
MORE THAN A HASHTAG
WEEK 1

WE’RE STARTING A NEW SERIES

BIG IDEA
Do something.

BIBLE
Ephesians 2v10; Micah 6v6-8; John 

6v1-13

WHAT?

WE ALL FEEL LIKE COMPLAINING SOMETIMES

We all feel like complaining sometimes. Whether it's because someone
ripped us off, insulted us, cut us in line, or sold us a Happy Meal that
de�nitely didn't have enough french fries, we will occasionally �nd
ourselves wanting to complain about how unfairly we've been treated. 
When I was your age, I had two outlets for my complaints: I could either
complain to a person or complain to my diary. But today we all have a
brand new way to air our grievances: social media.

Question: Social media complaint?

Have you (or maybe your parents) ever used social media to complain
about something or leave a bad review? What were you complaining
about? 
INSTRUCTIONS: Give a handful of students a chance to each share a quick
story.



IMAGE: Viral Complaints

INSTRUCTIONS: Share the images provided as you teach. 
Here are a few of my favorite instances of people complaining on social
media. 
Like this guy, who had a major pizza problem. (Show images 1-3.) 
Or this person, who had some trouble with a bookstore. (Show images 4-
5.) 
Or this person, who stopped at Taco Bell. Okay, I know it doesn't seem like
they're complaining at �rst, but check out the rest of their conversation.
(Show images 6-8.)

IMAGE: Viral Causes

I know those are silly reasons to complain. And yes, I have to confess, I
may have used my social media platforms for petty complaints like these
from time to time. 
But while some of us are using social media to whine about our dinners,
there are some people using social media to bring attention to much
bigger (and more important) problems. 
You might be familiar with some of these popular campaigns and causes .
. . 
INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, �nd a handful of tweets, videos,
or other social media posts that address real justice-related issues—not just
petty complaints. Save those posts to display on your screen or just read
them out loud. Look speci�cally for posts that use a justice-related hashtag
that trended in your country or community.

 DISCUSSION: Social media for justice

What's one way you've seen social media used to �ght for justice?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
What's one way youv'e seen social media contribute to injustice?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

TALK: JUSTICE IS MORE THAN A HASHTAG



YOU ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

Many of these social media campaigns have accomplished big things.
They've spread awareness about what's wrong in the world and then
helped make those wrong things right—that's justice. 
Because social media is so accessible, it is an incredible tool for spreading
the word about a crisis or injustice quickly—especially for people whose
voices are ignored or silenced o�ine. 
Although so much good can be done through social media, there can still
be downsides to "social media activism." 
In the age of social media, it's easy to send a tweet, post a sel�e, or share a
video about an inspiring cause or campaign. For many of us though, that's
where our justice work ends. 
So is writing a great post really all it takes to make a difference in the
world? Or is it possible that justice is about something more than a
hashtag?

SO WHAT?

ACTIVITY: GOD'S MASTERPIECE

We'll get to that question in a few minutes, but �rst I want us to try
something together. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Get into a circle (or several smaller circles) and give
everyone paper and pens. 
On your sheet of paper, draw the outline of your face. Just the outline! You
can give yourself ears, hair, a hat, or maybe some earrings, but leave the
face of your drawing blank. Once you've got that, write your name at the
top of the page and pass it to the person on your right. 
Now that everyone has someone else's paper, I want you to write
something on their face. (I mean their paper face, not their actual face).
Write one positive adjective that you feel describes them. 
Let's keep passing our papers to the right, each writing down a new
adjective for each person, until we all get our papers back. 



When you get your paper back, take a moment to re�ect on it. Really soak
it in. 
On the count of three, I want you to read out loud the words that others
have written about you. Verbally declare the words of a�rmation that have
been spoken over you.

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2v10

You might be wondering what this has to do with social media, hashtags,
and justice. Maybe what I am about to read next will help you make sense
of it. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ephesians 2v10. 
You are God's masterpiece, created to do God's work. 

 DISCUSSION: Masterpiece

How does it feel to hear that you are God's "masterpiece?"
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
How should knowing you are God's masterpiece change the way you
view yourself? How should it change the way you view others?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
Are there any "good works" that you are involved in right now? If so,
what are they? If not, what could some of those "good works" be? 
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss
For the next few weeks, we're going to be talking about some of the "good
works" we can do in the name of Jesus—"good works" that right wrongs in
Jesus' name. But before we get there, we need to talk about you. 
We have to start this conversation by reminding ourselves that you, and I,
and the people sitting beside us, are all people made in the image of God.
We are all God's masterpieces. 
As God's masterpiece, you were created with unique qualities, strengths,
abilities, and experiences that are all your own. Those are all important
details of the masterpiece God created you to be. 
But as God's masterpiece, you weren't created to be hidden away behind
glass or placed on a shelf like an old antique. You were created for a



purpose—to do good works that He designed.

SCRIPTURE: Micah 6v6-8

The Bible has a lot to say about how the people of God are called and sent
to do good works. We are given a mission by God. As part of that mission,
we are commanded, over and over again, to �ght to make wrong things
right in the world. That's what we mean when we say "justice." 
One of the most well-known passages of Scripture on this subject is in the
Old Testament book called Micah. Micah was a prophet of God who God
sent to call out the unjust rulers of his day, �ght for the victims of injustice,
and rally God's people to �ght for change. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Micah 6v6-8. 
It was common back then for Jews to make elaborate sacri�ces and
offerings to God at the temple. These sacri�ces were designed to please
God. In verses six and seven of this passage, that's what Micah was
pointing out. 
But then Micah says something very counter-cultural in verse eight. "God
doesn't care about all of that," he said! Instead of making a ton of showy
sacri�ces at the temple, Micah told God's people that God would rather
have them live out a faith that results in justice, mercy, and humility. 
God isn't looking for a faith that comes to church, says the right things,
believes the right things, and does the right rituals. God's looking for a faith
that goes outside of these four walls and makes a difference in the world.
God is calling people to do something!

 DISCUSSION: Injustice

What are some of the world's greatest injustices right now?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
What might God be calling God's people to do about those injustices?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
What's one way Christians today choose to make showy "sacri�ces," like
Micah described, instead of doing justice? 
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.



IF YOU WANT TO DO JUSTICE, DO SOMETHING

NOW WHAT?

TALK: GOD INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE MISSION

There is so much wrong in the world around us. Sometimes it seems like
everywhere we look, we see brokenness, tragedy, and injustice.
The magnitude of the world's injustice can seem overwhelming. Just scroll
through some of those hashtags we mentioned earlier and you'll see what
I mean. 
Maybe you've heard me say, "Do something!" But instead of feeling inspired
or motivated, you feel helpless or unsure of where to start. If that's you,
here are two things I hope will encourage you: 
GOD IS THE MIRACLE-WORKER—NOT US. 

God is calling you and I to join God's mission of making wrong things
right in the world, but it is ultimately God's mission. God is the miracle-
worker! 
God wants us to join God's mission so God can use us in amazing ways.
We join God when we choose to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly
with God. 
When we live that kind of faith, God can use us to do incredible things in
the world. God can use us to make a difference, if we're willing. 

 
Read John 6v1-13. Then read verse 9 again. What are your "loaves and
�shes" that you can offer Jesus?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO EVERYTHING—JUST DO SOMETHING. 

It's easy to become overwhelmed by all that's wrong in the world, but
God isn't calling you to do or change everything that needs to be
changed. That's way too much for one person! 
Remember that activity we did a few minutes ago? That's where this
comes in. As God's masterpiece, you are uniquely designed for a



purpose. I don't know what injustices you are uniquely designed to help
right, but I'm excited to see you discover that for yourself. 
Your unique qualities, strengths, abilities, and experiences will equip you
perfectly for whatever "good works" God has designed for you to do. 
You can't change the whole world, but you can be a part of changing
something.

 DISCUSSION: Young people

Many movements, revivals, and revolutions have begun with young
people. Why do you think that is?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give your students a few moments to share and discuss.

TALK: DO SOMETHING

For the next four weeks, we're going to talk about what it means to "do
something" in a way that aligns us with God's mission in the world around
us. We're going to learn how to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly. 
As we close today, we're going to listen to a song. Meditate on the words
to this song, but also use this time to talk to God. Ask God to . . . 
Help you see yourself and others as God's masterpieces, designed for
good works. 
Fill your heart with a desire for justice—to see wrong things made right. 
Open your eyes, ears, and heart to opportunities to do the good works God
has prepared in advance for you to do. 
Give you courage and perseverance to "do something," starting this week.

MUSIC: "Send Me," by Lecrae

INSTRUCTIONS: Play or perform the song, "Send Me," by Lecrae, as you
close.


