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Homeless 
Ministry

Several classes have stepped up to the 
plate to provide supper on the first 

Wednesday of the month at Room in the 
Inn.  Presently, the calendar is filled through 
May.  To volunteer, contact Vicky Dixon at 
vgdixon68@gmail.com.

The PEP Team
Has God been nudging you to help 

school children, but you don’t know 
where to start? Well, joining The PEP Team 
may be the answer. The PEP Team (People 
Encouraging Pupils) is an inter-congre-
gational initiative to help local students 
through mentorship and tutoring. First Bap-
tist E. Main is partnering with First Baptist 
E. Castle and New Vision Baptist to launch 
this ministry at Mitchell-Neilson Schools.

Mentoring will take place at Mitchell-
Neilson for one hour per week during the 
school day. Mentors will attend a training 
session here at FBC, then the mentoring 
program will begin in April. Please prayer-
fully consider taking part in this new local 
ministry. Contact Donna Gibson at 615-713-
0953 for further information.

There is a new missions opportunity 
brewing in Middle Tennessee. Several 

local congregations are partnering together 
with the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship to open a new center to serve Arab 
immigrants in the Nashville area. This 
center will be run by Nomie Derani, who 
is a CBF field personnel with 20 years of 
experience launching and running similar 

BAPTIST COLLEGIATE LUNCH

Wednesday, April 1 the WMU will 
provide lunch for 60-75 students at 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry house 
on the MTSU campus. This is a twice 
a year commitment that is a missions 
support effort of FBC WMU.  The 
students pay three dollars for the lunch 
and the proceeds go to the Tennes-
see Baptist Summer Missions pro-
gram. This program sends Tennessee 
students to do mission work on school 
breaks.  We share lunch and fellowship 
with the students.  A female student 
we met two years ago is now on a two 
year missions commitment in Africa. 
We pray for her on a regular basis. We 
have also helped with the refurbishing 
of the center’s courtyard landscaping.

March North American 
Mission  Focus

Many missionaries in both large and 
small communities in the United 

States and Canada operate centers like the 
Journey Home and Greenhouse Minis-
tries here in Murfreesboro. They provide 
food, clothes, after school care, Bible and 
literacy classes, as well as many other nec-
essary services.  Other missionaries plant 
churches where the need is great for the 
gospel to be shared. We cannot be all over 
the country as individuals, but we can pray 
earnestly and give generously to help these 
missionaries share God’s love and salva-
tion throughout North America.

centers. 
The Tennessee Arab-American Friendship Center will offer Arab immigrants in Middle 

Tennessee services such as ESL, driving, and cooking classes, as well as hosting church 
services and bible studies for the Arabic population. The TAAFC needs both financial and 
volunteer support. If you are interested in contributing to or becoming involved in this new 
ministry, please contact Rev. Paul Gunn at paul@thbc.com.

Looking Ahead
We now have another opportunity 
to serve the homeless at Journey 
Home by providing supper on the 
5th Monday in March, June, August, 
and November.  Jackie Sandifer is 
coordinating this effort and can be 
contacted at 270-789-7796 (cell).
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Dominican Republic 
Good Samaritan General Hospital

2015 South Dakota Mission Trip
June 19-28

The epicenter of mission 
work in La Romana, Do-

minican Republic is the Good 
Samaritan General Hospital.  
The mission team from our 
church was able to visit this fa-
cility and witness their ministry 
first hand during our last visit.  

The hospital’s primary func-
tion is to provide top quality 
healthcare to the poor residents 
of the rural batey communities.  
These people cannot afford 
basic health care or qualify for 
state assistance.  The Good 
Samaritan General Hospital is 
a nonprofit organization that 
is able to provide emergency, 
pediatric, and preventative 
medicine at little to no cost.   

Neverfail Community Church

Neverfail Community Church and First Baptist Church of 
Murfreesboro continue to partner together to help meet needs 

of children living in this underserved community outside Sparta, TN. 
Neverfail Community Church has a major mission emphasis with the 
local elementary school.  

FBC has supported Neverfail’s efforts by donating school sup-
plies each July to be given to children living in the community and to 
provide additional school supplies each February for students at the 
BonDeHolf Elementary School.

The financial donations and the donated school supplies will be 
taken to Neverfail for Emily and Elliot to use to promote their con-
tinued partnership with the BonDeHolf Elementary School.  

The congregation at FBC is always generous in their support of 
this regional mission project. Thanks are in order once again for the 
many school supplies as well as financial gifts totaling over $200 
dollars, which were donated this February.

Looking Ahead

The hospital was the vision 
of Rev. Jean Luc Phanord, who 
was a Haitian immigrant to 
La Romana in 1979. He had a 
special love for the Haitian im-
migrants living in the region and 
helped to start 21 churches in 
needy areas.  

He saw the need for avail-
able healthcare and began to 
campaign and fundraise across 
the United States in 1985.   
Rev. Phanord was tragically 
killed in the World Trade Cen-
ter attacks on September 11, 
2001.  However, his hard work 
and faith in the Lord led to the 
opening of a hospital that cares 
for the needs of over 40,000 
people annually. 

March 15 -  South Dakota mission trip info meeting for those 
who have never gone before.

    Location:  Conference Room
  Time: 10:30 AM
March 22 -  Pot luck lunch for SD Mission Team -  Special 

guests-Paul Iron Cloud and Pinky Clifford
  Location:  Fellowship Hall
  Time: 12:30
March 22 - Mission's Benefit Concert - Free
  Location:  Auditorium
   Time: 4:30  Offering to be taken to benefit the 

Youth Mission Trip and the annual SD Mission Trip
April 8 -    South Dakota mission trip info meeting for those 

who have never gone before
  Location:  Conference Room
  Time: 6:00 PM
 
There will be planning meetings 
starting in April - dates to be an-
nounced later. Plans are currently being 

finalized for the July 2015 an-
nual mission visit to Neverfail. 
Please be watching for more 
information on the date and 
specific details about this trip.  
Pray about your role in reaching 
out to this underserved area.

Pine Ridge Reservation

The residents of the Pine 
Ridge Reservation face many 

challenges. Extreme poverty is 
rampant, and with that poverty a 
sense of hopelessness can pervade 
the community. Recently, the youngest and most vulnerable there  
have felt that desperation. There have been five suicides among 
children between ages 10 and 13 since Christmas, as well as sev-
eral additional attempts. As we minister to the community at Pine 
Ridge, it can be disheartening to face the deep ongoing struggles 
the residents there are dealing with. One local child, named Hai-
ley, has unsuccessfully attempted to end her own life twice since 
November.  Her family’s desperate financial situation has left 
them without electricity or propane with which to heat their home 
in the harsh South Dakota winter. They are not alone in this. 
Many in Manderson are facing brutal cold and desperate poverty, 
with little hope that things can change. We go to the Reservation 
to show them that there is hope, that they are loved and valued. 
Our mission team cares deeply for this community, and we ask 
that you pray earnestly for them and for us as we prepare to return 
to Pine Ridge this summer. 

Please prayerfully consider contacting Lisa Schrader-
Dillon at (605)867-1704 or lisasdillon@gwtc.net to make 
a donation to the Sweet Grass Suicide Prevention 
Program, which is educating people at Pine Ridge about 
warning signs of suicide, as well as reaching out to fami-
lies who have experienced loss. 


