
WRONG RIGHT
WEEK 3

BIG IDEA
When we're treated unjustly, we can still forgive.

WHAT?

ACTIVITY: Who's The Bigger Jerk?

Who here has played the game Would You Rather? Today I want to start by
playing a similar game, except this one's called Who's the Bigger Jerk? In this
game, I'm going to tell you about two different people and you're going to decide
which is the bigger jerk. Be ready to tell me why you chose the person you
chose.
Read a series of scenarios your students will relate to. Here are a few to get you
started . . .

When you were in elementary school, who was the bigger jerk: the kid who
stole your lunch money or the kids who wouldn’t play with you on the
playground?
Who's the bigger jerk: the person who steals your parking spot in the
middle of a blizzard or the person who cuts in front of you in line?
Who's the bigger jerk: the sibling who eats the snack you’ve been saving or
the friend who borrows your favorite shirt and ruins it?
Who's the bigger jerk: the friend who drops your phone and shatters your
screen or the friend who posts a really terrible picture of you on social
media?

After each scenario, ask one person from each side why they voted the way they
did

 

DISCUSSION

Turn to the people next to you and let's talk about what we just experienced.



SO WHAT?

What's going through your mind now that you've been thinking about all
of these jerks?
On a scale of 1-10, how angry do you feel right now?
What do all of those jerks have in common?

After each question, pause for discussion. Then ask someone to share what their
group said.

STORY: Talk about a time you responded poorly to injustice.

Tell a story about a time someone was a jerk to you and you responded poorly.
Maybe you responded with anger, revenge, or bitterness. Share what was done to
you, how you responded, and why you regret the way you responded.

GOD CARES ABOUT INJUSTICE

For the last couple of weeks, we've been talking about justice. In case you
missed it, we de�ned justice as simply righting wrongs.
We've already said that we've all been victims of injustice. Whether you've had
your lunch money stolen, been made fun of, been betrayed by someone you
trusted, or been mistreated by an authority �gure, we all know what it's like to be
wronged. But we've also seen that there is someone who cares deeply about the
fact that we've been wronged. That someone is God.
God cares so much about injustice that he came to earth himself, as Jesus, to
demonstrate true justice. Jesus righted wrongs for all of us and for the least of
us.
Jesus' life, death, and resurrection are a reminder that even when we're treated
unjustly, God is still just. Like we saw last week with the story of Joseph,
believing that God is just can change the way we respond to the people who
have hurt us.

PRAYER

Before we go on, I want to take a moment to talk to God because today's topic
can be di�cult.



God, we all know what it feels like to be wronged — some of us far more deeply
than others. We ask that you would speak to us in the next few minutes. Help us
see ourselves the way you see us and to know that we are seen, known, and
loved by you. Help us to also see the people who have wronged us the way you
see them. Soften our hearts and help us hear you more clearly.

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5v43-48

We needed that prayer because we're about to read something pretty
challenging. It's taken from a sermon Jesus gave. In fact, it might be his most
famous sermon ever, sometimes called The Sermon on the Mount. This sermon
was all about what it means and looks like to follow Jesus in every area of our
lives. Jesus talked about all kinds of hard situations: anger, divorce, revenge,
adultery, and how we respond to jerks who mistreat us. Read Matthew 5v43-48.
Jesus understood just how much it hurts to be wronged or mistreated by
people, but he also understood something else: the power of love, grace, and
forgiveness.
Jesus isn't ignoring the pain that injustice causes, but he's calling us to respond
in a way that brings more justice into the world rather than more injustice.
There are two ways Jesus says we can respond to jerks who treat us unjustly . .
.

LOVE THEM. This isn't easy. Especially when we've been hurt in big
ways, loving our enemies is not our nature . . . but it is God's nature. Just
like God loved us when we were enemies, God calls us to love our
enemies.
PRAY FOR THEM. When we've been hurt, the last thing we probably
want to do is pray for the person who hurt us. But maybe the person
who hurt us has also been hurt by someone else. This doesn't excuse
their behavior, but it might help us have greater compassion for them.
When we pray for others, we become more capable of seeing God's
perspective, we are changed, and we may even see the other person
change too.

God doesn't promise that we'll never be victims of injustice, but God invites us to
�ght for justice by not responding to people who have wronged us with another
wrong. Instead, God tells us that when we're treated unjustly, we can still
forgive.



NOW WHAT?

JESUS INVITES US TO FORGIVE

When the justice scales are tipped toward injustice by jerks, Jesus invites us to
forgive them.
This might seem straightforward, but forgiveness isn't always what we think it is.

FORGIVENESS ISN'T ALWAYS EASY. Forgiveness is a choice, but it's
also usually a process. It sometimes takes time to truly forgive someone
who has hurt you so, as you try to extend grace to your enemies, extend
grace to yourself. You're human.
FORGIVENESS ISN'T ALWAYS FORGETTING. Just because you've
forgiven someone doesn't mean you can (or should) always forget what
they've done. We all hurt each other in small ways all the time — those
hurts should probably be forgotten because they don't usually matter in
the long run. But sometimes we are hurt by others in big ways. When
you've been hurt by someone in a big way, forgiving them doesn't mean
you have to allow yourself to be hurt by them again. God tells us to
forgive, but also tells us to be wise. Sometimes it's wise to forgive but
not forget.
FORGIVENESS ISN'T ALWAYS ABSOLUTION. When you absolve
someone of their sins, you not only forgive them, but you release them
from the consequences of their sin. It's what God has done for us, but it's
not always what God asks us to do for each other. In order for justice to
take its course, we must sometimes allow the people who have hurt us
to face the consequences of their actions, especially if that person has
hurt us in ways that broke laws or constitute abuse. Sometimes justice
requires punishment.

There are many things that forgiveness is not, but here's what forgiveness is: it's
freedom. When you choose to forgive the person who has wronged you, you set
yourself free from bitterness, anger, and cynicism. Forgiveness isn't just for the
person who wronged you. It's for you.

RESPONSE

Before your program, place a sheet of paper and a pen under every seat. You
may want to play a song like "God of Justice" by Tim Hughes during this portion
of your teaching.



So who do you need to forgive? We're going to play a song for the next few
minutes. As we do, I want to invite you to not only listen to the lyrics but to write
a letter of forgiveness to someone who has hurt you. You don't need to deliver it
to them. It's just for you. On the paper under your seat, write their �rst initial only.
Then write them a letter of forgiveness.

PRAYER

I know that was di�cult for some of you, but I believe it will bring you healing.
Remember, even when we're treated unjustly, we can still forgive. Close in prayer


