
PROBLEM WITH CHRISTMAS
WEEK 1

WE'RE STARTING A NEW SERIES

BIG IDEA
This Christmas, let’s celebrate God's  

unexpected grace.

BIBLE
Matthew 1v18-23; John 1v14; John  

1v1-2

WHAT?

TALK

It’s �nally December! That means Christmas is right around the corner,
which means parties, shopping, gifts, great food, and a much-needed
break from school.
The thing I love most about the Christmas holidays are the traditions. And I
love that everyone's family traditions are so different! Some families go on
trips, while others throw really elaborate Christmas parties at home. Some
families huddle up to play hours of board games, while others prefer to
huddle up and nap for hours. (Can I get an amen?)

QUESTION

Besides watching some of the greatest movies of all time, what's
something you look forward to every Christmas?
Give a few students a chance to respond.

TALK: THE PROBLEM WITH CHRISTMAS



CHRISTMAS IS A PLOT TWIST

Speaking of movies, can I tell you one of my biggest pet peeves? I hate it
when I'm watching a movie, someone shows up halfway through, and
starts asking a billion questions about what they missed. Like, "Dude, stop.
If you really cared you should've been here on time."
I could give you the greatest and most accurate plot summary ever, but if
you've missed the �rst half of the movie, no recap can possibly prepare
you for the triumphant appearance of Gandalf the White, or the big reveal
of Uncle Sirius Black, or the moment Katniss salutes District 11 and sparks
an uprising. If you really want to understand the emotions of those
moments, you have to be there from the beginning.
Knowing the whole story is so important. When you know how the story
begins, you can better understand the decisions, failures, plot twists, and
victories that come later. Even more importantly, when you know the whole
story, you're more likely to feel like you're a part of it—like you've lived it! We
know this is true about our favorite epic stories. So why do we treat the
Christmas story differently?
When Christmas time comes around, we love to tell, and re-tell, the story of
Christmas (especially at church). In every telling of the story, there's a baby,
and a manger, and some sheep, but have you ever thought, "Honestly, so
what? What does this have anything to do with my life today?"
If you've ever heard the Christmas story and thought, "So what," here's
something to think about: maybe the problem isn't with the story. Maybe
the problem is that you missed the �rst half of the movie. Because, you
see, when it comes to telling the Christmas story, I think we've got a
problem.

SO WHAT?

VIDEO: Plot Twists

Does anyone have a favorite movie plot twist? You know, that moment
when something major is revealed, your jaw is on the �oor, and —suddenly
—everything changes?



Here's one of my favorite all-time plot twists.
INSTRUCTIONS:
Play a short clip (about a minute or two) of your favorite movie plot twist
(like Darth Vader revealing he's Luke's father or the discovery that the
precious little lamb Bellwether is actually an evil villain). Shoot for a movie
that most of your students will have seen, or will at least be familiar with.
Look for something that will get a reaction.
Oh, or this one!
INSTRUCTIONS:
Play another short clip (about a minute or two) of another famous plot
twist. Again, shoot for a movie that most of your students will have seen,
or will at least be familiar with, so you'll get a reaction.
And this one!
INSTRUCTIONS:
Play a clip of a third movie plot twist. This time, choose an old or obscure
movie your students will have never seen before, like maybe the original
Murder on the Orient Express
Oh man, I just loved that one, didn't you? Just kidding. If you've actually
seen that movie, you have way too much time on your hands.
You know that feeling you had a second ago? Maybe you were thinking,
"Um, I think I'm supposed to care about this story, but I de�nitely don't."
Maybe you were wondering, "Who are these people? Who died? What is
happening?" I get it. You haven't seen the movie.
That's exactly how a lot of people probably feel when they hear the
Christmas story. It's not because the Christmas story isn't incredible,
exciting, and compelling. It's because the birth of Jesus isn't the beginning
of the story. It's the plot twist!

SCRIPTURE: An overview

So here's what I want to do today. I want to tell you the whole story
(although I have to do it kind of quickly) so you can better appreciate the
plot twist that is the Christmas story. Here we go.
THE BEGINNING: It all starts in the book of Genesis. This is the exposition.
God created the world and everything in it.
God created the �rst man and woman (Adam and Eve) and set them up in
paradise (The Garden of Eden).



But then there’s a major mix-up involving a serpent and a piece of
forbidden fruit.
Humanity gets evicted from paradise and sin enters the world. (In short,
sin is anything that goes against God.)
THE RISING ACTION: This is where things really start to happen.
Things start to go down hill. Fast. There's murder, a �ood, and a whole
mess at Babel.
Then Abraham comes on the scene. (You know, "Father Abraham, had
many sons . . . I am one of them, and so are you . . . .") Abraham is God's
chosen guy. Through Abraham and his future children, God says that God
is going to do something new and amazing in a new land.
But then Abraham's many sons and their descendants end up in slavery in
Egypt.
God sends a guy named Moses to get God's people out of there.
There are a bunch of miracles like the Red Sea parting and food raining
down from the sky.
After 40 years of wandering, God’s people �nally enter the land God
promised them.
But it's not happily-ever-after because God's people are kind of a sinful,
idol-worshiping mess, so God sends some people we call "judges" to
rescue them. It doesn't work.
God's people are still sinning, but God is faithful, so God moves to Plan B.
God sends kings to rule and keep them in line. They don't work either. God
sends prophets! Neither do they.
So God’s chosen people �nd themselves swept up in idolatry (again), in
exile (again), taken captive by another nation (again), and waiting for God
to rescue them (again).
So they wait. And they keep waiting. And they wait some more. For 400
years, God's people wait. For 400 years, there are no judges, no kings, no
prophets, no word from God whatsoever. There is just silence. And waiting.
For 400 years. But then . . .

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1v18-23

INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 1v18-23.
After 400 years of silence —after 400 years of waiting—God decided it was
time to come and save God's people. So God moved...and moved in the
most unlikely of ways.



LET'S CELEBRATE

But this time, when God came to save the people, God didn't part a
sea. God didn't make food rain down from the sky. God didn't send a judge,
or a king, or a prophet. God didn't shout down at the people from the
sky. God didn't do any of the things God's people were expecting, waiting
for, or looking for.
God didn't send a messenger. God came here Godself. But God didn't
come in a display of power or strength. God came in the form of a
newborn baby—the child of a poor, unmarried, teenage girl. A baby who
would someday grow up to live, die, live again, and save the world

SCRIPTURE: John 1v14

The book of John says it this way . . .
INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 1v14 in whichever translation you prefer. Then
read the �rst part of the verse a second time in The Message translation.
After 400 years of humanity waiting for God to send rescue, God did. But it
was done in a way no one expected. The great and holy, but distant and
untouchable God we thought we knew said, "Hang on, I'm just going to
come to you." Then God showed up, not as a powerful, majestic deity with
angels declaring God's arrival, but as one of us, born in a barn, with no
fanfare or declaration at all, except the handful of shepherds. Talk about a
plot twist.
The birth of Jesus was God declaring, "I'm with you. And I'm here to save
you." It was unexpected. And it was a demonstration of God's incredible
grace.

NOW WHAT?

TALK

Even if you have heard the story of Christmas 1,000 times, each year it
serves as a reminder of a few things:



That we are part of a bigger story. It's God’s story—a story that is still being
written.
That God tends to show up in unexpected ways and at unexpected
times —even today.
That Jesus Christ is God’s unexpected gift of grace and redemption.
This week, I don't have a series of brilliant or original action steps you can
take. This week, I just have one challenge for you: celebrate. 
This week, as we begin the season of Advent with Christmas fast
approaching, let’s celebrate the faithfulness of God to us and to all of
humanity. Let's celebrate the ways God has shown up for us, and
continues to show up for us. Let's celebrate the ways God continues to
surprise us. And most importantly, let's celebrate the gift of Jesus,
Emmanuel, "God with us." Let's celebrate God’s unexpected grace.


