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The most astounding claim of our faith is that the almighty God 
cared for us so much that he came to us – up close and personal – in the 
form of Jesus. Advent is a celebration of his coming then, an opening to 
his coming into our lives today, and the hope of his final coming “in the 
fullness of time.”

The Advent meditations which follow are drawn from scriptures that 
anticipate and celebrate Christ’s coming. Most of these scripture passages 
are from the Revised Common Lectionary, and therefore we will be 
joining Christian believers from around the world as we reflect on them 
this Advent season.

The devotionals in this booklet are broken into 4 weekly themes 
– expecting, preparing, rejoicing & God with us. Sunday of each week 
presents an introduction to that week’s theme with a personal meditation 
question. Devotionals are written for Monday – Saturday of each week. 

My thanks goes to the writers of these meditations. They range from 
young to old. Some are new to our fellowship, while others have been a 
part of First Baptist for many years. Each has shared a part of themselves 
with us as they wrote. I also want to thank the Christian Formation 
Ministry team who helped create this booklet, and Pat Parris for the 
layout and graphic design. Our prayer is that its pages will lead you closer 
to the One who draws us together!

Phil Potratz
Minister of Christian Formation

Christian Formation Ministry Team: 
Mary Beth Asbury, Jeff & Judy Fryer, Jonathan Jordan, 
Dayna Schoonmaker and Jim Whitaker

Advent: Preparing for the Coming of Jesus

To participate in additional Advent activities at First Baptist Church 
view the Advent calendar of events listed at www.FBCmboro.org.



Expectant waiting has always been a major theme of Advent. 
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, many Old Testament passages 
look forward longingly toward a promised future when peace and justice 
would reign. Several New Testament passages also talk about keeping 
watch and yearning for God’s ultimate fulfillment of His promises. 
Our world tends to want things quickly and seeks instant gratification. 
In general, God has not chosen to work that way. Scripture repeatedly 
challenges us to wait patiently on God. In Christian formation terms this 
is called “holy longing.” The Advent season is a time to join in this holy 
longing that has permeated the Christian faith from its very beginning. It 
is a season of hopeful expectation that God’s best is yet to come.

Reflection Question:
What does it mean for you to live in “hopeful expectation”?

- Expecting -
Sunday, November 29



- Expecting - 
Monday, November 30

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NRSV)

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those 
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

These verses are a great tale of preparation that we need to take with 
us everywhere. They tell us that the promise of Israel and Judah will come 
to pass. The royal bloodline of David will produce a light in the darkness 
that will save Judah, Jerusalem, and then the whole world with His 
remarkable love. Thus the people must prepare themselves for this great 
savior, this beacon of hope that will save them from their years struggle 
and despair. Those who heard this message died, but the word traveled 
through time with wise men, scholars, and as a legend to some. 

When the time had come the world was as unprepared as it could 
be, but a baby in a manger was born in Bethlehem. There was no room in 
the inn yet he survived his chaotic entry into the world that fateful night. 
What we learned is that what some thought was legend was actually true. 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ came for us and saved the world and 
took away our sins. So, this season of Advent, we, the children of Advent, 
need to prepare our minds and body for remembrance of that one night 
when our Lord was born, and look to the future as we prepare ourselves 

to give him a welcome to this world that is fit for 
the King of kings. 

Michael Whitaker



- Expecting -
Tuesday, December 1

Read Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Zephaniah is just three chapters of scripture near the end of the Old 
Testament. At first reading, you might wonder why we would focus on 
these chapters during Advent. The first two and a half chapters foretells 
the day of judgment coming to the wayward people of Judah. It’s heavy 
and dark with its promise of “…a day of wrath, a day of distress and 
anguish, and a day of trouble and ruin...” (Zephaniah 1:15) Hardly, the 
words found in Christmas cards. 

Then, as the chapter closes, Zephaniah’s message turns to exuberant 
praise and hopefulness as he tells the people to “shout…rejoice...with all 
your heart.” (3:14) Why? The Lord, our God, has, by his grace, delivered 
his people from judgment. There will be no more punishment for our 
sins. No longer do we need to fear. We are renewed and restored in His 
love! 

Those promises alone could have been enough to ease the anguish of 
the people of Judah for generations. However, twice in these verses we 
are given the promise of God’s presence with us and within us! Forever! 
In verse 15, he says, “…The LORD, the King of Isreal is with you…” and 
in verse 17 he says, “The LORD your God is with you...” This reminds us 
of Matthew 1:23. It says “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel.” Emmanuel is 
“God with Us.” 

During Advent, we should shout and rejoice with all our hearts that 
God is with us. By God’s grace, we are free from fear and persecution 
because of the birth of His son. Even in our darkest days, we are never 
alone! He did not abandon His people then and He will not abandon 
them now. The promise of deliverance and restoration is given to every 

one of His children. God IS with us! He has 
arrived to live with us, and to dwell in us! Forever!

Tammie Kee



- Expecting -
Wednesday, December 2

Read Isaiah 9:2-7 

Long before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah wrote of a king 
who would transform the realities of war, gloom and despair into 
prosperity, peace and joy. This passage is of the greatest importance for 
understanding the Messianic Hope of Israel. 

The words of the prophet gave hope to the people of Israel. He 
affirmed the certainty of something hoped for. A great light shining in 
the darkness. A shattering of the yoke that burdened them. A rejoicing at 
the harvest. 

 The time in which Isaiah was writing was a time of violence and 
warfare. A time of oppression and injustice. A time in which the people 
longed for deliverance. Isaiah speaks of a great king who would come and 
deliver his people. The result would be peace, justice and righteousness. 

Many scholars say the child in Isaiah 9 is likely Hezekiah, one of the 
very few royal heroes of Kings, whose greatness was not in his ability to 
bear the load of authority or create an era of peace with his own hands. 
Rather his greatness was his willingness to trust in God who can bring 
about these things. “He (Hezekiah) did what was right in the sight of the 
Lord just as his ancestor David had done” (2 Kings 18:3). 

Christians have, of course, seen the birth of Jesus through the words 
penned by Isaiah in Chapter 9. Seven hundred years later God would 
send forth the ultimate king and redeemer. One who would shatter the 
yoke of sin and death forever! 

And what wonderful language indeed to praise our long expectant 
Savior! 

 Wonderful Counselor
 Mighty God
 Everlasting Father
 Prince of Peace
We know this passage found no other 

fulfillment than in Jesus, who is called Christ, 
the Messiah. 

And He shall reign forever and ever.
Amen.

Mark Ricketts



- Expecting -
Thursday, December 3

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together 
they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with 
their own eyes. Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD will 
lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth 
will see the salvation of our God.  Isaiah 52:7-10 (NIV)

From the beginning, God desired a close connection to the people 
of Israel. God’s intention for Israel was that the people would have a 
special relationship with God in which God would be their King. They 
would not need an earthly ruler because they had the Lord God as their 
ruler. The people rejected this unique bond and demanded a king “like 
everybody else.” They rejected the best King for a pale copy of kingship. 
The prophet Samuel warned them of the consequences of having an 
earthly ruler but they persisted and God allowed Samuel to anoint a king 
for Israel.

This did not turn out well. With few exceptions, the kings that ruled 
over Israel and Judah were selfish, power hungry, and faithless. Now 
twilight has come for the rule of earthly kings over Israel and Isaiah 
brings a message of hope—the reign of God among God’s people is 
coming. The kingdom of God will be among humankind. The people 
would no longer be separated from God and a true covenant relationship 
would be restored.

 Restoring the relationship would not be easy. Human sin and 
disobedience blocked the pathway to reconciliation. God would have 
to send God’s son into the world to deal with this separation and do 
something new in human history. 

This is why Jesus came—to inaugurate the reign of God among those 
who will trust and obey. As he began his ministry, Jesus made this clear:

“The time has come,” [ Jesus] said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15, NIV)

We are invited to become citizens of the 
Kingdom of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
What is your decision? Who will be your King?

Ircel Harrison



- Expecting -
Friday, December 4

Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a 
root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and 
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as 
one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of 
no account. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet 
we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:1-6 (NSRV)

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; Let 
every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing.”

I enjoy listening to Christmas Carols throughout the year. With 
the aid of my smart phone I have more opportunities to hear them. I 
experience the peace of the Heavenly Father as I read them, sometimes 
sing them during my personal devotions. The carols remind me of The 
Father promises and His faithfulness to fulfill them.

The jewel of all Christmas music is Handel’s Messiah. The verses Handel 
uses from Isaiah 53 have been referred to as the “fifth Gospel”. I can hear 
the soloist singing, ‘He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows! He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him. And with his stripes 
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to 
his own way. And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

Isaiah, the prophet, makes it clear that I have nothing to bring to 
Jesus but my need for peace and healing. I am able to find peace and 
healing because Jesus Christ was willing to experience humiliation for my 
sins. He took on disgrace and judgement due to my fallen nature. Jesus 

has no sin. He died for my sin. Jesus suffered pain so 
I could be healed.

In the words of Charles Wesley, “Come thou 
long expected Jesus born to set thy people free. From 
our fears and sins release us.” Amen 

James Youree 



- Expecting - 
Saturday, December 5

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred 
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall 
be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, 
we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 
 Micah 5:2-5 (NRSV)

This passage from Micah was a message of hope for the people of 
his time and also a foreshadowing of Christ. In this text, Micah lets 
God’s followers know that God will provide them with peace. It also 
foreshadows David’s reign in the region. If we look at this scripture now, 
we can also see how it foretells the coming of Jesus. Jesus was sent by 
God to save us and to bring us serenity. 

In verse 2, it states,” From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in 
Israel,” which shows that David was on his way to lead the Israeli people 
from destruction. The Lord also promises to the people in verse 5 that 
“This One will be our peace.” The purpose of this passage is to provide 
hope as well as encourage the people to wait patiently for the Lord to 
deliver them. In our daily lives, we are able to reflect on this text because 
it shows us that there is always something to await us even when it seems 
as though we are in bleak times. This text also can be interpreted to be 
about the coming of Jesus because it states in verse 3, “Therefore He will 
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has borne a child,” 

which may refer to Mary and Jesus. 
What I take away from this passage is that 

we as believers are to have faith in God, even 
when times are tough. If we wait patiently for 
him, we are assured that God will give us peace. 
Jesus came to earth to “be our peace” both now 
and forever.

Brittany Williams



Another strong theme in the history of Advent is that of preparing 
our hearts and lives for the coming of the Christ child. This theme echoes 
the call of John the Baptist who called on people to repent and “prepare 
the way” for the coming of Christ. This second week of Advent will 
focus on confessing our sins and clearing away the things in our lives 
that distract us from God. As we make space in our hearts and lives for 
Christ, we prepare the way to receive Him afresh this Advent season.

Reflection Question:
What do you need to do to “prepare the way” for Christ to come afresh to you 
this Advent season?

- Preparing -
Sunday, December 6



- Preparing -
Monday, December 7

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” Luke 3: 1-6 (NRSV)

In these verses, John the Baptist is preparing the way for the arrival 
of Jesus. If you are like me, you probably skimmed the first two verses 
because they are filled with names and places that are unfamiliar. 
However, these verses give us a historical perspective as to who was in 
power at the time of John the Baptists’ ministry. Those that were in power 
at that time were corrupt and the people were looking for a new leader. 
John the Baptist heard the word of God and followed His instructions. 
He had faith that the new leader was on His way. He preached to 
people in the wilderness to prepare them for the coming of the Lord by 
baptizing them in the Jordan River. 

John the Baptist is fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, found in Isaiah 
40:3-5, and preparing the way for the Lord. The way that he did this 
was by preaching about repentance which not only means to ask for 
forgiveness of sins, but also to change ones heart and way of life so 
that God is the number one priority. If we replace the paths, valleys, 
mountains, and roads mentioned in these verses with our own obstacles 
and sins, then it becomes clear that repentance is necessary in order to 

fully prepare ourselves for the coming of the 
Lord. In the coming weeks, we are instructed to 
clean up our lives and smooth out the rough spots 
that may be holding us back from truly following 
God and listening to His word.

Melissa Murphree



- Preparing -
Tuesday, December 8

Read Luke 3:7-18

Hanging On the Cliff with John 

When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was the 
popular thing to do, John exploded, “You brood of vipers!” 

“It’s your life that must change, not your skin. 
What counts is your life. 
Is it green and blossoming? 
Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.”  
The crowd asked him, “Then what are we supposed to do?”
To the (presumably poor) crowds he directs: “Share, be fair, and don’t 

bully.” 
This feels more like the stuff of Kindergarten than public preaching, 

which may be Luke’s point. Fidelity does not have to be heroic. 
Demonstrate your faithfulness by living a daily life marked by generosity. 
There are opportunities to do God’s will, to be God’s people, all around 
us. John may have come from the wilderness, but the crowds, including 
us, live in the towns, villages, and marketplace, and these, too, can be 
places of testing and the arenas in which we offer our fidelity to God 
through service to a neighbor.

My unease, this Advent, may have to do with how terribly far we are 
from economic justice two thousand years after the Baptist ranted at his 
original audience in the Jordan valley. The so-called fiscal cliff looms. Each 
one of us knows that the poorest in our communities suffer. The jobless 
and the underemployed, children living in poverty, and other economically 
disenfranchised folks are facing a truly frightening New Year.

We can listen for the Word of God in its most creative and 
revolutionary forms. We can listen to the stories of neighbors who 
struggle to make ends meet and who are scared about what will happen 
to their families’ finances when January comes. We can listen once more 

to the Advent story of the Light and hear how 
the darkness has not overcome it ( John 1:1-5).

The beauty of this passage is this: the crowds 
hear John describe things they could actually do. 

Perhaps we need to be unsettled, then. Be 
unsettled! 

Let your unease burn bright and holy in the 
darkness of this Advent.

Rosemary Cope



- Preparing -
Wednesday, December 9

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he 
is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of 
old and as in former years. Malachi 3:1-4 (NRSV)

The need to prepare for Christmas will press upon us these next few 
weeks. Children will begin to feel that Christmas will never come. Mom 
and Dad see it coming all too quickly.

Preparations have to be made. Travel must be coordinated with 
family miles away. The house has to be decorated for the holidays. Menus 
must be planned and food bought. Shopping must be done early. Some 
things cannot be found at the last moment. Do you suppose Christmas 
will find us ready this year?

Advent means “a coming” or “an appearing” of God. It is a call to 
preparation. It means getting prepared for a larger experience of God. 
Since our world is becoming smaller the heart must become vaster.

The prophet Malachi called on the people of his day to prepare for 
a fresh visitation from God. He promised the imminent appearance of 
God’s messenger to prepare the way for the coming of God Himself. He 
called on the priests of Israel and the laity as well to get ready for the 
refining fires of God in an oracle of judgment (Mal. 3:1-4). We still sing 
today, “I only design thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.”

Faithful waiting is the proper posture for Advent. God is coming 
soon for those who wait in faith. Our hearts must be carefully prepared 

for the coming of Christ into his world. Christ 
came in “the fullness of time” (Eph. 1:10). We 
cannot rush to Bethlehem. Some things must 
occur in our hearts on the Advent journey so that 
when we finally find the babe in the manger, we 
will know to drop to our knees.

The question is, “Will Christmas find us 
prepared this year?”

Larry Taylor



- Preparing -
Thursday, December 10

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 Philippians 2:5-11 NIV

In today’s society it is so easy to become completely enthralled in our 
own needs and selfish desires. It is so easy to look past the people in our 
own neighborhood and community that honestly need help. As a sinner, 
I feel my heart has often been hardened and I have found ways to justify 
my lack of compassion or assistance. However, as I reflect on this passage 
I am reminded that is nowhere near the mindset God has instructed me 
to have toward others. God gave us the ultimate gift: Himself through his 
Son Jesus Christ. Christ came to us as a gift of salvation, a gift of mercy. 
He also gave us the gift of humility. He gave us the perfect example of 
how to be a servant to others. He did not turn his nose to the outcast, He 
embraced them. He did not surround Himself with the social elite, but 
instead He fellowshipped with the poorest of poor. He showed endless 
mercy and compassion to sinners of all kind. He favored the weak over 
the self righteous. 

As we move through this Advent season let us humble ourselves, 
doing nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit; instead let us take 

on the nature of a servant. More importantly, 
let that same attitude of serving others 
continue past this Advent season. Our human 
sinfulness will always fall short but we must 
daily strive to live as Christ’s example, brining 
glory to God the Father. How marvelous it will 
be, when the day arrives that every knee should 
bow and tongue confess Jesus Christ is Lord! 

Brian and Sharon Frazier and  
Georgia, Ryan and Sarah



- Preparing -
Friday, December 11

Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His 
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when 
she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this 
woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to 
their home. I Samuel 2:18-20, 26

The arrival of Christmas season is already flooding the media, our 
mailboxes with catalogs, and shops encouraging us to buy for Christmas. 
Preparing lists, spending, wrapping gifts, now finds us centering on self 
and not Christ, during this season.

It is time to stop and reflect on how we prepare ourselves for 
Christmas and for the Christ Child. In 1Samuel 2:18-20, 26, we see 
Hannah making a little robe for Samuel to wear each year as she and her 
husband come to make a yearly sacrifice at the temple. Hannah’s focus 
was not on herself, but on her child. 

Hannah’s dedication to raising Samuel to love the Lord reminds me of 
parents who brought their children to worship services, dressing them in 
today’s garments, and encouraging them to follow in the ways of Christ.

Memories of my younger years are of my parents making sure we 
attended church wherever we lived. This example was given to them 
by their parents and grandparents. They were active in the church but 
I didn’t realize until later years, they were preparing me to also accept 
Christ and to be of service in the church and community. As a result of 
their example, I gave my life to Christ at 8 years of age and to this day 
continue to learn how to best serve the Lord. 

Verse 26 tells us that the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor 
both with the Lord and men. Luke 2:52 makes this same statement to 
describe the growth of the Christ-child.  Just like Hannah and Mary, 
we have the opportunity to care for children around us; in our families, 
in our church family, and in our community. As we care for them, teach 

them, and pray for them, they too can grow in favor 
with God and men.

Samuel was a gift given to God, while Christ, 
born of Mary, was God given to us. Remembering 
others, loving others, showing compassion and care 
to others, is our gift for this season. Above all, we 
must keep our Season Christ centered.

Sharon Summar



Read Luke 1:26-38 

In 2000 , our daughter Sarah, was a nursing student and she had 
become serious about anonymously donating one of her kidneys. In her 
pursuit, she discovered that to donate anonymously, she would have to 
have the surgery at a hospital in the Northeast. To avoid us from being 
inconvenienced or being financially burdened, she finally put the idea to 
rest with a prayer. “Lord, I surrender this to you.” 

Now, fast forward to Easter of 2002. Our daughter had agreed to 
visit the college Sunday School class at her Grandmother’s church in 
another town. By divine appointment, a college professor was substitute 
teacher that day, and he voiced a prayer request for a student of his that 
needed a kidney transplant but no matches had been found. Sarah got 
a chill when she heard the request. “Could this be?” Sarah inquired 
and discovered that she and the student had the same blood type and 
asked for his contact information. However, the college student did not 
encourage Sarah when she volunteered to be tested. After all, she was just 
a naïve 21 year old college student. Regardless, Sarah insisted on being 
tested and was an almost perfect match! 

Recently, Lee Chorn, husband, father of 4 and pastor at a vibrant 
Baptist Church in Alabama, was released by his nephrologist at 
Vanderbilt after 12 years of non-rejection and the successful transplant 
of Sarah’s kidney on Dec 3, 2002. Once strangers, they are now dear 
friends. Then, skeptical doctors said that Sarah’s tiny kidney (she was 
5’0” and 100 lbs) would never be able to perform all the kidney function 
that Lee’s 6”4” body would require. Luke 1:37 in this passage reminds us, 
“For nothing will be impossible with God!”. Lee Chorn has actually had 
perfectly normal kidney function the past 12 years! 

May we never doubt or fear when God calls us to do something 
difficult like Mary and Sarah but rather be prepared just to say, “Behold, 

I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word”, Luke 1:38. 

Margaret Snyder
and her husaband, Richard

- Preparing -
Saturday, December 12



As people heard the news of God’s coming to earth, they responded 
with joy and song. Advent is a time of great rejoicing as we focus afresh 
on the truth of God’s redeeming love. Scripture encourages us to be 
people of joy and sing to God “a new song.” We rejoice as we remember 
God’s work in the past. We also rejoice as we acknowledge God’s 
presence in our lives today. and the hope God has given us for the future. 
Sing and rejoice!

Listen to, or sing, a favorite Advent song and let it lead you in a time of 
rejoicing in the wonder of God’s love.

- Rejoicing -
Sunday, December 13



- Rejoicing -
Monday, December 14

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord. Luke 1:39-45 (NRSV)

Have you ever considered yourself “BLESSED” to help?
Helping often times goes unnoticed, the only reward a simple thank 

you….maybe. Honestly, it’s difficult to get excited about being “the help”, 
and yet that is exactly what Elizabeth and the unborn John the Baptist 
did. Both Elizabeth and her unborn child rejoice in their supporting 
roles. The fetal John the Baptist LEAPS in utero at the presence of his 
Savior, and Elizabeth is taken aback that Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
would come to her home to share the good the news and seek her 
support. They were called to help, to play a supporting role, and in their 
commitment to God’s plan they found the blessing of joy. 

How could Elizabeth and John the Baptist find such joy in their 
supporting roles? Because their expectation and focus was on glorifying 
God and not themselves. By submitting themselves to God’s plan they 
were able to find joy in the work God laid out for them. We often miss 
the blessings God has for us because we attempt to fit God’s will into 
our expectations. When called to help, we pass off our responsibility as 
unimportant, or trivial, or beneath us. If we allow our expectations to 
define the work God has called us to do, we will not find blessings, but 
instead be disappointed by our own entitlement. We are called to glorify 
God and when we truly submit to God, and our expectation is that God’s 

will be done, then we will find joy in whatever we 
are called to help further his kingdom. 

Elena Jones



- Rejoicing -
Tuesday, December 15

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud 
in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
to his descendants forever.”” Luke 1:46-55 (NRSV)

Advent is often described as a time of “expecting” – a time to look 
forward in hope and anticipation. One of the greatest parallels we have to 
this time of Advent is the experience of preparing for the birth of a child. 
After all, this is why we call soon-to-be parents “expecting” – not only 
expecting the child itself but expecting all of the change that child will 
bring. 

This is exactly the time we find Mary in when she speaks these 
words. Mary is in a time of great uncertainty and change – she is about 
to get married, to have a child, and to raise the Son of God. In this 
time of uncertainty, Mary chooses to focus on the character of God. As 
everything else is changing, I believe Mary is choosing to focus on the 
one thing she knows will not change. Mary not only draws from her own 
experiences of God (“for the Mighty One has done great things for me”), 
but she also reminds herself of all she has seen God doing for others 
(“He has filled the hungry with good things”). 

I think we can learn a lot from Mary’s approach. As I am finishing 
my last year of college, I am also facing a time of change and uncertainty 
(although not quite as much as Mary, thank goodness). As everything 
is changing, I find great comfort in focusing on the One who does not 

change. I try to remind myself not just of what 
God has done for me, but what I’ve seen God 
do all over the world. I don’t know what kind of 
change you are facing this Advent season, but I can 
assure you of one thing: the same God will carry 
you in the future as the God who is holding you 
right now. 

Laura Bean



- Rejoicing -
Wednesday, December 16

Read Luke 1:68-79

I love it when there is a time in my life when I am overwhelmed with 
God. As Christians, we call these times “Mountaintop Experiences.” In 
Luke 1, Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and overflowed with 
the joy of the Lord.

I remember several of those times during my almost 60 years. When 
I was 22 years old, I had just graduated from Nursing School and started 
my first job in a hospital in Huntington, WV. I was on night shift, as all 
“Newbies” must serve their time. It was Christmas Eve, and I was in the 
Cardiac ICU.

In 1978, cardiac patients were treated differently than they are today. 
On night shift, everyone got a back rub, clean sheets, and a Valium. 
Lights were turned low and we sat in front of a stack of monitors, 
watching heart rhythms. Two of us, new to the profession, were fortunate 
to work with a sweet, godly charge nurse. She had made individually 
wrapped cookies and sent Steve and me to take them to each unit, since 
she wouldn’t dare leave us “kids” with the patients.

We were going from one nurse’s station to another, enjoying passing 
out treats we didn’t even prepare. Carols were playing softly over the PA 
system. It wasn’t such a bad way to spend Christmas Eve after all. We 
were laughing and talking, and enjoying a few of the homemade goodies.

 As we turned down the hall to the Newborn Nursery, the lights in 
the hallway were off and the babies were all wrapped snuggly, adorned in 
little red and white crocheted hats. The song “O, Holy Night” began to 
play, and we both stopped and just felt how special it was to be there.

While we there, the nurse brought in a brand new baby boy from 
Labor and Delivery. She put him in the isolette and began to care for 
him. While standing there in the dark on Christmas Eve, watching a 
newborn baby boy suck on his fist and kick his legs, I was overwhelmed 
with the love of the Father for me. 

We stood there until the song was over, then 
walked silently back to ICU. We didn’t talk about 
it to anyone, but years later on social media, we 
remembered that night. Almost 4 decades later, it 
still stands out as a time when “God came down.” 
It was a taste of the joy of heaven.

Toni Walker
and  grandson, Cole Anderson



- Rejoicing -
Thursday, December 17

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord 
God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. With joy you 
will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the 
nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing praises to the Lord, for he has 
done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, 
O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 Isaiah 12:2-6 (NRSV)

Rejoicing is what Don and I did for two weeks in October. We had 
never experienced such fall beauty as we did touring the New England 
states. We have not been able to share with enough people the joy we 
experienced and how that joy moved us to rejoice with the knowledge 
that we were truly blessed in 2015 to travel to a new area of the country 
and to experience something remarkable in our lives. The beauty of the 
world that we saw and soaked up for those days became more than just a 
travel experience, it became part of our spiritual journey. We felt that we 
were drawing nearer to God as we were opening ourselves up more to the 
realization of God’s power and love for all of creation.

The anticipation of joy and the feeling of rejoicing in the beauty of 
the trees and mountains and country side became worshipful moments. It 
was as if a new song was being sung each day as we viewed the panorama 
of the vista before us. The song of praise in Isaiah 12 shares that we 
should sing unto the Lord for God has done glorious things. God cared 
so much for humankind that not only was a world of enormous beauty 
prepared but God’s whole being was filled with love and joy for all of 
creation. Humankind is blessed to share in the assurance that God 
desired to be in relationship with creation for all time. Redemptive 
love came down to humankind and salvation was delivered into the 
world with the birth of the Christ child. The joy celebrated at the birth 

continues today with humankind singing and 
rejoicing not only at Christmas time but all year 
long. May we all continue to be open to moments 
of rejoicing each day in our lives as the beauty of 
God’s presence is offered daily to each of us.

Judy Campbell
and husband, Don



- Rejoicing -
Friday, December 18

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right 
hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. The Lord has made known 
his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. He has 
remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the 
ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Sing praises to 
the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets 
and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. Let the 
sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. Let the floods 
clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, 
for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with equity . Psalm 98 (NRSV)

Resound – to fill a place with sound; be loud enough to echo
Each year, I seek out the opportunity to take my family to the Gulf 

Coast. My love for the sea and sand began on early childhood trips to 
Camp Helen. My family joined my best friend’s family and others for a 
few days at this seaside retreat on the outskirts of Panama City Beach. 
We slept in concrete cabins, ate meals in the mess hall, enjoyed the bay 
and ocean each day, and socialized around shuffleboard and basketball in 
the evenings. It was magical! 

To my delight, the beauty of Camp Helen has been preserved. 
Though no longer in operation as I remember it, it is now a Florida State 
Park. Most years, with some persuasion, I can convince my family to 
let me take a walk down memory lane. This year, we enjoyed the shade 
provided by what remains of the old pier on the ocean during our visit to 
the park. 

At the ocean’s edge, I marvel at the beauty and expanse of God’s 
creation. I take a deep breath, and I am refreshed. I am still, for a 
moment, as I watch my children delightfully playing in the world’s largest 

sandbox.
This Advent season, we will display love 

to our family and friends and to those less 
fortunate. We will gather to sing praises and to 
be still. May our lives and work echo, as with the 
sea, in loud adoration of God’s Greatest Gift!

Judy Lowe and family



- Rejoicing -
Saturday, December 19

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

 Philippians 4:4-8 (NRSV)

I love the lyrics in the Christmas song, which says, “It’s the most 
wonderful time of the year.” Indeed, it is the perfect time for us to prepare 
ourselves for worship of the most precious gift to mankind…a Savior.

Preparing my home for the Christmas holidays has always been a 
passion of mine. I’ve had several large Christmas trees in every room, 
decorated in the most beautiful, glowing splendor. Nativity scenes graced 
throughout. Though my home always looked beautiful, what about 
my heart? Did it also glow with God’s love? Philippians 4 tells us to 
rejoice always, think on that which is praiseworthy. Christmas becomes 
more special to us when we keep our focus on the main purpose for 
celebrating; that being the birth of the Messiah.

For many years, when I lived in Shelbyville, I loved to open my home 
to all the members of my church during the Christmas holidays. It was 
such a blessed time for feasting on delicious food and having a time of 
fellowship. We gathered around my piano to sing praises to God and 
thank Him for giving us His Most precious gift, the Messiah.

Let us always remember the real meaning for 
Christmas, and may this Advent season be a time of 
renewal for each one of us to draw closer to God.

Helen Ponder



The angel told Joseph to name the baby Emmanuel, which means 
“God with us.” The amazing truth of Advent is that God became one of 
us, and broke down the wall of separation between God and humankind. 
Although we still look forward to the complete fulfillment of God’s 
promises, God is with us now in a new, more intimate way. Indeed, the 
risen Christ has come to live in our hearts and lives. Advent challenges 
us to live in awareness of God’s presence with us each day, and to let His 
light shine through us.

Reflection Question:
How can you be more aware of God’s presence in and around you in the week 
ahead?

- God With Us -
Sunday, December 20



- God With Us -
Monday, December 21

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. Luke 2:1-7 (NRSV)

Have you ever had a moment when you think you have everything 
together but you really don’t? I sure have had my fair share of these 
moments. Being prepared is hard when you’re not focused. During the 
holiday season life can get very busy and it is easy to lose sight of what 
is really important. This verse teaches me that Mary and Joseph might 
not have had everything together and perhaps they even lost track of 
what really was important at the time. But in the end they ultimately 
realized what really was important to them, a newborn baby named 
Jesus. So during this Advent season, remember that it’s ok to not always 
be perfectly prepared. Take the time to look around you and notice the 
small things and realize what the important things really are. Thank 
God for allowing you to have these moments with Him because you 
easily could have missed it.

Erica Goslowsky



- God With Us -
Tuesday, December 22

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

 Luke 2:8-14 (NRSV)

The Best Christmas Gift 
In the story of Jesus’ birth, one scene that is often brought up or thought 

about is the story of the shepherds. Now, I have grown up hearing this story 
and have heard it discussed in many different ways. The part I would like 
to focus on takes place in verses 10 and 11, “But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.’” These two verses tell about the first account of sharing 
the good news about Jesus. One of the very first things to occur after Jesus’ 
birth was the proclamation of his arrival. Imagine what it would have been 
like to hear this kind of news, and for it to be displayed in such a way. It 
would have been an experience like none other, something you would 
remember and rejoice about always. The lives of the shepherds must have 
been changed forever. That has to be the best Christmas gift anyone could 
ever receive.

Another key point to this part of the story is not just the fact that His 
arrival was instantaneously shared, but with whom it was shared. Shepherds, 

in the time of Jesus’ birth, were very low in the social 
hierarchy, so for them to be the first told, shows that 
this information is meant for all to hear. We should 
not keep this information to ourselves or to a select 
few we choose. Quite the opposite. This should be 
something that we can’t bear to keep in; something 
we dream about sharing with everyone we encounter. 
I believe that giving presents during Christmas is a 
wonderful tradition that should be continued, but I 
think that it is about time we gave the best gift of all.

Ben Wells



- God With Us -
Wednesday, December 23

Read Luke 2:15-21a

When we read Luke’s account of the birth of Christ, we tend to focus 
on the angels’ glorious announcement to the shepherds. However, while 
that part of the story is spectacular, we should not forget the shepherds’ 
actions after their angelic encounter, for their reactions provide models of 
how we should act as present-day Christians. First, after their encounter, 
the shepherds did not sit and ponder what had just happened to them. 
Instead, they acted and went to Bethlehem to find Jesus. As Christians, 
we tend to want to think about Christ rather than be like Christ. Being 
like Christ requires action, such as sheltering the homeless and feeding 
the hungry. We can all take a lesson from the shepherds in terms of 
acting out our faith rather than just thinking about it. For acting out our 
faith is the ultimate form of worship.

Second, the shepherds show us that we don’t need to be ashamed of 
sharing our faith. Telling others about a sighting of a multitude of angels 
and about the birth of Jesus may have caused some incredulous looks 
from others, but the shepherds shared the news anyway. We live in a time 
where we tend to be concerned about what others will think if we tell 
them about our faith, but we should take a lesson from the shepherds and 
tell them anyway! While we may not encounter a multitude of angels, 
we see Christ’s love, grace, and mercy in our lives every day – from the 
smallest answered prayer to the most miraculous healing or provision. 
Sharing our faith shows that Christ is just as present today as he was in 
the shepherds’ time, for he is the living, risen Lord.

When we look at the story of Jesus’ birth, the angels make one of 
the most powerful impressions, but the shepherds’ actions after that 
encounter provide us with an example of how to live our Christian lives – 
through action and through sharing our faith. When we do these things, 
the season of Advent can be seen in our lives throughout the year, for 

living out and sharing our faith demonstrates the 
fulfillment of Advent and God with us.

Mary Beth Asbury



- God With Us -
Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. John 1:1-9 (NRSV)

John 1:1-9 states unequivocally that Christ was with God in the 
beginning, that through Christ all things were made, and in Him is life 
and light. John the Baptist came as a witness to testify regarding the 
light, but Christ is the true light, and the light shines in the darkness. 

Christmas is the most celebrated holiday in the United States, yet 
it never fails to astound me when I think of what it really means. The 
God of the universe, who made the earth and everything in it, whose 
astounding creativity we can see every day, who is holy and righteous and 
omniscient and omnipresent, came to earth a as baby in a poor family 
and slept His first night on earth in a horse trough. One of my favorite 
songs of the season is “Welcome to Our World” by Chris Rice. In one 
part of that song is the line “fragile finger sent to heal us, tender brow 
prepared for thorn; tiny heart whose blood will save us, unto us is born”. 
This line poetically sums up the incredible reality of Christmas for me: 
the God of the universe came to earth to set in motion the possibility 
of redemption for all of humanity, and even me. Verse 14 of John 1 says 
that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. That is the Christmas 
story, the part that I cannot wrap my head around and understand: the 

Creator of the universe loved us so much that He 
came to earth to dwell among us, and ultimately 
to die for our redemption. May we all never fail to 
remember this in the midst of all of the festivities 
of the season. 

Kevin Rigsby



- God With Us -
Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day

Read John 1:10-18

Merry Christmas! The BIG day has arrived. As the great theologian, 
the Nestle Quick Bunny, said years ago, “Good Things Come to Those 
Who Wait!” Yes, we have been waiting for this most wonderful day to 
arrive and Christmas is here! Emmanuel – God is with us! 

Most of us have been waiting this holiday season. To be truly honest, 
most Americans of all ages have been waiting in long lines, looking forward 
to family parties, waiting for the opportunity to open gifts, yearning to hear 
the sounds of Christmas, and for followers of Jesus: we have been waiting to 
worship and give thanks for the arrival of the Christ child. 

Rather than reflecting this Christmas Day on how humanity waited 
for Christ’s arrival thousands of years ago, consider that God was waiting, 
was planning, was preparing for the Word to become flesh. Have you 
ever considered such a thing and tried to imagine our Almighty God’s 
perspective? I cannot fathom how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit was 
at work in this magnificent moment. Forever, the Trinity has and will be 
at work but in one moment, God’s revelation to humanity took on a new 
look. Jesus, God and man, had arrived. 

Unlike the other gospels, the Gospel of John does not begin with a 
narrative birth of Jesus but instead begins with eternity. John 1 functions 
like a prologue or hymn and declares that Christ has come to redeem 
humanity. We read today’s text that the Word, Jesus Christ, was the agent 
of creation and came as a baby to reveal God’s grace and glory in human 
form. In the Triune God’s amazing way and in mysterious timing, the 
Word became flesh as the one-of-a-kind Son of God. Amazing! God 
would now live or “tabernacle” among us. The glory of God was personal 
and real to all humanity.

On this Christmas day, Christ is with us. As we read the Scripture, 
sing songs of Christmas praise, break bread together or minister to those 
in need, may each of us know that we are children of God because God 

became a child many years ago. Thanks be to God 
for this ultimate gift!

Carter, James. Laymen’s Bible Commentary; 
Nashville: 1984.

Brent Greene
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