Why should I
be worried about my awkwardness, my shortcomings, or my insecurities
when the God of the universe has designed me so carefully and lovingly? 
And I'm not just talking about me, of course. All of this is true for you as
well. You are His creation. God didn't make a single mistake when God
created you. 

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2v8-10

INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2:8-9. 
One thing I love about this passage is that Paul, the author, makes it clear
that there is no amount of work or quality of performance that could make
God love us anymore than God already does. The opposite is true too. Our
failure to perform or achieve doesn't make us any less loved in God’s eyes!
Isn’t that a relief? Our insecurities often leave us feeling so afraid of losing
the love or attention of others, but God reminds us here that nothing could
make us lose God's love or attention. 
But then Paul goes on to say this . . .
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2v10.
We are God's masterpiece. God's handiwork. Created for a purpose. And
it's that purpose that I want us to really think about today. Because it's true:
as God's creation, you have purpose. 

NOW WHAT?

VIDEO: "This Is Me" Lyric Video



We've talked already today about how our insecurities can cause us to live
small lives in the shadows, out of the spotlight, away from the eyes of
others where we can't disappoint anyone—including ourselves. Sure,
maybe that feels safe. But when we live that way, like Lettie Lutz, we miss
out on a bigger purpose for our lives. 
Lettie had an incredible gift to share with the world: her voice and her story.
But until Barnum came along, she was too afraid and insecure to lean into
her purpose. It took someone telling her she was loved unconditionally,
with a gift to give to the world, to help her discover her purpose. But watch
what happens when she does . . . 
INSTRUCTIONS: Play a video of the song "This Is Me." You might play this
lyric video or one of the many live performances from the cast. 
I just love that chorus: "When the sharpest words wanna cut me down, I'm
gonna send a �ood, gonna drown them out. I am brave, I am bruised, I am
who I'm meant to be. This is me." 
The good news for Lettie Lutz is that she does �nd her purpose. By the end
of the movie, she no longer is ashamed or afraid, but lives with security in
her identity as someone who is loved and has a purpose. And her purpose
is to share her voice with the world. 

REFLECTION: Do you believe you have purpose?

As we wrap things up today, here's the question I want you to think about
and re�ect on: do you believe you have a purpose? And if so, do you know
what it is? 
Just like we've seen from the character of Lettie Lutz, the words of King
David, and the words of the apostle Paul, you do have a purpose. 
Lettie's purpose was to �nd her voice and then use it. I think your purpose
and mine is pretty similar. It starts by discovering who God created you to
be, with all the gifts, talents, interests, and quirks that God has given you.
And then I think it's about taking those gifts and using them to be a part of
something bigger than yourself. 
Kind of like how Lettie found her purpose bringing hope and joy to others
through Barnum's circus, God's purpose for you and me is to use our
voices to share hope and joy with the world around us. 
The good news of Jesus is something we talk about here within these
walls, but part of our purpose is to take the message of Jesus into the



world around us. This is the great work we were created for—to �nd our
gifts given to us by God and then use them to share God's story! 
So this week, here's what I want you to know, to believe, and to remember:
you were created on purpose, for a purpose, by a God who loves you
desperately. You have gifts. You have a voice. You have purpose. So go
live like it.


