
THE GREATEST SHOW
WEEK 4

WE’RE WRAPPING UP THIS SERIES

BIG IDEA
You belong.

BIBLE
Mark 1v16-20; John 1v12-13I 

Corinthians 12v12-27

WHAT?

VIDEO: The Trailer for The Greatest Showman

INSTRUCTIONS: Give a brief overview of the movie or if you have someone
on your team who can do a decent imitation of the guy who voices movie
trailers, you might have them read the o�cial movie synopsis . . . 
"Orphaned, penniless but ambitious and with a mind crammed with
imagination and fresh ideas, the American Phineas Taylor Barnum will
always be remembered as the man with the gift to effortlessly blur the line
between reality and �ction. Thirsty for innovation and hungry for success,
the son of a tailor will manage to open a wax museum but will soon shift
focus to the unique and peculiar, introducing extraordinary, never-seen-
before live acts on the circus stage. Some will call Barnum's wide
collection of oddities, a freak show; but to those in the circus, this is where
they belong." (IMDB) 

TALK: WE’RE TALKING ABOUT IDENTITY

For the last few weeks, we've been using this theme of the circus to
explore the topic of identity and what God has to say about it—about who



we are and who we're meant to be. 
First, as we looked at what God has to say, we learned that you are loved.
Next, we did a little more digging and learned that, more than just being
loved, through Jesus you are forgiven. And then last week, we took that a
step further and discovered that, according to your Creator, you have a
purpose. 
So far, all of these conversations we've been having about your identity
have been mostly about you and God. That's important, but—well—it's not
the whole picture. You don't develop an identity in a vacuum-sealed
container with just you, your Bible, and no outside interaction. Other people
play a pretty big role in the formation of your identity. That's how God
designed it to work.

QUESTION: Who would you recruit to join our circus?

To illustrate this idea, here's a question. Let's imagine we were planning to
put on the greatest circus in the history of circuses, but we needed to
recruit just a few more people to help make it happen. Who would you
recruit? 
Give a few students a chance to respond. You can look for speci�c
celebrities who have a talent to contribute, or you can look for suggestions
for types of people to recruit, like an acrobat, or clown, or �re dancer. 
Okay, those are great responses. And yes, I agree. These are all people who
have talents that could de�nitely be used for our circus, so it makes sense
to recruit them. If we were planning our own circus, that's exactly the
approach we should have. It's not like we would think, "You know who we
need? A banker! A librarian! My uncle Jeff!" No. If you're trying to build the
world's best team, you're going to recruit the world's best people for the
job. 

TALK

Now, I don't know about you (maybe you're a lot more secure in your
identity than I am), but whenever there's a conversation about who's the
best, or who's getting picked, or who's invited . . . I get a little nervous. Can
anyone relate to that? 



WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT YOU

We talked last week about how we all are designed uniquely and with a
purpose, and that's great, but when you get right down to it, I'll be honest: I
don't want to be left out! I want to be in the club. I want to get picked. I
want to be invited. And as it turns out, God has a few things to say about
that. 

SO WHAT?

STORY: Talk about a time you really wanted to belong.

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story (or have another adult or student tell a story)
about a time when, as a middle schooler or high schooler, you were really
desperate to belong. Maybe you did something a little crazy or out-of-
character in order to �t in, be accepted, or pass some sort of initiation. The
purpose of your story should be to illustrate that we all want to belong
somewhere, and will sometimes go to great lengths in order to be
accepted. 

DISCUSSION: Ever done something drastic? 

Have you ever done something drastic in order to be accepted by
others? What happened?
Turn to the people next to you and share what happened. 
Give your students a few moments to share with the people next to them.

SCRIPTURE: Mark 1v16-20

We all want to be accepted. We all want to be liked. We all want to belong
to a community of people. That's not a �aw—that's how God designed us.
Even Jesus, when he walked here on earth, understood the importance of



having a community of people around you. In the book of Mark, we read a
little bit about how Jesus started building that community. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Mark 1v16-20. 
Kind of like that circus exercise we just did, Jesus is building his team. He's
recruiting his cast of characters. Now, we know that Jesus' job was much
more signi�cant than putting on a show or organizing a circus. Jesus'
mission was the most important thing that has ever taken place in the
history of humanity. So when Jesus was assembling his team, it makes
sense that he would recruit the most intelligent, most talented, most
accomplished people for the job, right? Uh, no. 
These guys Jesus recruited were �shermen. That means they were
probably about your age, uneducated, not wealthy, and not anything
special. They weren't the best of the best. They were the rejected, the
forgotten, and the outcasts. And yet these are the men Jesus invited to be
a part of his inner circle? What?  

DISCUSSION: Jesus' choices

Why do you think Jesus chose the speci�c people he chose to be his
disciples? 
Give your students a few moments to share with the people next to them. 

TALK

Jesus, you see, was a Rabbi, a religious teacher. In those days, young men
everywhere aspired to be a Rabbi. But in order to ever become a Rabbi, you
�rst had to be chosen as a young boy by an already established Rabbi who
was willing to teach you. These young men who became Jesus' disciples
had missed that window of opportunity. They knew they were destined for
an average life of catching �sh . . . that is, until Jesus showed up and
invited them to join him.
I think this is why I like this movie The Greatest Showman so much. I can
see so many parallels to Jesus and the way he loves us, cares for us, and
gives us a shot. Just like P.T. Barnum chose the mis�ts over the all-stars,
Jesus chose average everyday people to be a part of his mission.
Jesus didn't care if these �shermen had any special talents. He just
wanted to know if they were willing to follow him. He didn't make them



pass a test or prove their worth. He simply offered them a place to belong .
. . and they took it.
This offer wasn't exclusive to Jesus' disciples though. Following Jesus and
joining his family wasn't a one-time exclusive deal. Today (just like it
happened two thousand years ago when Jesus walked here on earth)
when we choose to follow Jesus, we join a community where everyone is
unique, but everyone is bonded by the same thing: our love for the God we
follow and a commitment to being a part of His work.

SCRIPTURE: John 1v12-13

But this community is more than just a social club. This community we're
talking about (the Church) is a family. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 1v12-13. 
This, God tells us, is where you belong. You are God's child. You belong
with God and God's family. And you are brought into that family, along with
the rest of us, by Jesus and for Jesus. In this family, no matter what you
look like, where you come from, or what you’ve done, God says, "Hey . . .
you belong."
This stands in direct opposition to what the rest of the world offers us.
Outside of God, we often have to earn our right to be included and invited.
We have to meet a standard, �t a mold, or earn our invitation. But not with
Jesus. He has built a family of mis�ts, made worthy by his unconditional
love. 
As our Creator, God understands that we �nd much of our identity in the
people we spend time with. That's why, when God tells us who we are, God
doesn't talk about us in isolation. Yes, you're loved. Yes, you're forgiven.
Yes, you have purpose. But you also belong—you belong to a family and a
Body that is far bigger than you could ever imagine. 

DISCUSSION: New people

When new people visit our church, how well do we make them feel like
they belong? 
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.
What kind of person do you think would feel most welcome coming here
for the �rst time? 



GOD SAYS YOU BELONG

Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.
What kind of person might be easily overlooked or ignored at our
church? 
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.

NOW WHAT?

TALK

There will be moments in your life when you will feel like an outcast. There
will be times when you feel like you’re different, or weird, or a reject. We all
feel that way from time to time—I promise. But when those moments
come (and they will), here is what I hope you hang onto: whether you've
said yes to Jesus yet or not, you already belong here. 
God's family is not perfect. It's made up of imperfect people who are just
doing the best they can. 
The church is a model of God's amazing love for us. It's the community
that reminds us whenever we've forgotten, "You are loved. You are
forgiven. You have purpose. And you belong." 
Yeah, the church does feel a little bit like a circus sometimes. But the
church—this family—is where you can discover that you belong. And as
you discover that you belong, I believe you'll have a better chance at
discovering who you are. 
I like to imagine this line from The Greatest Showman is something Jesus
might have said to his disciples once: "Every one of us is special, and
nobody is like anyone else. That's the point of my show. Because no one
ever made a difference by being like everyone else." 

DISCUSSION: Our gifts

If we think about our unique gifts, how can we use them to glorify God
and serve others? 
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.



Read 1 Corinthians 12v12-27 What does this passage teach us about
God's family?
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.
Why do you think diversity in the church is so important to God? 
Give your students a few minutes to share and discuss.

REFLECTION: Do you believe you belong?

We are all designed uniquely by our Creator. But together, we get to be a
part of the greatest show ever: showing the world who God is by loving
people well and pointing them back to God.
As we wrap things up today, here's the question I want you to think about
and re�ect on: do you believe you belong here? And not just here, in this
physical space, but to the greater family of God? 
As we close out this series on identity, there are a few things I hope you
know, believe, and remember. First of all, you are so loved. Second: in
Jesus, you're forgiven. Third, you have a purpose. And fourth, you belong.
That's who you are. Now go live like it.


