
 

 

2018 Advent Devotionals: Heritage Edition 
 

In honor of our church’s 175th Anniversary, for this Advent booklet 
the Christian Formation Ministry Team selected meaningful 
Advent devotionals from booklets in previous years.  A heritage 
Advent booklet was also done in the year 2000, so we selected 
devotionals from 2001 to 2017.  What a delightful journey it has 
been to review these devotionals!   I frequently wiped tears from 
my eyes as people I have journeyed with through the years shared 
from their hearts and lives.   The challenge, of course, was to 
narrow down the list of so many good devotionals!  My thanks goes 
to the team for helping to make these selections, and to Brittany 
Dye for compiling this booklet.  Our hope is that the devotionals 
will be as meaningful to you as they were to us! 
 
Each devotional is based on a scripture passage.  Where space 
permitted, we have printed a portion of the scripture.  However, to 
get the full benefit, I encourage you to keep a Bible handy and read 
the entire scripture passage prior to reading each devotional. 
 
The devotionals are divided into four traditional weekly themes of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  These themes summarize well what 
God brought to us 2,000 years ago when He entered into time and 
space as a tiny baby.  Our prayer is that these devotionals will draw 
us together as a church community, and draw us closer to the One 
we celebrate during this Advent season. 
 
Phil Potratz, Minister of Christian Formation 
 
Christian Formation Ministry Team: Brittany Dye, Jeff Fryer, 
Jonathan Jordan, Ashli Lamons, Jim Whitaker & Jonathan Wright 
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Week 1  

Messages of Hope 
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Messages of Hope  

Sunday, December 2 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
  
The need to prepare for Christmas will press upon us these next few 
weeks. Children will begin to feel that Christmas will never come. Mom 
and Dad see it coming all too quickly. 
 
Preparations have to be made. Travel must be coordinated with family 
miles away. The house has to be decorated for the holidays. Menus must 
be planned and food bought. Shopping must be done early. Some things 
cannot be found at the last moment. Do you suppose Christmas will find 
us ready this year? 
 
Advent means ‘’a coming’’ or ‘’an appearing’’ of God. It is a call to 
preparation. It means getting prepared for a larger experience of God. 
Since our world is becoming smaller the heart must become vaster.  

 
The prophet Malachi called on the 
people of his day to prepare for a fresh 
visitation from God.  He promised the 
imminent appearance of God’s 
messenger to prepare the way for the 
coming of God Himself. He called on 
the priests of Israel and the laity as well 
to get ready for the refining fires of 
God in an oracle of judgement (Mal. 
3:1-4). We still sing today, “I only 
design thy dross to consume and thy 
gold to refine.’’  
 

Faithful waiting is the proper posture for Advent. God is coming soon for 
those who wait in faith. Our hearts must be carefully prepared for the 
coming of Christ into his world. Christ came in “the fullness of time” 
(Eph. 1:10). We cannot rush to Bethlehem. Some things must occur in 
our hearts on the Advent journey so that when we finally find the babe in 
the manger, we will know to drop to our knees. 
 
The question is,’’ Will Christmas find us prepared this year?’’  
 
Larry Taylor (2015) 
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Messages of Hope 
 

Monday, December 3 
 

Luke 1:46-55 
 

“And Mary[a] said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior.” 

 
Advent is often described as a time of ‘’expecting’’- a time to look 
forward in hope and anticipation. One of the greatest parallels we have to 
this time of Advent is the experience of preparing for the birth of a child. 
After all, this is why we call soon to be parents ‘’expecting’’ – not only 
expecting the child itself but expecting all of the change that child will 
bring.  
                   
This is exactly the time we find Mary in when she speaks these words. 
Mary is in a time of great uncertainty and change – she is about to get 
married, to have a child, and to raise the Son of God. In this time of 
uncertainty, Mary chooses to focus on 
the character of God.  As everything 
else is changing, I believe Mary is 
choosing to focus on the one thing 
she knows will not change. Mary not 
only draws from her own experience 
of God (“for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me’’), but she 
also reminds herself of all she has seen 
God doing for others (“He has filled 
the hungry with good things’’). 
 
I think we can learn a lot from Mary’s 
approach. As I am finishing my last year of college, I am also facing a time 
of change and uncertainty (although not quite as much as Mary, thank 
goodness). As everything is changing, I find great comfort in focusing on 
the One who does not change. I try to remind myself not just of what 
God has done for me, but what I’ve seen God do all over the world. I 
don’t know what kind of change you are facing this Advent season, but I 
can assure you of one thing: the same God will carry you in the future as 
the God who is holding you right now. 

 
Laura Bean Allen (2015)



 

 3 

Page 5 

Messages of Hope  

Tuesday, December 4 
 

Romans 15:13 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abide in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 
There is a picture of Beth in my office at work.  She is in a hospital 
bed with both her legs in traction because of a broken leg. She 
hung like that for two weeks. She was only 3. That picture is a 
reminder that things can always be worse.  On June 6th, things 
were almost worse.  Three members of our family were injured in a 
car accident that day.  The injuries were all “healable.”  As I drove 

to Kentucky to be with them it never 
dawned on me to ask, “Why us? Why 
now?”  Over and over God has 
shown me that if I just give him my 
faith and hope he will take care of my 
needs.  It was with that sense of peace 
that I walked into that emergency 
room nearly 3 hours later and was 
able to accept what had happened and 
began to figure out what our next 
move was. 
 
When we place our trust in God, he 
provides the hope in desperate 

situations.  That hope will give us the calm, trust, peace and joy we 
need to ride out those rough waves in our lives. 
 
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  Anytime a 
baby is born, new hope is born. Hope for the future, our families, 
and ourselves.  Take time during this Christmas season to share 
some hope with families, children, or other individuals who need 
it.   
 
Scott and Rebecca Spahr (2002) 
 



 

 3 

Page 6 

Messages of Hope  

Wednesday, December 5  

Isaiah 60:1-3 
 

“For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.” 

 
As I read the verse over and over preparing for this devotion, the word 
“darkness” stuck with me more than any of the other words. In this 
world and this time, it feels like the darkness has taken over and all we 
hear about are bad stories and meanness. As we let this darkness take over 
our emotions and our day to day activity, it can often be 
hard to let the light of Jesus Christ shine through that darkness. 
 
Ten years ago, my husband and I lost our little girl, Brooke, at her birth. 
That was a darkness that I have never felt before and I was not up for 
letting Christ’s light shine through the darkness. I struggled through that 
time. God had blessed us with twin boys a little over a year after Brooke’s 
passing, but there was still no light for 
my darkness. When the twins were 
about four years old, we were talking 
about their sister and it was at that 
point, just by a comment made by an 
innocent child, the light finally broke 
through. One of the twins said, “Why 
are we sad, she is in Heaven, the best 
place ever. She is with God and He is 
with her.” 
 
That one part, “He is with her,” is 
when I realized that even in my 
darkest times, God was always with me, his light was always there in me 
to shine through. I had the ability to move on, not forget, but move on, 
with the Holy Spirit in my heart.  
 
In this verse God calls us to get up, wake up and stand tall rather than 
bend over in defeat through our difficult times. Christ is always in our 
hearts and we must acknowledge his presence to let his light shine 
through. We have the ability each and every day to shine through any 
dark times, and that ability is God. 
	
Keri Bunasky (2016) 
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Messages of Hope  

Thursday, December 6  

Hebrews 11:13-16 
 

“But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them.” 
  

Home is where the heart is. As we write this devotional we are sitting in 
our kitchen, the room that many people consider to be the heart of the 
home. After being in this house for 16 years we decided it was time to do 
some upgrades and renovate our kitchen. While it is chaotic now, we 

know that the end result will be worth the 
energy, effort, and money. 
  

The timing of this particular project is far 
from ideal. Here we sit with our kitchen 
spread out between the dining room and 
three different bedrooms! Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are right around the corner, and 
one of the reasons we wanted to get this 
project done was so that our home was 
ready for the time when our family all 
gathers to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  
  

The biblical patriarchs referred to in 
Hebrews 11:13-16 were nomadic people. They moved and lived in tents 
in the open air, closer to nature than we do. Their home was wherever 
they pitched their tent; their loved ones and their faith are truly what 
made their tent a home. The promise of a heavenly home meant a great 
deal more to them than it might to us because it was the promise of more 
stability than they enjoyed.  
  

We spend a great deal of time in maintaining and improving our earthly 
residences, when in actuality they mean very little. This year let us 
dedicate this season to preparing ourselves – and our families – to enjoy 
our heavenly home with Christ. He has prepared it for us and all we have 
to do is accept his invitation. There is no upkeep, no cleaning, no 
painting (Hallelujah!); there is only the joy of living eternally with our 
Savior. 
 

Mark and Debbie Crocker (2011) 
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Messages of Hope  

Friday, December 7  

Isaiah 40:31 
 

“but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
 

The NRSV translation reads like this: Those who WAIT on the 
Lord will renew their strength. Waiting is not an activity that is 
valued in our culture. In fact, in almost every aspect of our lives we 
are encouraged to produce results and to do so quickly. Wait on 
the Lord? With our hectic 
schedules and fast paced lives, we 
hardly know how to begin. I 
have found, however, that when 
I have forced myself to slow 
down and spend time with God, 
I AM less weary. There is an 
energizing that comes from 
focusing on those things that 
really matter. I feel that I can 
“soar on wings like eagles.” 
 
There is no more hectic time than the Christmas season. Our 
prayer is that we all will make “waiting on the Lord” the first thing 
on our schedules. 
 
Rick and Cathy Bean (2003) 
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Messages of Hope  

Saturday, December 8  

Romans 15:13 
 

Hope. It is a word that we often take for granted and use without understanding 
it. Many times, we often hear people say I hope for this or for that. I hope I get 
this for Christmas. I hope to get into this school. I hope this person wins the 
election. I hope this team wins the big game. 
  

It is as if we look at hope as being optimistic. Henri Nouwen was asked the 
question once if he was an optimist. His response was that he was not, but it did 
not matter since he lives in hope, not optimism. What does that mean to live in 
hope? For me and my family it means that we live knowing that it does not 
matter what happens day in and day out, that there is hope in the fact that what 
Christ teaches us about the kingdom of God will come about because it was 
promised by God and fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  

It is in that power of God, even to defeat death, 
that we have the promise of hope. As we enter 
into this time of Advent, we are reminded that 
there is hope in the birth of a child named Jesus. 
That through His life, teachings, death, and 
resurrection there is hope for anyone who wants 
it. 
  

Hope is like a compass that God has given us to 
guide our daily lives through all of life regardless 
of what happens to us. It reminds us that 
anything that happens to us needs to be looked at 
through the promises of God and the gift of hope 
in Jesus Christ. Too often we have the compass 
in our pockets and we do not pull it out and let it 

guide us. As we enter into the “season,” let us be reminded that God provides us 
hope, and hope can guide us in all situations. 
  

Do you want joy? Do you want peace? Do you want the world to slow down a 
little? Is the pace of life difficult for you? Put your hope in Jesus through the 
promises of God. We have a God of hope and the greatest thing that we as 
Christians can hope for is the gift of eternal life because of the hope that God has 
given us through Jesus Christ. Faith in that hope will bring us joy and peace in a 
fast paced and frenzied world. 
  

Prayer: God, thank you for the gift of hope that You have given us through 
Jesus Christ. Let us remember in difficult times that we can always look to 
You. Help us to pull out the compass of hope so that You will fill us until we 
overflow with joy, peace, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Whitaker Family (2008) 
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Week 2  
Messages of Peace 
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Messages of Peace  

Sunday, December 9  

Matthew 1:23 
 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).” 

 

My understanding of Christmas, much like my understanding of God, has 
grown as I have grown, and taken on deeper meaning with new life 
experiences. As a young child, Christmas primarily meant receiving 
presents and being with loved ones.  
 

My mother often baked a special birthday cake for Jesus on Christmas 
Eve, and in my elementary years I began to realize that Christmas was not 
just about presents, but about Jesus being born into the world. 

 

In middle school I became acutely 
aware of my own sinfulness and began 
to understand that Christmas meant 
God sending his son to a sinful world 
so that I might be forgiven and have a 
relationship with him. 
 

As a young adult and then as a father, I 
began to experience the joy of giving 
to others and began to see Christmas 

more from God’s point of view. Christmas became more about giving 
and drawing close to God and each other.  
                

Perhaps my most enduring Christmas memory, however, is a sermon 
illustration my Pastor-father preached one December when I was in high 
school. It was about a farmer who knew a severe winter storm was 
coming and was trying to get a flock of geese into a barn for protection. 
No matter how he tried, the geese only ran away from him in fear. It 
finally dawned on him that the only way to get the geese to safety would 
be if he could become one of them so that he could communicate with 
them and lead them into the barn. The meaning of Christmas, Dad said, 
was that God became one of us so that he could communicate with us 
and show us how to live.  
 

This has remained a powerful illustration of Christmas for me – that God 
cared enough to become like me, so that I could know and understand 
him. Christmas truly is about “Immanuel”– God with us. 
 
 

Phil Potratz (2014)
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Messages of Peace  

Monday, December 10  

Luke 2:19 
 

In the Gospel of Luke, a young virgin Jewish girl named Mary had her 
world turned upside down when an angel told her she was about to 
become pregnant with the long-awaited Messiah, hoped for and prayed 
for by the Jewish people for centuries.  She had to tell both her family 
and her fiancé the story and prayed they would believe her. Death by 
stoning awaited her if either did not. It would be just a matter of time 
before word would get out into her community, and she knew that for 
the rest of her life she would see the judgmental smirks and the scandalous 
whispers of a pregnancy before marriage. 
            

Months later, and hours before giving 
birth, Mary would experience the horrible, 
bouncing ride on the back of a donkey 
from her home in Nazareth to a stinky, 
unsanitary barn in the village of 
Bethlehem. Shortly after birth of her son, 
Jesus, poor strangers appeared to worship 
him. And how did Mary, a young teenage 
girl, handle this? Luke 2:19 states,’’ But 
Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.’’ 
 

Each Christmas season, we all have 
moments when powerful memories are triggered, some warm and fuzzy, 
some not. I remember getting sick every Christmas until my parents had 
me tested for allergies, and we found out I was allergic to most real 
Christmas trees, prompting the use of fake ones to this very day. I 
remember the last time my lone surviving grandparent stayed with us for 
Christmas. I remember sights, sounds, smells, and church traditions 
associated with my formative years. 
               

As an adult, I fondly recall my first Christmas as husband to Ann, then 
later as a father to Amanda and Chris. I tremble in recalling the Christmas 
when Chris got pneumonia as a toddler so severe he had to be 
hospitalized. Forty years earlier, before the wide spread use of antibiotics, 
he would surely have died. Now, both my parents are gone. Amanda has 
married Aaron, a wonderful young man, and I find myself following 
Mary’s example, treasuring all these memories in my heart … and 
pondering them. 
Charles Nored (2014) 
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Messages of Peace  

Tuesday, December 11  

Colossians 1:15-22 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 

have been created through him and for him.” 
 
Contemplating Christmas, separation from God and the need for 
reconciliation is not at the top of my list with carols, decorations and gifts. 
It’s on the list, but toward the bottom where I don’t have to see because 
it doesn’t make me feel all warm and fuzzy. I feel neither warm nor fuzzy 
about my shortcomings or the accuracy of criticism. But I always feel 
warm and fuzzy about babies! I think of the one God gave to me and 
how perfect I thought she was. My child has always been able to bring 
about humility in me and the ability to face my less than attractive 
characteristics and see them, rather than push them aside. 
 

Ultimately, there was much insight into our 
humanity when God sent our Savior as a baby. 
Colossians 1:20-22 reminds me that I have always 
needed, and will always need, reconciliation with 
God. Long before I needed it, that reconciliation 
became available to me in the form of a sweet 
little powdery smelling, cuddly baby. A precious 
little newborn who grew to be the most powerful 
leader in the world, although the world did not 
recognize Him. He built a spiritual bridge so I 
could face my shortcomings and cross that bridge 
into complete reconciliation with God. He knew 
two thousand years before I was born that He 
would be my only way to the Father. He came in 

a most adorable way to give me the most magnificent gift in the world … 
true and complete reconciliation with God. 
 
Looking forward to the festivities of the season and thinking of that 
treasured little baby’s birth, I revel in the blessedness of reconciliation He 
grew up to make available for me and for you. What a time for renewal 
of reconciliation is upon us! Another reason for celebration this season!! 
Edie Pope (2017)  
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Messages of Peace  

Wednesday, December 12  

Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
We love to go to the mountains. We like to visit the Smokies. We like to 
snow ski. This summer we took a train ride to Montana to visit the 
Rockies.  
 
I believe we are drawn to the mountains. They rise in majestic glory 
above the surrounding country. Their height and beauty are no accident. 
They are created by God. Some are shaped by folds, others by faults and 
some are shoved over others in a process called overthrust. God made 
each in a demonstration of his power. The same Creator who pushed 
together some dust and breathed into it 
the breath of life, mashed together the 
rocks of the earth to create the high places 
that draw our attention.  
 
Every mountain on this earth shares one 
thing in common. No matter where they 
are located or how they were formed, 
they share one characteristic. They are 
crumbling; each day they lose a little of 
themselves. They are slowly being 
returned to what they were before God 
made them mountains.  
 
The prophet Isaiah tells us the mountains of God’s temple will be chief 
among the mountains one day. All people will be drawn to His 
mountain. It will be a time of peace, and people will reshape the items 
they used for war into farm tools. 
 
Today while we scurry about, worrying about every hiccup on the 
world’s stage, reacting to every whine and cry of incessant talking heads, 
God is at work. His mountain is being raised up while all the other 
mountains are being destroyed. His mountain stands indestructible. He 
calls us to remain faithful to Him until that day and not to be distracted 
by worldly things. We have His promise of never-ending love. Until that 
day our path is clear. “Let us walk in the light of the Lord.” 
 
David and Nancy Bragg (2010) 
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Messages of Peace  

Thursday, December 13  

Matthew 6:21 
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

The season of Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation. We are 
called to take these few weeks leading up to Christmas to really prepare 
our hearts for the coming of Christ. This is also a season that is deeply 
rooted in tradition, customs that are often passed on for generations. For 
many, rituals can help them truly connect with Christ and the season of 
Advent. However, when asked to tell a story about traditions or moments 

when I have truly experienced Christ, I 
realized how easy it is for me to get lost in 
regularity. Invariability during Advent has 
slowly become my enemy; the 
repetitiveness of it all often causes me to 
lose my focus. 
        
I experience Christ the most in moments 
of spontaneity. I find Christ in moments of 
peace; those few moments during Advent 
when I can sit down and talk to God. I feel 
the presence of Christ in fellowship, 
growth that we experience together as a 
church. I experience Christ in the purest 
forms of merriment. I find Christ in 
individual worship, moments when I can 

set everything else aside and remind myself of what Christ means to me. 
Christ is alive in me in times of giving. There is something about Advent 
that reminds us of the grace and generosity that we have been so 
relentlessly given, and encourages us to reciprocate.  
          
These moments, though, cannot be planned or formatted. These 
moments are so beautifully pure, much like the story of Christ. These are 
the moments when I experience Christ the most; these are my 
“traditions.”  
 
Alexandra Bozeman Sharp (2014) 
Note: The 2014 Booklet asked members to share stories & traditions that 
helped them experience Christ at Christmas. 
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Messages of Peace  

Friday, December 14  

Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
In Isaiah 42:1-4, God has just led the Israelites back home to Judah after 
their exile in Babylon. Isaiah is comforting the Israelites by foretelling the 
coming of Jesus, the Messiah. The Messiah, through His supreme 
sacrifice, offers hope to the weak, forgiveness, and peace to the world. 
Welcome home Israelites!  
  
We all look forward to home: a place of comfort, love, and freedom from 
exacting activity. Some of our favorite returns to home are back to our 
childhood experiences; especially at Christmas. One of my favorite 
memories goes back to my early days in a small, country mission Baptist 
church in rural Kentucky. My dad was the pastor. 
  
On the Sunday night before Christmas, 
the church had a pageant to portray the 
birth of Christ. A young couple played 
Mary and Joseph. My dad was King 
Herod. Folks came from far and near. 
After the service, the Deacons gave each 
person a brown bag with hard candy, 
nuts, and an orange. The bags were 
prepared on the previous Saturday by my 
family as we sat around the dining room 
table. This was truly a time of the family 
together sharing the spirit of Christmas. 
  
On Christmas Eve, carolers delivered 
additional bags to the shut-ins. For some 
this was the only gift they received at Christmas. But the best gift was the 
story of the miracle of Jesus’ birth and the hope, love, and forgiveness that 
He offered – the same message that Isaiah foretold to the Israelites over 
700 years before the birth of Christ. 
  
As we prepare for celebrating the birth of Christ, what Christmas home 
experience can we share with others so that they may also experience 
Jesus’ message of hope, love, and forgiveness?   
 
Paul and Valona Aspy (2011) 
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Messages of Peace  

Saturday, December 15  

Luke 2:15-18 
 

The thing that interests me most about the verses is that God chose to 
send His message to a seemingly random group of shepherds. There were 
probably priests in or near Bethlehem; priests who would have known 
the prophecies and would have had a greater understanding of what the 
angels’ message meant. However, my belief is that God chose the 
shepherds because they had two things that many of the priests lacked: 
honesty and humility. 
 

The shepherds were ready to hear the 
truth. The priests, despite their far 
greater knowledge, throughout the life 
of Jesus showed a great unwillingness 
to honestly consider ideas that did not 
simply confirm what they already 
believed. The shepherds had no such 
problem; they took the angels’ message 
at face value, which is exactly the true 
faith that God needed. 
 

Through all of this they were humble 
and trusted God. Unlike many of the 

priests, they never pretended to know God’s plan, so when it was 
revealed, they accepted it as truth. If the message had been given to the 
priests, some of them might have been so proud that they would trust 
their own knowledge over even a miracle. Those that did accept it would 
have discussed its theological implications only with other priests, but 
they would not have taken the message to the people like the shepherds. 
The shepherds didn’t need to remind themselves every morning to spread 
the message; it was so important to them that all they had to do was let it 
flow through them.  
 
We all have important experiences with God, whether He is revealed to 
us when we are alone or through the kindness of others. We are not 
asked to make a checklist of people to preach to; we are just asked to be 
honest about the importance of God in our lives, not only to Sunday 
School teachers and pastors but especially to those who do not know God 
themselves.  We have to let the message flow through us.   
Eric Bean (2005) 
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Week 3  
Messages of Joy 
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Messages of Joy  

Sunday, December 16  

Isaiah 51:11 
 

Life is filled with events that can bring joy. Positive life changes such as a 
new job, a marriage, a new house, or a new friendship can bring 
happiness. We recently received our own “bundle of joy” in the form of 
our precious baby girl, Lillian. What brings you happiness? Your toys? 
Work? Hobbies? Family? 
 

All too often, however, our feelings of happiness are temporary; lasting 
only until life’s blows come along and knock us off our feet. Then we feel 
sad, angry, and as though we’re carrying the weight of the world. As 
Isaiah wrote, however, the joy we receive from the Lord is an everlasting 
aura surrounding us. Did you notice how the passage states that joy will 

“overtake” those who are the Lord’s? That’s 
a strong statement. How grand it would be 
to allow ourselves to be overtaken with joy! 
 

Happiness comes and goes depending on our 
situation. Happiness is not to be confused 
with the type of joy and gladness referred to 
in this passage. True joy is a state of being, an 
outlook on life that transcends good or bad 
circumstances. By being seekers of Christ, we 
can be joyful, regardless of our situation.   
 

Do you feel joy in your life? If not, what are 
you allowing to keep joy from you? Perhaps 

rather than focusing on what makes you happy, you could observe the 
apostle Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians (4:4) to “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.” Are you joyful in your relationship and service to God? Are you 
serving and giving of yourself in the areas God is calling you? If not, you 
could be missing the joy that God has in store for you.   
 

Embrace your joy! If you are low on joy, pray that God will increase your 
joy. If you truly have the joy of the Lord in your life, then share it with 
all those you meet!  
 

Prayer: God, thank you for the joy that you offer us through Jesus. Thank 
you for the joy of this season. And thank you for [list what brings joy to 
YOUR life]. Please continue to send the joy of Christ to overtake us. 
Amen. 
 

Jim and Lara Cotey (2003) 
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Messages of Joy  

Monday, December 17  

Luke 1:46-55 
 
We’ve heard it said before, “Attitude is everything!” I think about this 
young (perhaps 14 – 15 year old) girl who has had an “up close and 
personal” encounter with the Living God. He has chosen her to bring His 
Son into the world – amazing. We should not forget, however, that his 
news would have an enormous impact on her life. What if no one 
believed the story that she had to tell? Women were stoned to death in 
those days for such an event or at the very 
least “put away,” never to marry. Instead, 
we find Mary joyful that the God of the 
Universe has chosen to use her.  
  
Sometimes when I sense that God is 
wanting me to do something that I am not 
too interested in doing – adding a task to an 
already long day, forgiving a hurt, taking on 
a project that is outside of my comfort zone 
– I need to remember that I am being 
honored by God. He has not given up on 
me. He still has work for me to do and 
changes that need to be made. I need to 
learn from Mary’s attitude and know joy! 

 
Let the Stable Still Astonish! 
Let the stable still astonish: 
Straw-dirt floor, dull eyes, 

Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen; 
Crumbling, crooked walls; 
No bed to carry that pain, 

And then, the child 
Rag-wrapped laid to cry 

In a trough, 
Who would have chosen this? 

 

 
Who would have said: “Yes, 

Let the God of Heaven and Earth 
Be born in this place.” 
Who but the same God 

Who stands in the darker, fouler 
rooms of our hearts 

And says, “Yes, let the God of 
Heaven and Earth be born in THIS 

place.” 
-Leslie Leyland Field 

 
Pam Pilote (2008)
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Messages of Joy  

Tuesday, December 18  

Isaiah 9:2-6 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
Advent is the season of rejoicing! The decorations are sparkly and 
beautiful. Everywhere you turn there are reminders of Christ’s birth, and 
the music, excitement, and anticipation are pervasive. We are constantly 
inundated with the messages of joy and happiness that this season brings. 
But the holidays can be a difficult time for many. This passage is 
encouraging but also challenging for those who struggle during the 

holidays. The language is so 
powerful. The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned.  
 
Are you walking in darkness right 
now? Are you not just passing 
through, but living in a land of 
deep darkness? Are you struggling 
with the stress of the busy holiday 
season? Family tension? Illness? 
Depression? Even with Christ’s 
awesome birth at the forefront of 

our minds, it can be difficult to see the light described in this passage, and 
to feel the warmth of it. But we can be reassured that God shatters the 
yoke of our burdens.  
 

Christ is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and 
Prince of Peace. He is the light that pierces the darkness in our lives. 
Open your eyes to that light and rejoice in it. Take time to rest your 
heart and mind as well as your body. Take the time and space you need 
so there will be room for joy in your heart. Whatever your struggle, 
whatever is crowding out the light, know that God’s love for you is so 
immense that He sent His son to bear your burdens. Through Christ we 
are made new, and that is worth celebrating.  
 

Cindy Sullivan (2013)
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Messages of Joy  

Wednesday, December 19  

Matthew 1:1-17 
 

“So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; 
and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and 
from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.” 

 
Each year as Christmas approaches, we can’t help but reminisce on 
Christmases past. We like to remember back to when the kids were 
young, or back to when we didn’t have kids, or even further back to 
when we were the kids! For us, Christmas is a time when families gather 
and memories are made. We have fond memories of our grandparents and 
even a great grandparent gathering around the 
Christmas tree and sharing time together. We 
went to candlelight services on Christmas Eve, 
prayed before meals, and exchanged gifts with 
family members. These memories bring joy as 
we reminisce about the love and laughter we 
have shared. Our families’ faith and rituals 
were the foundation for our traditions as we 
started our own family. As the years pass, 
family members are added and lost but we can 
always remember the fun and fellowship we 
experienced during the holidays.  
 

As Abraham and David gathered with their 
families, do you think they could imagine the impact of their lineage? 
Knowing that the offspring of their offspring would eventually be the 
Savior of the world seems to be an overwhelming responsibility. In the 
short term, they passed along their traditions and family values to their 
children to carry on to their children. Looking back on our own personal 
families, our grandparents laid a foundation of faith that resulted in fond 
memories and joy. We now sit around and share Christmas memories 
from years past and make new memories every year as we watch little 
ones grow. Who knows what our future will bring, or who will join our 
families as the years pass. We simply focus on the joy that our Savior has 
provided and our obligation to pass that along to our future generations.  
 
Brad and Kelly Newberry (2016) 
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Messages of Joy  

Thursday, December 20  

Isaiah 61:1-4 
 
Long ago on a Sabbath day, Jesus returned to the synagogue in Nazareth, 
his hometown. It was Jesus’ custom to read from a scroll when he was in 
the synagogue. That particular day, Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah. 
The words he read were similar to the verses we find in today’s reading: 
  

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me 
  to proclaim good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
  to proclaim freedom for the captives 
  and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
 To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor… 
 You may wish to read the paraphrase in Luke 4:18-19.  

 
There is an interesting parallel in the Isaiah 
passage and in the Luke 4 passage. Isaiah 
proclaimed hope to the Israelites who were in 
captivity. He prophesied that a day would come 
when God would free those who had been held 
captive in a foreign land. He would proclaim 
good news, comfort them, and lead them to 
rebuild the homeland from which they had been 
exiled. 
  
Scripture tells us that when Jesus finished reading 
the words we find in Luke 4, He rolled up the 

scroll and gave it back to an attendant and then sat down. Jesus then said: 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus was saying to 
those gathered that He was the one about whom Isaiah prophesied. Jesus 
would be the one sent from God to bring hope and good news to this 
world. He would bring restoration, release from darkness, and healing of 
wounds of those who experience pain of any kind.  
  
Invite Jesus to be your life-line in this world today. He will be your 
refuge, your hope and joy. 
 
Judy Fryer (2011)
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Messages of Joy  

Friday, December 21  

Psalms 40:1-3 
 
I love this time of year. No matter where I go, I hear Christmas music 
and carols everywhere. Christianity is a singing faith and I like to think 
that the songs and hymns we sing at Christmas are the musical windows 
of the church.  
 
A favorite childhood memory of mine is each Christmas when our 
extended family would gather together. We would each take part in 
singing, “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Every person had “their” part; 
our favorite by far was the line, “Five Golden Rings.” It was always sung 
with the most personality by our granddad. One of the most breathtaking 
and beautiful moments each year is when the candles are passed out, the 
lights are dimmed and the congregation 
at First Baptist sings in unison on 
Christmas Eve.  
 
A simple Christmas carol has the power 
to move the hearts of people, some who 
may have even isolated themselves from 
the church during times of hardship, and 
bring them back to joyfully praise the 
Lord. People are attracted to our faith 
through the wonderful songs that we 
sing and play at this time of year.  
 
Between now and December 25th, I’ll be 
singing, playing, and listening to as many 
Christmas carols as I can. My hope is that someone else will hear them 
and rediscover God’s joy to the world.  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, we give You thanks for this season when many people 
across the nations will joyfully sing of Your glorious birth. Thank you for 
the musicians and vocalists who will inspire, delight, and please us with 
their talented gifts this Christmas. In Your Holy Name, we joyfully pray. 
Amen. 
 
Brad and Rachel Pepper (2013) 
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Messages of Joy  

Saturday, December 22  

Luke 1:46-55 
 

“Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” 

 
Christ came to earth innocently, as a mere baby. Mary, a humble 
servant of God, was chosen to bear this holy baby. We can draw 
strength through this knowledge. It may seem that our toils and 
work for God are insignificant, and we may grow weary because 
we do not see the fruits of our labor immediately. We can take 
heart from these facts; God did see the purity of Mary’s heart and 
the humbleness of her actions. She did not know the impact the 

baby she held would one day alter the 
course of all time, but she did God’s will 
in the moments she was given. 
 
God sees your work, too; God knows 
your struggles and your joys. Although 
we do not know God’s plans, we do not 
need to know them. God has planned for 
each and every person a full and 
meaningful life that will be for God’s 
glory if he or she will only listen, trust, 
and obey. God is working in and through 

every situation so that His kingdom may reign. 
 
The kingdom is now, and eternity starts now. Let us all rejoice in 
His presence and know that we are His humble servants. May our 
actions make His love known, and may He be well pleased with us 
as He was with Mary. 
 
Caitlyn Osborne Parris (2012) 
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Messages of Love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Evelyn Bennett 
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Messages of Love  

Sunday, December 23  

Philippians 1:9-11 
 

“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that 
in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God” 
  
Love leads to action – “God so loved the world” that He sent His Son, 
Jesus. Bethlehem was the beginning of the Son’s journey in this world. 
We call this the incarnation, God became man. The Gospels record the 
life and work of Jesus’ earthly journey. The cross, the resurrection and the 
ascension were the verification and culmination of the Son’s work during 

His earthly journey. Jesus’ entire life 
was a demonstration of God’s love. 
 
Paul’s prayer for the Philippians is that 
their love may grow as they journey 
with Jesus. This is to be a growth in 
love, in knowledge (of Christ) and a 
deeper insight that leads to action and 
a life filled with fruit of righteousness.  
 
Our “We’re Here For Life” prayer 
guide for October 5 asked us to reflect 
on our past and identify at least three 
people who have been part of the 

body of Christ to me, and thank God for these who have helped me 
grow in “love in knowledge of Christ and a deeper insight of love.” I 
thought of several, but I want to name four who have gone on ahead. 
Each one demonstrated love and helped me to grow in the kind of love 
Paul writes about. These are Howard Kirksey, Ed Phillips, Lorene Couch 
and my wife, Helen Brown.  

Grace and peace, 
Tom Brown 

Tom Brown (2009) 
 
Note: Tom Brown has also now “gone on ahead.” Those of us who knew 
him would agree he also demonstrated God’s love and helped us to grow. 
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Messages of Love  

Monday, December 24  

I John 3:18 
 

“Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action.” 

 
We express our love for our Heavenly Father in our actions toward 
each other. God gave us an example of the kind of love He wants 
us to share when He sent His only Son as a personal savior for each 
of us. That was a sacrifice beyond measure. 
 
We are asked to help our brothers who 
are in need. Who are our brothers? Our 
brothers are all those around us. If we 
look, we can see many who are less 
fortunate than we are. As children of 
God, we are to share our good fortune. 
 
Christmas is traditionally a time of 
sharing with friends and loved ones. Let 
us share this year with actions toward 
our neighbors that will bring glory to 
God. 
 
It truly is “More blessed to give than to receive.” 
 
OUR PRAYER: For ourselves, our family and our church family – 
that during this Season and during the coming year, our actions, 
not our words, will demonstrate our love for our Lord and our 
neighbors. 
 
Roddy and Nancy Moore (2003) 
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Messages of Love  

Tuesday, December 25  

Psalms 98:4-6 & “Joy to the World” 
 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound 
of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.” 

 
For as long as I can remember, my favorite family Christmas tradition has 
been caroling.  
 
I remember playing in the living room floor and hearing a knock on the 

door. Even before the babysitter can reach the 
door, I hear the word “Joy!” As the door opens, 
the faint strains of harmonies burst into the 
foyer, …Let earth receive her king. I peer 
outside. I think I recognize my family’s faces, 
but it is hard to tell for sure through the…what 
is that? It’s snowing!!! …And heav’n and nature 
sing!  
 
I remember hands stuffed deep into pockets 
searching for some small bit of warmth. Noses 
and ears are pink with chill, but warm words 
cut the wind, Joy to the Earth…The heavy 
front door opens. Music billows in warm puffs 
of wintry breath as I stand amidst all the older 
men of my family trying, unsuccessfully, to 
reach those low notes. …Let men their songs 

employ. Now, the women declare in tight harmony, repeat the sound… 
the men quickly oblige, repeat the sounding Joy! Back and forth, we are 
all bouncing now, with the notes we sing, or maybe just to stay warm. 
 
I remember the family now gathered on their own front porch. With 
arms folded and teeth chattering, they had not planned on coming 
outside. The boy is probably my age, maybe home from college on break. 
He plucks out his other earpiece and pockets his headphones, He Rules 
the World with truth and grace, and smiles. The wind picks up but still, 
they ask, “another?” I am surprised, amazed, and blessed. 
 
The song of Joy sung by a thousand angels steered shepherds from their 
flocks. That song still impacts lives through, The glories of His 
righteousness and wonders of His love. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Bryan Anderson (2015)  
 


