
PROBLEM WITH CHRISTMAS
WEEK 2

WE’RE BACK FOR WEEK 2 OF THIS SERIES

BIG IDEA
This Christmas, let’s celebrate the  

undeserved gift of Jesus

BIBLE
Isaiah 7v14, 53v3-6; Luke 19v10

WHAT?

STORY: Talk about a time you got lost.

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story (or have another adult or student tell a story if
you don't have a good one) about a time when you got lost as a child. A
funny story (or an average story told by a funny person) is the goal. Keep
this story light and entertaining, not serious or scary. 
Christmas time is a popular time for kids to get lost in malls and
department stores. The stores are crowded, busy, and full of shiny displays
and decorations—things that are bound to grab the attention of any kid (or
the kid inside all of us). 
We've all seen it, right? The mother frantically running from aisle to aisle
screaming the name of her lost child. The kid wandering around alone or
knocking over displays, completely unattended. 
I think there are three kinds of "lost kids" in the world. 
First, there's the kid who's lost and totally freaking out about it. 
Second, there's the kid who's lost but hasn't �gured it out yet. You know
the one. They're the kid that's so consumed with whatever shiny object is
currently occupying their attention that they are totally oblivious to their
mom screaming their name. 



CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT FINDING LOST THINGS

Third, there's the kid who's lost and couldn't care less. They're having a
blast hiding in clothing racks and throwing ornaments at passers-by. I'm
guessing there are a few people in this room who used to be "that" kid. 

POLL: Which "lost kid" were you?

INSTRUCTIONS: Let your students talk as they decide which "lost kid" they
would be. You can either create a live digital poll with a service like
polleverywhere.com or keep things analog and use a large white board or
raised hands to compare your results. Ask a few students share their
responses. 

SO WHAT?

TALK: LAST WEEK'S RECAP

Last week we kicked off this series by taking a look at the big story of the
Bible. We took a journey through the Old Testament and discovered a
merciful God, so full of love and compassion, that God kept promises even
when we didn't keep ours. We discovered God's story is actually our story
too, and that while we were still lost in our sin, God came to earth to be
with us and to save us. 
Does anyone remember the major plot points in the big story of the Bible
from last week? If not, I’ll share it one more time so we can all be on the
same page. 

SCRIPTURE: An overview

God created the world and everything in it. 
God created the �rst man and woman (Adam and Eve) and set them up in
paradise. 



But then there was a major mix-up involving a serpent and a piece of
forbidden fruit. 
Humanity got evicted from paradise and sin entered the world. 
Things started to go down hill. Fast. There was murder, a �ood, and a
whole mess at Babel. 
Then Abraham came on the scene. Abraham was God's chosen guy.
Through Abraham and his future children, God said God was going to do
something new and amazing in a new land. 
But then Abraham's many sons and their descendants ended up in slavery
in Egypt. 
God sent a guy named Moses to get God's people out of there. 
There were a bunch of miracles like the Red Sea parting and food raining
down from the sky. 
After 40 years of wandering, God’s people �nally entered the land God
promised them. 
But God's people were a sinful, idol-worshiping mess, so God sent some
people we call "judges" to rescue them. It didn't work. 
God's people were still sinning, but God was faithful, so God moved to Plan
B. God sent kings to rule and keep them in line. They didn't work either. He
also sends prophets! Neither did they. 
So God’s chosen people found themselves swept up in idolatry (again), in
exile (again), taken captive by another nation (again), and waiting for God
to rescue them (again). 
So they waited. And waited. And they waited some more. For 400 years,
God's people waited. For 400 years, there were no judges, no kings, no
prophets, no word from God whatsoever. There was just silence. And
waiting. For 400 years. But then . . . 
Jesus arrived! Jesus, God wrapped in �esh, the Creator of the universe,
now a helpless baby, was God's rescue plan for the whole world. The
coming of Jesus was God's unexpected gift of grace.

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 7v14, 53v3-5

But what was God's rescue plan? What did Jesus come here to do? Why
was this birth such a big deal? 
The prophet Isaiah (you can read about him in the book of Isaiah) actually
predicted the coming of Jesus long before Jesus ever arrived on the
scene. His prophecy is one of the things that gave God's people hope that



a Savior would someday come, even while they waited for 400 years. Most
of them missed the big news when Jesus arrived though, because they
weren't looking for a baby. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Isaiah 7v14. 
"Immanuel, God with us." The arrival of Jesus on the scene was the �rst
part of God's mission to rescue humanity from its sins, from its
brokenness, and from itself. 
But as we look at the big story of the Bible, it becomes clear that Jesus
didn't just come to earth to be born. He also came to die. 
Isaiah made another prophecy about the coming of Jesus. This one has a
slightly different tone. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Isaiah 53v3-5. 
That tiny little baby in that tiny little manger wasn't born so we could have
a reason to get lots of cool presents every December. He was born to bear
the weight of sins we couldn't bear. He was born to be hated, punished,
pierced, crushed, and ultimately killed so that we could be saved. And he
did it all by choice. His sacri�ce was a gift we didn't deserve. 
The God who made you decided long ago that God would do anything to
save you. The Christmas story is God's big reveal. It's the plot twist where
God �nally tells us what God's been up to all along. 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 19v10

I love what Jesus says about himself and his mission in this passage. 
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Luke 19v10. 
The story of Christmas is the story of God refusing to give up on us. It's the
story of our Creator continuing to seek us out when we are lost and even
when we're not seeking God in return. 
Just like those lost kids in the mall, we wandered away from our loving
Parent, too preoccupied with our own interests and desires. But Jesus
came to seek every single one of his lost kids: 
The ones who know they're lost. 
The ones who haven't yet �gured out that they're lost. 
The ones who know they're lost, but don't really care. 

NOW WHAT?



WE'VE ALL BEEN LOST

TALK: WHICH LOST KID ARE YOU?

I don't know which of those three "lost kids" you are, or were. We're not
going to take a poll this time, but I'd love for you to think about it for the
next few minutes. 
If you know Jesus already, think about which of those "lost kids" you were
before you met him. Did you know you were lost? Did you care? Are there
any areas of your life where you still feel a little bit lost?
If you don't know Jesus, or you're not sure what you think about him just
yet, I want you to think about which of those "lost kids" you are right now.
Do you think you're far from God? Do you ever feel a little spiritually lost? 
If we're honest, I think most of us are keenly aware that something is
missing when we're far from God. Our lives might feel empty. We might
feel incomplete. We might struggle to do the things we know we should do
or stop doing the things we know we should stop doing. 
And when we're far from God—when we're spiritually lost—we often feel
spiritually starved. 

PROP: An Undeserved Christmas Treat

INSTRUCTIONS: Come prepared with a snack for everyone, but make sure
it's well-hidden while you teach. Don't ruin the surprise! Also come prepared
with a few gross food items, like sardines, jarred vegetables, or a can of
condensed soup. 
Speaking of being starved, have you ever been so hungry that you said, "I
could eat literally anything right now”? Does anyone feel that way right this
very second? Luckily for you, I have something for you. (Hand out some of
the gross foods you've brought.) You did say you'd eat "anything." 
Maybe you're not hungry enough to actually eat this right now, but if you
did get hungry enough, you would absolutely eat these things. When we're
spiritually hungry though, it's more di�cult to know how to satisfy our
hunger. We might look to people, or popularity, or stuff, or things to keep us
busy as we try to ignore our spiritual hunger pangs. Those things aren't
really what our soul craves, but they might keep us going for a while. 



Without Jesus, it's kind of like we're trying to spiritually survive on
condensed soup and sardines. Gross. But when Jesus showed up, it's
like he gave us the solution to our spiritual hunger. 
I'm not Jesus, but I did bring you something other than sardines. (Hand out
your treat.) 
As you eat, here's what I want you to think about. You didn’t do anything to
deserve or earn this. It was given to you unexpectedly and it was totally
unearned. Kind of like what Jesus did for us. 
Jesus came to clean up the mess that our sin created and satisfy our
spiritual hunger, but we so often ignore him and continue eating our old
cans of sardines. He came to seek us and to save us, but we often act like
that lost kid at the mall, who either doesn't know they're lost or doesn't
care. 
Not only was Jesus the solution we didn't expect, Jesus was the gift we
didn't deserve. 
As we close, I have a couple of questions and one challenge for you. 
MY QUESTIONS: Do you think you might be a little lost? Do you think you
might need saving? If you've never received God's gift of salvation through
Jesus, but you'd like to, let's talk. If you have, when's the last time you
thanked God for the gift of Jesus? 
MY CHALLENGE: Celebrate. During this Advent season as Christmas
approaches, let’s celebrate the fact that God engineered a plan to rescue
us from our sins and ourselves. Let's celebrate that Jesus willingly
gave himself on our behalf. Let's celebrate the undeserved gift of Jesus. 
End with a prayer thanking God for the gift of Jesus.


