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Welcome to the FBC Advent Booklet!

Advent literally means “coming” and the Advent season 
helps us to focus on the coming of Jesus into our world and to 
remember that Jesus will come again!  

This booklet contains a devotional for each day of the 2016 
Advent season written by our own church members. Please 
read the scripture passage for each day 
and then the personal reflection related 
to it.  My hope is that these devotional 
reflections will deepen your personal 
experience of Advent as well as our sense 
of community as a church.  

The booklet’s themes for the 4 weeks 
of Advent are Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. 
These themes mirror the 4 themes that 
our Chancel choir will present in their musical “SMALL, Danc-
ing LIGHT” which will be presented on Sunday, Dec 18. The 
scripture passages for the first week focus on Christ bringing 
light into our darkness.  The scripture passages for the remain-
ing 3 weeks are drawn from the Revised Common Lectionary 
and reflect the Peace, Joy, and Love which Advent brings into 
our lives. 

My thanks goes to the writers of these meditations for 
being willing to share a part of themselves. I am also grateful for 
the Christian Formation Ministry Team who helped create this 
booklet, and Judy Fryer in particular for the layout and graph-
ic design. My prayer is that its pages will lead you to the one 
whose birthday we anticipate during the Advent season!   

Phil Potratz, Minister of Christian Formation 

Christian Formation Ministry Team:Mary Beth Asbury, Jeff 
& Judy Fryer, Jonathan Jordan, Dayna Schoonmaker and Jim 
Whitaker
 
To participate in additional Advent activities at First Baptist 
Church view the Advent calendar of events listed at 
www.FBCmboro.org and on pages 31-32 of this Advent booklet.

Phil Potratz
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Sunday, November 27
Isaiah 2:1-5

Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they 
train for war any more. Isaiah 2:4b

In Isaiah 2:1-5, the prophet Isaiah received a vision of hope 
for the people of Jerusalem.  For a tired and war-weary nation, 
this vision included many hopeful images: all nations coming 
to the Lord to worship, learning the Lord’s ways side-by-side, 
walking in the Lord’s paths together, receiving the Lord’s 
settlement of disputes, and putting aside implements of war 
altogether.

Given the many conflicts around the globe, across our 
country, in our workplaces, in our schools, and maybe even in 
our homes, the scenes described by Isaiah seem impossible to 
comprehend.  The peace that Isaiah foretold was not a mere 
cessation of hostilities following a world war, nor was it a truce 
forced by superpowers faced with mutually assured destruc-
tion.  No, the peace revealed to Isaiah is a peace that comes 
from all persons having a fuller understanding of the Lord and 
choosing a peaceful life.  It’s hard to imagine a time when peo-
ple will no longer train for war or learn to fight; a time when we 

all turn to the Lord for guidance with all our 
struggles.

Thankfully, Christ came into our world.  
The Prince of Peace encourages us to live 
into Isaiah’s vision by telling us “blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.”  

What actions can you take to give 
hope?  

How can you remind yourself that God is in control when 
you feel hopeless or like all is wrong with the world?  Perhaps 
we can extend a helping hand or offer hope and love to some-
one. 

How can you create peace in your circles?  
Do you have any disputes that you can give up to the Lord?  

HOPE- The Lord will teach us His ways.

Lara and Jim
Cotey
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Monday, November 28
Isaiah 9: 1-7

. . .on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 
dawned. Isaiah 9:2b

Hope is “a continual looking forward to the eternal world.” 
Hope “is not (as some modern people think) a form of escap-
ism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a 
Christian is meant to do.” These are the open-
ing words by C.S. Lewis from his chapter titled 
“Hope” in Mere Christianity. Lewis continues, 
“It does not mean that we are to leave the pres-
ent world as it is. If you read history you will 
find that the Christians who did the most for 
the present world were just those who thought 
most of the next.” 

In Isaiah chapter nine he foretells the righ-
teous reign of a King. Verse six says “For a child has been born 
for us, a son is given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace.” These were powerful words written 
to an oppressed people who hoped for deliverance from their 
captivity. The Hebrews hoped for a mighty warrior like David or 
a powerful and wise king like Solomon to come and set things 
right. Instead Jesus came as a child, born in a manger, without 
any obvious power or might.

This is part of our faith that is both challenging and re-
markable. We are called to have hope for the future but we have 
such little knowledge about how God will accomplish what He 
has promised. At the same time, we know that our hope will be 
honored because God is faithful. Through Jesus we have been 
saved by love and grace, not by power and might. So, let this 
Advent season bring you hope, and know that God will work 
through you for His kingdom as you look hopefully forward to 
what God has planned for all of us.

HOPE- A light has dawned!

Jonathan
Wright
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HOPE- Arise, shine, for your Light has come!

Tuesday, November 29
Isaiah 60:1-3

“See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over 
the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears 
over you.  Isaiah 60: 2

As I read the verse over and over preparing for this devo-
tion, the word “darkness” stuck with me more than any of the 
other words. In this world and this time it feels like the dark-
ness has taken over and all we hear about are bad stories and 
meanness. As we let this darkness take over our emotions and 

our day to day activity, it can often be 
hard to let the light of Jesus Christ 
shine through that darkness. 

Ten years ago, my husband and 
I lost our little girl, Brooke, at her 
birth. That was a darkness that I had 
never felt before and I was not up for 
letting Christ’s light shine through 
the darkness. I struggled through that 
time. God blessed us with twin boys 

a little over a year after Brooke’s passing, but there was still no 
light for my darkness. When the twins were about four years 
old we were talking about their sister and it was at that point, 
just by a comment made by an innocent child, the light finally 
broke through. One of the twins said, “Why are we sad, she is in 
Heaven, the best place ever. She is with God and he is with her.”  
That one part, “He is with her,” is when I realized that even in 
my darkest times, God was always with me, his light was always 
there in me to shine through. I had the ability to move on, not 
forget, but move on, with the Holy Spirit in my heart.

In this verse God calls us to get up, wake up and stand tall 
rather than bend over in defeat through our difficult times.
Christ is always in our hearts and we must acknowledge his 
presence to let his light shine through. We have the ability each 
and every day to shine through any dark times, and that ability 
is God.                                                                 

Keri Bunasky
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HOPE- The Light shines in the darkness!

Wednesday, November 30
John 1:1-14

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. John 1:4-5

In the beginning there was darkness before light.  The 
Genesis account tells us that God created Heaven and Earth 
and that there was darkness.  Even in the beginning, there 
was no light, darkness was over the form of the Earth and God 
created light and said let it be good and light was created and 
separated from darkness. 

As I reflect on this and our passage from John 1, it reminds 
me that Jesus was with God in the beginning.  In Jesus there 
was life and that life was the light of all mankind.  It is a light 
that shines so bright that darkness cannot overcome it. It is a 
light that shines so bright that it serves as a beacon of hope for 
all of us that through Jesus we can have 
life everlasting with God.

If our Savior, who is the word, who is 
the light, and who is the hope has ushered 
us into the kingdom of God by making 
us all children of God, then are we not 
supposed to be the light and the hope 
to those around us and throughout the 
world?  

As I am reminded that Jesus is our hope 
during this time of Advent, I also realize that we, the church, 
need to be that hope to others during this time as well.  This 
is why I appreciate serving and worshipping in a church that 
focuses on growing in Christ and sharing his love.  For it is by 
sharing his love that we provide the light and hope the world 
needs.

Jim Whitaker
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Thursday, December 1
John 12:35-36

“Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes 
you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are 
going.” John 12:35b

Callum and Clara love playing outside. During the sum-
mer, we can count on the same question every evening, “Can we 
play outside after dinner?”  As the autumn days grow shorter, 
we have to make sure we eat dinner right at five o’clock to catch 
the remaining light of day. Once late October hits, playtime has 
to come before dinner. If we do not intentionally rearrange our 
schedule, we will miss the light.

In John 12:35, Jesus warns both his detractors and his 
disciples, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you.”  There was 
urgency in the words of Jesus. The light of the world was walk-
ing among them. But, he would not be walking among them 
in the flesh forever. He encouraged them to expand their hope. 
He had told them, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw ALL people to myself” 
(John 12:32). Instead of rear-
ranging their lives to walk in the 
light, Jesus’ detractors chose to 
walk in the darkness of their own 
expectations for their people.

In a season of twinkling 
lights, it is ironic how darkness 
threatens to overtake us. Wheth-
er it be the distractions of the hectic holiday season or the dark-
ness of the loneliness that often accompanies this time of year, 
it is easy to miss the light. As we celebrate the first coming of 
the Light into the world, we look forward in hope to the return 
of the Light and the establishment of the city where we will live 
in the Light eternally. Let us take time this Advent season to 
rearrange our lives to walk in the light. 

Jason Fincher and family
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HOPE- Awake, the night is nearly over!

Friday, December 2
Romans 13:11-14

     In college, I worked in a zinc mine. After rocks had been 
blasted, two of us would wet the walls and ceiling down. We then 
knocked any loose rock down with long bars. This processs made 
it safe for others to come in and take the rock.

One night my partner was sick, and the foreman took me 
to a new area to work. He warned that the rock was danger-
ous and instructed me to stay close to the walls. I could hear 
the rock popping, and often a piece would fall. When alone I 
realized how important the light on my hardhat was. It was all I 
had. Total darkness enveloped the area.   

Fifteen minutes later as I stood about three feet from the 
wall and applied pressure to where I had 
heard the popping sound the entire ceil-
ing collapsed. Falling backwards against 
the wall, my hardhat was knocked off and 
crushed. I was in total darkness. My steel-
toed boots and hardhat had done their job 
to protect me from any major injuries.

I sat down on the former ceiling, now 
the floor, and began to pray. I knew I could 
not save myself because of the dangers 
surrounding me in the absence of light. 
However, I found Hope because I believed the words of the 
foreman, “he would see me at the end of the shift”.

I thought about the similarities of that situation to my life 
before Christ. When the shift ended the foreman saw my ID 
tag on the IN-Board and returned to rescue me. In the light I 
saw the filth that I could not see before. I spent time cleaning 
the filth that had covered me in the darkness. In the light I was 
able to see and understand the danger I had experienced in the 
darkness. The light of Christ exposes the darkness in our lives 
as His Blood cleanses us and redeems us as His children.

     Let’s celebrate HOPE during Advent for the promise 
fulfilled and the promise yet to come!               

     

David Sandifer
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Saturday, December 3
1 John 1:1-14

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 
you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5

An Insignificant Bible Verse? 
I grew up in a small southern town in Alabama. My first 

economic activity began with a paper route at age seven de-
livering The Dothan Eagle. Under its masthead was printed: 
“Genesis’s 37:15: For I Heard Them Say Let Us Go To Dothan.” 
This insignificant verse became an integral part of my life as a 
daily reminder of God and the Bible.

Did God have a plan for enabling a 
young boy to deliver this particular newspa-
per? Probably not. I do know this, however; 
the constant reminder of this verse over the 
years continues to make me aware that life is 
void without God’s grace, faith, and love.

Perhaps other people have had a unique 
experience with a particular Bible verse.

It seems possible to me. We all bring 
into our lives viewpoints, attitudes, and 

experiences markedly different from others. These differences 
allow us to use our imagination, vigor, and qualities of personal 
leadership in promoting Christianity and inspiring church pro-
grams and activities. Our responses place a higher premium on 
the individualistic goals of self-improvement, energy, and the 
ability to tolerate criticism. 

In the final analysis, all Bible verses are significant because 
all the writings in the Bible are inspired by God. This perfection 
statement has a caveat. Words have no meaning, only people 
have the meaning. In this context, individuals reflect their 
experiences and values as they provide particular and unique 
meanings in reading the Bible verses. These experiences enable 
us to complement the true meaning of God’s word with a richer 
understanding.

Joe E. Sawyer
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PEACE-God Brings Peace

Sunday, December 4
Isaiah 11:1-10

The peace on earth that the angels promised at the birth of 
the Prince of Peace enters the heart of each newborn Christian 
and spreads throughout the earth one person at a time.  Isaiah 
expresses this in Chapter 11, verse 9b in this way: 

“. . . for the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.”

Why do you suppose peace is associated with rivers, 
streams and even the sea?  While sitting near a body of water, 
either large or small, one can feel this gradual covering of peace 
even as the shore is being covered by the waters.  Our fears, 
worries, or even stresses can be “washed away” by the peaceful 
feeling of the water’s movement.

Years ago while attending sum-
mer camp at Fort Caswell, on the 
coast of North Carolina, we sat on 
top of an old abandoned civil war fort 
on the camp grounds each evening 
for vespers.  This fort overlooked 
a stretch of the ocean where boats 
came into port at the end of the day.  
We watched shrimp boats quietly 
glide by with their day’s catch.  Our 
senses were soothed by the soft 
sounds and the beautiful sunsets over 
the waters.  We felt peace.

However, God’s gift of peace is even more than all that 
– it is the quality of life that He gives His children not just at 
Christmas but all year.  “Sweet peace, the gift of God’s love.”

Frances and
 Julian Suggs
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Monday, December 5
I Thessalonians 4:1-12

 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind 
your own business and work with your hands, just as we told 
you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders 
and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

In his two Letters to the Church at Thessalonica, the 
Apostle Paul focused strongly on the return of Jesus, as this was 
an issue in the church. Paul wrote his letters to encourage the 
believers to live a quiet peaceful life; and urged them to walk in 
ways that please God. His Greeting to the church was, “Grace to 

you, and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

There is an old saying, “It seems 
that perfect peace can be found only 
in a cemetery.” However, often we 
find God’s peace in the middle of a 
storm.

Horatio Spafford suffered many 
storms and personal losses. Out of 
his experiences, he wrote the great 
hymn, “It is Well With My Soul.”  
Verse 1 states,  “When Peace, like a 
river,  attendeth my way, When sor-

rows like sea billows roll, Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me 
to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.”

Ephesians 2:14 tells us that Christ is our peace…. Abiding 
in Jesus, living close to His side, is how and where peace can be 
found.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. As we celebrate His birth, let 
us strive to be peaceful and loving in our relationships.

John and 
Frances Oldham
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Tuesday, December 6
Romans 15:13-21 

While in Los Angeles, California, I visited a church which 
had a Meditation Labyrinth situated in an open outdoor space 
near the sanctuary. The backdrop for this labyrinth included 
the brown mountains in the distance and those wonderful-
ly tall, pencil-thin palms and Italian Cypress rising from the 
streets below the site. The labyrinth itself was just a simple 
brown pebble path forming concentric circles leading to a plain 
wood cross in the center. The whole idea intrigued me, but I 
did not think about it again until I read today’s scripture. In the 
scripture Paul reminds us that God has a 
unique plan for each of us and He, through 
the Holy Spirit, will provide the resources 
needed to make us knowledgeable and 
competent to instruct one another. 

There are times when I feel inade-
quate, and as a result, I want to pull back 
and rely on others. God, through scripture 
(Romans 15:13-21 and 2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
and the simple labyrinth, has reminded me 
why peace is not felt at these times. The 
first step into the labyrinth signifies the be-
ginning of my relationship with Jesus Christ. 
The concentric circles represent, for me, a maturation process 
and the continued leadership of the Holy Spirit guiding me to 
the cross. I know God has a perfect plan for me; but I tend to 
forget that because of His grace, He takes me as I am. 

Where I see myself as inadequate, He views me as ade-
quate. Self-doubt implies a lack of trust. Complete trust in God 
is the key to real peace, a peace that “passeth all understand-
ing.” God fills us with this peace when we repent of sin, commit 
our lives to Him in faith, and obediently serve Him according to 
His will. To God be the glory forever and ever… 

Lee Polk
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 Wednesday, December 7
Genesis 15:1-18

After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 

reward.” Genesis 15:1
In this passage, we come across a troubled Abram. He is 

concerned about his lack of descendants and who will inherit 
all that he has been given. God reassures him, but that is not 
enough for Abram – Abram boldly asks God to lay everything 
out there for him. In a surprising move, God lets Abram in on 
His plans. 

We are called to trust in the 
Lord, even if we do not know or un-
derstand God’s plan for our life. For 
us, the last decade or so has taught 
us a lot about trusting in God’s plan. 
We have moved to four different 
states, and would be lying if we said 
we weren’t at least curious about 
why this was God’s plan. Along the 
way, however, we have been able to 
look back and see God working in 

us and through us. Our nomadic lifestyle hasn’t always been 
peace-filled, but we have been touched by so many (and hope-
fully made an impact on others along the way as well). There is 
purpose to God’s plan.

Blindly trusting in God’s plan for our lives isn’t easy, but 
it is what we are called to do. Most of us like to have a plan…
wouldn’t life be easier if we could flip to the end of the story 
and read the last page and know what’s coming? Abram wasn’t 
down with blind trust, and for whatever reason, God let him 
in on the ending of his story. For us, however, we will take the 
mystery (and skip the gathering of livestock for sacrifice), and 
work each day to find peace in knowing that God does have a 
plan, and that, like Abram, we too may find eternal peace with 
our spiritual ancestors in His holy kingdom.

Chris and 
Brittany Dye
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Thursday, December 8
Psalm 146:5-10

5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them—he remains faithful forever.
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the 
hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free,
8     the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
    the Lord loves the righteous.
9 The Lord watches over the foreigner
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10 The Lord reigns forever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord. Psalm 146:5-10

Being free in peace is whole lot harder 
than you would think, especially in the world 
we’re living in today. But to be truly peace-
ful you must first understand the definition; 
being free in peace is freedom from distractions and everyday 
emotions. As a high school student, it’s tough to find those few 
minutes in the day to sit and be peaceful. Between school and 
sports and other activities outside of school, you feel like you 
don’t have the time or you just end up forgetting about it. 

God promised us peace and the ability to be free in it, 
and according to Psalms 146:6 he never breaks his promises. 
“He made the heaven and the Earth, the sea and everything in 
them. He keeps every promise forever.” Just because we don’t 
feel at peace in this moment doesn’t mean we can’t achieve it. It 
will take dedication and commitment- but God has already told 
us this. So since He doesn’t break his promises, lets not break 
ours–to go, and find peace, and be free in it.

Sydney
Ward
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Friday, December 9
2 Peter 3:11-18

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 
make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace 
with him. 2 Peter 3:14

 Wow! When I first read the subject of today’s devotional 
– setting our sight on peace – I thought, what a lofty goal and 
how can we even begin to achieve this in the world in which we 
live. I don’t know about you, but I have trouble imagining that 
I can do much of anything to bring about peace in this day and 
time. I mean…have you turned on a television lately?  But we 
are called to be peacemakers, and we can accomplish this goal 
because as followers of Christ, He is our Peace.

I have personally felt the physical 
presence of Christ’s peace most notably 
during a couple of stressful times in my 
life. I can explain the sensation in no other 
way than the Peace of Christ enveloping 
and comforting me. One time was when I 
was in the hospital following a surgery. The 
other was when I learned that my brother 
would be facing a custody battle for his 
son. When praying in the midst of  these 
circumstances, God gave me the over-

whelming sense that He was in control and that the outcomes 
of both situations would be according to His will. This brought 
me incredible peace and relief. We can claim that blessed assur-
ance all the time!

As we remember the arrival of the Christ child during this 
Advent season and wait for the coming of the day of God as ref-
erenced in today’s scripture passage, let us rely upon the peace 
that Christ is and that He provides for us to be the peacemakers 
He has called us to be. Let us also focus on reconciling our-
selves to God and to others everyday so that we may be called 
His faithful children, leading lives of holiness and godliness as 
we wait expectantly on Him.

Leah Boyd
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Saturday, December 10
Luke 3:1-18 

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.
5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill   
made low. The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” Luke 3:4-6

In our world today, we often pray and 
hear others pray for peace on earth. In our 
scriptures of Luke 3, we see where GOD 
sent His son into this world to prepare the 
way for peace on earth.

Jesus’ birth is celebrated as a gift from 
GOD sent to mankind. The angels visiting 
the shepherds in the fields brought their 
message “not to be afraid because Christ 
the LORD was born in Bethlehem.” The 
angels praised GOD because peace on earth 
and goodwill toward man was now possible because of the 
birth of GOD’s son on earth. 

Luke writes to us of the peace of GOD as it descends on 
Jesus as He is baptized by John in the river Jordan. Jesus is our 
example to live and love in peace toward all man. 

So as we celebrate our Savior’s birth, we as His followers 
should enjoy the peace He gives to each of us–“The peace that 
passes all understanding”.

Prepare your hearts for His love and peace to dwell during 
this Holy season.

Dottie Caldwell
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Sunday, December 11                                                                                 
Psalm 146:5-10

 
   9 The Lord watches over the foreigner
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow. . . Psalm 146:9

My mother’s sister, my Aunt Rene was a loving person.  She 
did not talk much about love, but I knew without doubt that 
she loved me. How did I know that truth?  I knew because of 
the way she treated me. 

    When my mother died at age 43 leaving my dad to raise 
their only child, a thirteen year old girl, my 
aunt knew Daddy would need help.  She had 
a husband and a college age son of her own, 
but she volunteered to help Daddy as need-
ed. She took me shopping when I needed 
clothes, not usurping Daddy’s role as parent, 
for he provided the funds, but as a female 
companion and guide in shopping.  She gave 
me a ride to church on Sundays or to other 
church events. She provided me with a living 
example of devotion to God and his church. 
She listened to my girlhood woes. She even 
opened her home for girl friends sleepovers because she knew 
a group of giggling girls would probably be too much for my 
quiet dad, and she didn’t want me to miss out on a social life.  
She continued similar loving actions into my adulthood, and I 
always knew I could count on her.

    My Aunt Rene did not go in for gushy sentiments; so 
how did she reveal her love and devotion? She lived her love. 
The Bible verses for today tell some ways God reveals his love 
for his human creation. Watch for those loving ways as you 
read Verses 5-10 of Psalm 146.  Perhaps your family would like 
to thank the Lord together in prayer for times in your lives 
when the Lord revealed His love for you in ways similar to those 
named in the Bible verses.

Jean Cotey
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Monday, December 12
Acts 5:12-16 

Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and 
all of them were healed. Acts 5:16

When I think of these verses I envision our church made 
up of individual believers in Christ who have come together for 
worship, fellowship and to continue our journey for Christ to-
gether.  Individually we each have graciously received the Power 
of God’s Love through the Holy Spirit.  God uses each one of us 
according to our gifts that we have received from a loving and 
gracious God.  All each one of us has to do is be willing to serve 
our church, community and those who 
have needs.  By ourselves we are some-
what limited to who we can reach, but 
together we have the strength from an 
Almighty God to reach many people in 
many places.  One can only understand 
and appreciate the experience of serv-
ing and helping others in need by being 
personally involved.

Our church, under the leadership of 
our pastor, ministers, deacons and other 
church leaders, has demonstrated how the power of God’s love 
has touched lives and met needs in many places.  Through 
our mission efforts locally, regionally and internationally, we 
tirelessly minister to the needs of many, many people.  The 
benevolent spirit of this church is God inspired.  This effort 
would not be possible if we individually tried to accomplish it.  
Together we are a mighty force of unity in sharing God’s love 
in ministering to the needs of others.  In this Advent Season, 
it is my hope and prayer that we continue to have the Unity in 
Christ and share the Power of God’s Love with others.   

Dale Nisson
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Tuesday, December 13
Jude 17-25

24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 
present you before his glorious presence without fault and with 
great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, pow-
er and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore! Amen. Jude 24-25

Hebrews 10:10-11 says: “For God is not unjust so as to forget 
your work and love which you have shown toward His name…. 
And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so 
as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end.”

LOVE, illustrated by the birth of baby 
Jesus, affords mankind with opportunity or 
challenge to accept God’s sovereignty. This 
event illustrates the awesome perseverance  
of our Sovereign.

LOVE is subsistent perseverance.  It is 
an essential quality in the life of believers.  It 
is both needed and provided by the Grace 
of God for living in Christ. “Yet even lifeless 
things, either flute or harp, in producing a 

sound, if they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how 
will it be known what is played on the flute or the harp.” I 
Cor.14:17   “[If] I do not have love  I am nothing… love rejoices 
with truth, endures all things. I Corinthians 13: 1,6,7

LOVE divine evolves from our spiritual lives just as human 
love evolves from our family lives. An abundant life perseveres 
as a consequence of familial and religious experiences.

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial; for once he 
has been approved, he will receive  the  crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him.” James 1:12  

God persevered in his love toward us to the point of send-
ing his son to earth.  As we trust in him, he enables us to perse-
vere in love as well.  

Thanks be to God for his unending love!

Lester Levi



LOVE-Love of God Appears in the Flesh
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Wednesday, December 14
Matthew 8:14-17 and 28-34

There are numerous examples throughout the New Tes-
tament of Jesus healing people with various infirmities. Some 
names we know, such as Peter’s mother-in-law, and others are 
nameless. In all cases Jesus’ power and love resulted in immedi-
ate and complete healing.

Today, countless are healed by God through gifted physi-
cians, medical staff and modern medicine. However, just as in 
Jesus time here on earth, not everyone re-
ceives physical healing. We know that God 
hears our earnest prayers, so why then do 
some prayers for healing not get answered 
in a way we hope, for while others do?

Perhaps we can gain some insight 
to God’s healing love by looking at the 
purpose for which Jesus came to earth. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
John3:16   Jesus was not sent into this world 
to provide universal physical healing of our temporal bodies, 
but to provide God’s loving gift of spiritual healing for our 
souls. This gift of healing is available to all who will receive it. 

What then about the physical infirmities we suffer while 
here on earth? To some our Heavenly Father does give the gift 
of health, and to others the gift of grace to endure. However, 
to all who believe God promises that “He will wipe away every 
tear from our eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying, or pain, for the old order of things will pass away.” 
Revelation 21:4

During this Advent Season let us think upon our Heavenly 
Father’s healing love expressed through Jesus’ birth, life, death, 
resurrection and our eternal hope.

Thanks be to God.

David L 
Peterson  



LOVE-Love of God Brings Salvation
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Thursday, December 15
Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19

In these verses, we find the psalmist praying for God, the 
Shepherd of Israel, to restore and save his flock. He was bur-
dened for these people and he prayed for mercy for them. The 
psalmist asked God to save them from their sins. His prayer is 

for restoration, to be made right again 
with God. He desired to see a change in 
the hearts and minds of these people. 

The Bible tells us that God is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. Because God 
created us, God has always been pres-
ent. When we feel distant from God, it is 
because we choose to be. Our choices sep-
arate us from God and allow sin to come 
into our lives. But in this journey called 
life, God is always there, patiently waiting 
on us to return to him. 

If we seek, we can learn from the scriptures. We might 
ask ourselves, How long must this separation continue?  As 
Christians, we know the answer - turn away from our sins and 
repent. Experience a revival in the heart of mankind.

Though this psalm was written hundreds of years before 
Christ’s birth, God’s plan was to save his people. His ultimate 
plan came to pass.

“God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, 
not because we deserved it, but to show us his grace through 
Jesus Christ.” (NLT) 2 Timothy 1:9

 “God showed how much he loved us by sending his one 
and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life 
through him.” (NLT) 1 John 4:9

“God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for 
us while we were still sinners.” (NLT) Romans 5:8

God’s LOVE for human creation brings us salvation as wit-
nessed through the birth and death of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Judy Hailey



LOVE-Love Makes Us God’s Own

Friday, December 16
Galatians 4:1-7

So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you 
are his child, God has made you also an heir. Galatians 4:7

A hymn we sometime  sing in worship services is “A Child 
of the King.” Its theme is that we have been adopted by God 
through his son, Jesus Christ. In our neighborhood there is a 
couple  who have two adopted children. The six-year old boy 
has a beautiful smile and came from Haiti. His sweet sister, a 
downs syndrome child,  came to them last year from China. 
These two children faced a life without hope before they were 
adopted. The adoptions radically changed  their lives for the 
better. The parents teach them of God’s love and take them 
to church. Through these adoptions, they have a very bright 
future. 

Before we received Jesus as our Savior, we likewise faced a 
life and an eternity without hope. Because of Jesus’ birth and 
death on the cross, when we commit 
our lives to him, we  are adopted by our 
heavenly Father and  are His heirs in the 
eternal kingdom.

In Luke 2, we read of the angel’s 
announcement to the shepherds, “I bring 
you good news of great joy which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of  David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.”  This revelation was 
the fulfillment of a promise by God to 
send a redeemer into the world who would 
bear our sins and give us a spirit of hope 
and eternal life. During this Christmas season,  as we reflect on 
God’s goodness to us, may we outwardly reflect the joy God has 
given us as his children. 
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Paul and 
Suzie Peak
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LOVE-Love of God is Eternal

Saturday, December 17
2 Samuel 7:23-29

“Sovereign Lord, you are God! Your covenant is trustworthy, 
and you have promised these good things to your servant. Now 
be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may contin-
ue forever in your sight; for you, Sovereign Lord, have spoken, 
and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed 
forever.” 2 Samuel 7:28-29

I remember my dad as the person who played Barbies and 
had tea parties with me. But since his death when I was five 
years old, I have come to know him through stories told by 

my family joined with the memories I will 
always hold dear. 

When, during my dad’s battle with can-
cer, the time came to accept the sureness of 
his mortality, his greatest concern was that 
he would not be able to stay in this world to 
take care of my mom and me. But he soon 
found peace through the favor of the Lord. 
My father was firmly planted in his faith 
and knew that the blessings he had received 
would be passed through to his faithful fam-

ily. At the end of his life, my father selected and identified the 
scripture he wanted used at his funeral as John 14. Through this 
passage of peace, comfort, and reassurance, he carefully com-
municated his confidence that the blessings in his life would 
continue in us. Like the Israelites in 2 Samuel, the blessings of 
the faithful servant that my dad was, have continued through 
the years to us, his household. My mom and I continue to live 
contented lives trusting in the covenant of the God of Israel. 

Morgan Pope
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JOY-The Joy of the Gospel

Sunday, December 18
Romans 1:1-7

. . .the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his earthly 
life was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of 
holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrec-
tion from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 1:2-4

Have you heard the good news? Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior, has been sent to forgive us of our sins, and he will soon 
return to take us all to paradise. 

In Romans, Paul shares this Good News with everyone: 
apostles, Jews, Gentiles, and the world. These verses reveal 
to us that God is gracious, loving and inclusive. He shows his 
grace and love through sending his own Son to die for our sins. 
Oh the joy there is in having a God who 
loves us so much! Our heavenly Father 
instructs his children to be inclusive of 
those around us. We are to share God’s 
unconditional love with the world. I 
rejoice in sharing the Gospel and Christ’s 
love for me, and you should to! Paul 
says, “God has given us the privilege and 
authority as apostles to tell Gentiles ev-
erywhere what God has done for them…” 
I find that spreading God’s love is not 
tiresome, but rewarding. I find it incredibly 
comforting to know that God wants everyone to take part in his 
love and mercy. We are called to be beacons of joy!    
         The holiday season can bring heaps of stress and frenzy 
into our lives. This time of year can be hectic with exams near-
ing for students, traveling and family visits. Whenever I feel 
downcast and let negative thoughts intrude my mind, I remind 
myself of God’s immeasurable love. Recalling the blessings that 
the Lord bestows on us and focusing on all the joyous attributes 
of life washes away unnecessary stress and negative thoughts. 
Pray for opportunities to share God’s love and joy with others!

Desire DePaula



JOY-Rejoice in the Work of God
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Monday, December 19
1 Samuel 2:1-10

Then Hannah prayed and said:
“My heart rejoices in the Lord;
    in the Lord my horn is lifted high.
My mouth boasts over my enemies,
    for I delight in your deliverance. 1 Samuel 2:1
At the beginning of 1st Samuel we meet Hannah, a woman 

who bore years of ridicule by her husband’s other wife for her 
failure to bear children. Rather than fall into despair or hatred 
of God in response to her apparent fate, she found strength in 

her faith in the Lord. She prayed ear-
nestly to God and vowed to dedicate 
her child to Him if He would allow her 
to bear children. Later, after bearing a 
son and fulfilling her vow to give him 
into the service of the Lord, Hannah 
prayed as recorded in 1 Samuel, 2: 1-10. 
Her prayer is a striking example of joy 
at having her prayers answered and 
faith rewarded.

Hannah’s prayer takes great joy both in the Lord affirma-
tively answering her prayer, but also in God’s justice. She notes 
through metaphor God’s tendency to bless the poor, weak, and 
humble. This is a theme that Jesus later echoes in the Beati-
tudes. Hannah also takes comfort in the fact that the Lord is in 
control and has a plan for his followers. 

At all times, but especially during difficult times, remem-
bering that God is a loving and just God, and that we have a 
role to play in His plan can give us a feeling of peace and con-
tentment that reflects the joy of Hannah’s prayer. When we 
have faith that God will take care of the things that we cannot 
control, we can spend less time worrying about the future and 
more time taking pleasure in the wonders and complexity of 
the universe He created and in which we dwell.

Will Sullivan



JOY-Joy in Freedom God Provides
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Tuesday, December 20
Galatians 5:1

Freedom. Freedom? That’s a 
funny thing to think about during 
advent. Joy, now that is more like 
it. But, are the two entwined? 

As many of you may know, we 
are parents to four young children 
and we have a house that can 
quickly become overrun with toys, 
books, gadgets, colorings, stuffed 
animals…you name it! So each 
year, the week before Christmas we 
give them two bags. One bag we call 
the “elves” bag and one the “Santa” bag. We remind the kids 
there are so many children for Santa to visit we can help by giv-
ing some of the things that we no longer play with to help Santa 
give joy to another child. We work together and put all the 
“ready to play” items in the Santa bag. Some that need fixing 
go in the Elves bag. The bags are then placed under the tree for 
Santa to pick-up on Christmas Eve. We hope that it teaches our 
children to think of others and see that there is joy in giving. 
We could just tell our kids to go into their rooms, clean out 20 
of their toys and bring them to the living room in 10 minutes 
or they will get nothing for Christmas. That would undoubt-
edly result in pouting, tantrums and a job that is unfulfilling 
for all involved. So what is the difference? There is no freedom 
in option two. They feel burdened by the task at hand and 
would simply be working to escape the seeming punishment of 
no gifts. In the other case, they are free to do the work set out 
before them and enjoy it, as their mom and dad work alongside 
them. 

To us, this is an example of the joy in freedom that is given 
to us in Christ. We do not do the work of God to avoid punish-
ment. “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free”…freedom 
from a debt that can never be repaid and freedom to do the 
work of the Father here on earth, alongside the Holy Spirit, for 
the joy to be found in it.

Chris and Brittany
Jackson and family



JOY-Joy in Freedom God Provides
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Wednesday, December 21
Matthew 1:1-17  

Each year as Christmas approaches, we can’t help but 
reminisce on Christmases past. We like to remember back to 
when the kids were young, or back to when we didn’t have kids, 
or even further back to when we were the kids!  For us, Christ-
mas is a time when families gather and memories are made. 
We have fond memories of our grandparents and even a great 

grandparent gathering around the Christ-
mas tree and sharing time together. We 
went to candlelight services on Christmas 
Eve, prayed before meals, and exchanged 
gifts with family members. These mem-
ories bring joy as we reminisce about the 
love and laughter we have shared. Our 
families’ faith and rituals were the foun-
dation for our traditions as we started 
our own family. As the years pass, family 
members are added and lost but we can 
always remember the fun and fellowship 
we experienced during the holidays. 

As Abraham and David gathered with their families, do you 
think they could imagine the impact of their lineage?  Knowing 
that the offspring of their offspring would eventually be the 
Savior of the world seems to be an overwhelming responsibility. 
In the short term, they passed along their traditions and family 
values to their children to carry on to their children. Looking 
back on our own personal families, our grandparents laid a 
foundation of faith that resulted in fond memories and joy. 
We now sit around and share Christmas memories from years 
past and make new memories every year as we watch little ones 
grow. Who knows what our future will bring, or who will join 
our families as the years pass. We simply focus on the joy that 
our Savior has provided and our obligation to pass that along to 
our future generations. 

 

Brad and Kelly
Newberry



JOY-The King is Coming, Rejoice!
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Thursday, December 22
Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20

Joy.  In the midst of lives fraught with the busyness of work 
and taking care of our families, it can be challenging to con-
sciously feel joy.  

 God never promised any of us a problem-free life, but 
he did send us a Comforter who ensures that we need not go 
through anything alone. When we feel the most stressed, the 
most anxious, and the most directionless, those are the times 
when we need to give thanks the most.  There are many things 
for which we can be thankful.  The act of really thinking about 
all that God has done for us, and 
all that He continues to do for 
us each day, is centering.  It is 
peace-bringing, and it is comfort-
ing. 

 After we give thanks to God, 
the same problems might still 
be there, but our thoughts about 
them can change. Our hearts can 
change when we realize that no 
matter what happens in this life, 
we are not alone; we have our Lord 
and Savior. We can feel joy in the 
midst of stress and trouble when we 
realize that no matter what we might 
be going through, it will not last forever.  

 We celebrate the Baby who was born so long ago, and we 
have the comfort and peace of knowing that we will be with 
Him in Paradise someday, where there is no stress, only joy.  
However, we do not have to wait until that time for joy.  Joy is 
ours for the taking today. 

 Our Savior is coming again for us. Come, Lord Jesus, 
come. 

Amelia Bozeman and 
family



JOY-Rejoice in God, My Savior
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Friday, December 23
Luke 1:46-55 

And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior. . .” Luke 1:46-47
For the longest time in my life, I had a hard time finding 

joy in anything I did either at home or at work. Somebody 
would tell me, I did great on something, it 
would go in one ear and out the other one 
in a short time. However, when I fail at 
something, or when I let someone down, 
it sticks with me for a long time. It is really 
hard to get rid of the disappointment, 
especially in myself.

That was true in my relationship with 
God, especially a decade ago when I hardly 
had one with Him. I wish I had done more 

spiritually during that time period, because it was a tough time 
for me in every way possible. However, while working at a week-
ly newspaper in Northeast Georgia after getting my degree from 
MTSU, some older adults, whose athletic kids I interviewed for 
a story, helped me reestablish my relationship with God. 

I was fired a few months later, because of stupid rookie 
mistakes of my doing. So, I moved back to Murfreesboro, and 
I started to attend church more regularly. Nine years ago, I was 
baptized, and a few years later I transferred to First Baptist 
Church. All of these life changing events since moving back has 
brought joy back in my life. 

However, there are still days I struggle with finding joy in 
life, and I have made some stupid decisions, which hurt people 
I care about. At the same time, I know no matter what happens 
now, I have God on my side. I promise not to let him down, and 
he will help me find joy in whatever I do in life.  His joy is one 
that will last forever, just as Mary expressed in today’s scripture 
reading.

David Hunter



JOY-Joy to the World!
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Saturday, December 24
Luke 2:1-7, 8-20

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”

Wow! What a birth announcement! “Listen up!!! Don’t be 
afraid because I have good news that will fill up the souls of all 
people with great joy! Your Savior has just been born!” 

I find words interesting. Shades of meaning are particularly 
interesting. Choosing the right word to express your thoughts 
is important in good communication. Notice that the angel 
did not announce, “I bring you good tidings of happiness.” 
Nor did the angel announce, “I bring you 
good tidings of contentment.” The angel 
announced, “I bring you good tidings of 
great joy.” 

Why not “happiness”? I like to be 
happy, but happiness is a fickle word. 
Happiness is here today and gone to-
morrow. Happiness resides in the mind 
and the mind can be a pretty shallow 
place.  

Why not “contentment”? It has more 
substance than happiness and is not nearly as fickle. Content-
ment resides in the heart. As long as it lasts, it settles us, and 
satisfies us. However, contentment can become restless, long for 
change, or adventure. 

The angel chose joy…great joy. The news the angel an-
nounced would fill the world with joy. Joy is deep and rich and 
abiding. Joy resides in the soul but resonates through the heart 
and mind.  Joy can only enter the soul as a result of knowing 
that despite the oppression of governments, the Caesars and 
the Herods of this world, despite suffering, uncertainty, pain, 
and even death, a baby promised to the world was born from a 
virgin’s womb the night of the angel’s announcement. Because 
God keeps His promises, you and I and all the world have been 
given the gift of an eternal, great joy. It is this joy that allows me 
to say, “It is well with my soul.”  “Joy to the world, The LORD 
has come, let earth receive her King!”

Cindy Browning



Sunday, December 25
Isaiah 9:1-7

. . .on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned. Isaiah 9:2a
This Advent booklet ends where it began – with the image 

of light shining in a dark world, and with God’s words of hope 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah. This passage depicts a 
great light being seen by people walking in darkness which will 
bring an end to oppression and war. It says this light will dawn 
through the birth of a child. It concludes by saying the increase 
of this child’s government and peace will be never-ending, and 
that he will reign forever with justice and righteousness. 

As Christians we know that this child was Jesus. Jesus has 
indeed brought much light into our 
world. He revealed God’s grace and love 
in a deeper fuller way. He showed us how 
to live lives full of love and hope. Yet, all 
in our world is not as the passage seems 
to describe. We still encounter much 
darkness in the world around us, and 
at times even within ourselves. We find 
ourselves living in the tension of an “in-between time” when 
Christ’s kingdom has begun, but his reign is not yet complete. 
Why has God allowed us to live in this in-between time of “al-
ready, but not yet?”  I believe it is so that we can join Christ in 
helping his kingdom to come. Each day I live I have a choice to 
make. I can live in the darkness of fear, selfishness, and despair, 
or I can chose to live in the light of faith, love, and hope. I can 
be caught up in a world that is passing away, or I can look to 
Christ and share in bringing his kingdom of love and life to 
those around me. 

Someday Christ will come again and bring this prophecy to 
its complete fulfillment. We look expectantly toward that day!  
In the meantime, let’s help shine the light by sharing His love 
with those around us.

Christ the Light of the World!
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Phil Potratz



Page 31

Christmas at First Baptist Church

• Sunday, November 27
Advent begins

• Wednesday, November 30 @ 6 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall; Scott Payne, recently retired IMB missionary 

who served in Thailand will speak.

• Saturday, December 3 from 4-8 p.m. 
FBC is part of the Candlelight Tour of Homes. Drop in to hear 

the music of Christmas and share in light refreshment.

• Sunday, December 4
Children’s Christmas Celebration. Altered worship schedule

Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m.; Combined Worship @ 10:45 a.m.

• Sunday, December 4
Children’s Advent Workshop and Brunch following worship.

Meet in the Fellowship Hall and the CLC

• Wednesday, December 7
Gift deadline for Child Advocacy Center

• Wednesday, December 7 @ 6 p.m.
Nomie Derani who teaches English to Arab women

will speak in the Fellowship Hall

• Saturday, December 10, 4-8 p.m.
Parent’s Night Out

• Sunday, December 11 @ 11 a.m.
Connections Christmas Music

• Wednesday, December 14 @ 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Caroling Outreach



Christmas at FBC (continued)

• Friday, December 16 @ 10:45
Young at Heart; Christmas Melodies 

with Lisa Spencer from Channel 4 NEWS

• Sunday, December 18 @ 8:45 a.m.
Chancel Choir Christmas Music

• Saturday, December 24 @5:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Lord’s Supper Service

•Sunday, December 25-Christmas Day Worship Service
One Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. 

(Bible Study, Childcare & First Kids Worship will not be held).

• Sunday, January 1, 2017 – New Year’s Day Worship
One Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. 

(Bible Study, Childcare & First Kids Worship will not be held).
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