
FAMILY FEUD
WEEK 3

WE’RE BACK FOR WEEK 3 OF THIS SERIES

BIG IDEA
Honor God by honoring your parents.

BIBLE
Exodus 20v12; Proverbs 23v22; 

Colossians 3v20; 1 Peter 5v5

WHAT?

THIS WEEK, WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HONOR

Every family feuds. That's why we're in the middle of a series called Family
Feud! It's all about what to do (or not do) when your family starts feuding. 
All families are different, but they all have at least one thing in common:
every family is made up of imperfect people—and that includes you. 
Two weeks ago, we talked about how, when our families frustrate, annoy,
or maybe even hurt us, we have the opportunity to show them the same
patience that God shows us when we mess up. 
Last week, we talked about the power of forgiveness when our family
members hurt or offend us—even if they haven't asked for our forgiveness. 
I said that last week was a challenging subject for some of us, but I think
today's conversation is going to be challenging for all of us. Today we're
talking about honor.

QUESTION: 

What do you think of when you hear the word "honor"?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond, but don't
comment on any of their responses just yet.



HONOR HAS TO DO WITH VALUE

 
How would you de�ne the word "honor"?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond, but don't
comment on any of their responses just yet.

DISCUSSION

How well do you think your family members honor each other?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
How well do you think you honor your family members? 
Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

SO WHAT?

GOD GIVES ALL PEOPLE VALUE

In the Bible, to "honor" someone means to treat them according to their
true value. 
Honoring someone is a way to respond to the respect you already believe
they deserve. 
The Bible tells us that God gives people value in two ways . . . 

BY CREATING US: In the very �rst chapter of the Bible, we learn that
humanity was made by God, in the image of God. When God created the
�rst humans, God looked at them and called creation "very good." God
gives us value simply by creating us. But that's not the only way God
gives us value. 
BY PURCHASING US: When God came to the world in the form of a
human, Jesus gave his life in exchange for all of humanity. This sacri�ce
was costly—it cost our Creator his life. God gave us value by deciding
we were worth dying for. 

By this de�nition, I am valuable and therefore worthy of honor, you are
valuable and worthy of honor, and every single person you will ever meet is



DO MY PARENTS REALLY DESERVE RESPECT?

valuable and worthy of honor. 
But we're not going to talk today about honoring everyone we ever meet.
We could, but this is a series is about our families, so we're going to
narrow our focus. 
For the next few minutes, we're going to talk speci�cally about honoring
our parents or guardians.

DISCUSSION

Why do you think it's di�cult for people your age to honor their parents? 
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
When is it most di�cult for you to honor your parents?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

STORY: 

I know, I know. This probably isn't a subject you're looking forward to
talking about. Honoring our parents or guardians can be a challenge—
especially when we're teenagers. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story (or have another adult tell a story) about a time
when you struggled to honor your parents or guardians as a teenager.
Remember, this isn't a story about disobeying your parents (although
disobedience might be a part of it). This should be a story where you
dishonored your parents through your attitude, words, actions, or all of the
above. 
Maybe you can relate to that story. Maybe you've been in a position where
you've dishonored your parents or guardians with your attitude, your
words, your actions, or all of the above. 
In my case, I dishonored my parents because I wasn't convinced they were
really worthy of respect. Maybe you know what that's like.

SCRIPTURE: Exodus 20v12



I'm pretty sure humans have always struggled to honor and respect their
parents. 
Thousands of years ago, God had to remind God's people to honor their
parents too. 
The �rst time God ever gave this command was when God gave Moses a
list of ten rules for people to follow. This code of conduct is commonly
called The 10 Commandments—maybe you've heard of them.
When the Israelites (God's people) were �rst given this command from
God, they had just escaped from the land of Egypt, where they had been
forced to live and work as slaves for generations. Many of the Israelites
had never before lived without the control of an authority �gure, so God
gave God's people a new law to live by—a set of laws that would direct
their steps and keep them close to God. One of those ten laws was this . . . 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Exodus 20v12.

WE SOMETIMES QUESTION OUR PARENTS' WORTHINESS

Maybe you're thinking, "But honoring my parents isn't that simple. My
parents are a mess." I hear you. Sometimes we look at our parents and all
we can see are their mistakes and �aws. 
We all make excuses for not honoring our parents by telling ourselves
things like, "They don't know what they're talking about," or, "They're out of
touch," or, "That's just their opinion—I don't agree with it and I'm not going
to live by it." We've all thought that about our parents from time to time. 
If that's you, here's something that might help you think about your parents
differently . . .

PROP: Any Object of Personal Value to You

INSTRUCTIONS: Reveal an object that is very valuable to you, like a
wedding band, favorite childhood toy, or the keys to your car. Then choose a
student to hold that object for you for the next few minutes. Say something
like, "That object is incredibly important to me. It can't be replaced. Take
good care of it for me, okay?" Get it back from them when you're done
teaching. 
This is kind of like what God has done with your parents. Not only does
God love and treasure your parents because they are God's creation who



YOU'RE CALLED TO HONOR YOUR PARENTS

Jesus died for, but God also loves and treasures your parents because
they are the guardians of another thing God loves and treasures—you!

GOD GAVE YOUR PARENTS AN HONORABLE TASK

God knows your parents or guardians aren't perfect, but the fact that they
have taken responsibility for you is pretty special. 
God has entrusted your parents or guardians with a special and really
di�cult task—raising you! It's one thing to keep my wedding band safe for
a few minutes while we sit here and talk. It's a lot more complicated to
keep a human safe and well-cared for . . . especially when that human
turns into a teenager. (I love you all, but let's be honest—you're kind of a
handful sometimes.) 

DISCUSSION: What's one way you make parenting di�cult for your
parents? 

Now, there may be some of you here whose relationship with your parents
or guardians isn't that simple. Whether it's because of divorce, sickness,
death, or their own poor choices, some of you may have a relationship with
a parent that's painful, complicated, or nonexistent. 
If that's you, I want you to know that I see you, and so does God. 
I'm so sorry your relationship with your parents or guardians isn't what you
wish it could be or what God designed it to be. 
Honoring your parents is going to look a little different for you than it might
look for the person sitting next to you, but that's okay. Your story matters
and you have something to contribute to this conversation. We love you
and want to hear from you. 
No matter what your relationship with your parents is like, here's my point:
being a parent or guardian is a really big, important, and honorable task. 
You may not always agree with your parents, but I hope you'll try to
remember that they have made incredible sacri�ces for you. They're not
perfect, but they are valuable and worthy of honor.

NOW WHAT?



SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 23v22 and Colossians 3v20

So how, exactly, do we honor our parents? I think it comes down to two
things: listen and obey. 

LISTEN: In Proverbs 23v22, Solomon (the wisest man who ever lived)
tells us to listen to people who gave us life. Our parents may not be
perfect, but they do know a thing or two about life and even about being
a teenager. They are worth listening to. 
OBEY: In Colossians 3v20, the apostle Paul tells children to obey their
parents in every way. In general, when your parents tell you to do
something, you can honor them by obeying them (without the attitude). I
know this can be di�cult, but it's worth it. 

DISCUSSION: Do you think there could ever be a situation where God would
be okay with you disobeying your parent? Explain. 
 
DISCUSSION: Do you think it's possible to honor your parent while
disagreeing with them? Explain. 
 
DISCUSSION: Do you think it's possible to honor your parent while
disobeying them? Explain.  
 
DISCUSSION: Read 1 Peter 5v5. What does this passage teach us about
honor? 

"Honor your parents" is so much more than a law that's thousands of years
old. 
Because honoring your parents is an instruction straight from God, when
we choose to honor our parents, we actually honor God by being obedient
to Him. 
By setting your mind and heart on the things of God and asking for help
from Holy Spirit, you can honor God by honoring your parents. 
The incredible thing about God is that God sees each and every one of us
as people who are valuable and worthy of honor. 
Now you are called to be an imitator of God by seeing your parents in the
same way—as people who are valuable and worthy of your honor and
respect. 
Whether it's your mom, dad, grandparent, or guardian, here's what God is
calling you to do: honor God by honoring your parents.



DISCUSSION

What's one thing you're going to do this week to show greater honor to
your parents (and to God)?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

PRAYER

Let's take a few moments to pray together for our parents or guardians. 
First, let's pray for them. Let's ask God to bless them, encourage them,
guide them, and help them grow as people and as parents. 
Next, let's pray for ourselves. Let's ask God to help us be honoring to our
parents in the way we view them, listen to them, and obey them. 
And �nally, let's pray for our relationships with our parents or guardians.
Let's thank God for the family we have been given and then ask God to
show us how we can better honor our parents or guardians with our
attitudes, words, and actions. 
Let's pray.


