
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs 
among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood 
up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.  

Then they secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’  

They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the 
scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and 
brought him before the council. They set up false witnesses 
who said, ‘This man never stops saying things against this holy 
place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus 
of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs 
that Moses handed on to us.’  

And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and 
they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things so?’  
And Stephen replied: ‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. 

The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he 
was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, 
“Leave your country and your relatives and go to the land that 
I will show you.”  

Then he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in 
Haran. After his father died, God had him move from there to 
this country in which you are now living. He did not give him 
any of it as a heritage, not even a foot’s length, but promised 
to give it to him as his possession and to his descendants after 
him, even though he had no child. And God spoke in these 
terms, that his descendants would be resident aliens in a 
country belonging to others, who would enslave them and 
maltreat them for four hundred years. “But I will judge the 
nation that they serve,” said God, “and after that they shall 
come out and worship me in this place.” Then he gave him the 
covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father 
of Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac 
became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve 
patriarchs. 



‘The patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; 
but God was with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, 
and enabled him to win favor and to show wisdom when he 
stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler 
over Egypt and over all his household.  

Now there came a famine throughout Egypt and Canaan, 
and great suffering, and our ancestors could find no food. But 
when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our 
ancestors there on their first visit. On the second visit Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family 
became known to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent and invited his 
father Jacob and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five 
in all; so Jacob went down to Egypt. He himself died there as 
well as our ancestors, and their bodies were brought back to 
Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a 
sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 
  ‘But as the time drew near for the fulfillment of the 
promise that God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt 
increased and multiplied until another king who had not known 
Joseph ruled over Egypt. He dealt craftily with our race and 
forced our ancestors to abandon their infants so that they 
would die.  

At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful before 
God. For three months he was brought up in his father’s 
house; and when he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter 
adopted him and brought him up as her own son. So Moses 
was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was 
powerful in his words and deeds. 
  ‘When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to 
visit his relatives, the Israelites. When he saw one of them 
being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged 
him by striking down the Egyptian. He supposed that his 
kinsfolk would understand that God through him was rescuing 
them, but they did not understand. The next day he came to 
some of them as they were quarrelling and tried to reconcile 
them, saying, “Men, you are brothers; why do you wrong each 
other?”  

But the man who was wronging his neighbor pushed 
Moses aside, saying, “Who made you a ruler and a judge over 



us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian 
yesterday?” When he heard this, Moses fled and became a 
resident alien in the land of Midian. There he became the 
father of two sons. 
  ‘Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to 
him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning 
bush. When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight; and as 
he approached to look, there came the voice of the Lord: “I am 
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.” Moses began to tremble and did not dare to look.  

Then the Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals from 
your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground. I have surely seen the mistreatment of my people who 
are in Egypt and have heard their groaning, and I have come 
down to rescue them. Come now, I will send you to Egypt.” 
  ‘It was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, 
“Who made you a ruler and a judge?” and whom God now sent 
as both ruler and liberator through the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders 
and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for 
forty years.  

This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, “God will 
raise up a prophet for you from your own people as he raised 
me up.” He is the one who was in the congregation in the 
wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, 
and with our ancestors; and he received living oracles to give 
to us.  

Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they 
pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to 
Egypt, saying to Aaron, “Make gods for us who will lead the 
way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.” At that 
time they made a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and 
reveled in the works of their hands. But God turned away from 
them and handed them over to worship the host of heaven, as 
it is written in the book of the prophets: 
 

 



“Did you offer to me slain victims and sacrifices 
    for forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?  

 
No; you took along the tent of Moloch, 
and the star of your god Rephan, 
the images that you made to worship; 
 
so I will remove you beyond Babylon.” 
 
 

  ‘Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the 
wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering 
him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. Our 
ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they 
dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 
ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, who found 
favor with God and asked that he might find a dwelling-place 
for the house of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house 
for him.  

Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by 
human hands; as the prophet says,  
 

 
“Heaven is my throne, 

    and the earth is my footstool. 
 

What kind of house will you build for me,  
 

says the Lord, 
 
or what is the place of my rest?  

 
Did not my hand make all these things?” 
 
 

  ‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your 
ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors 
not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of 



the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers 
and murderers. You are the ones that received the law as 
ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’ 
  When they heard these things, they became enraged and 
ground their teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, 
he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God!’  

But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  

While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had 
said this, he died.  

And Saul approved of their killing him. 
That day a severe persecution began against the church 

in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout men 
buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul 
was ravaging the church by entering house after house; 
dragging off both men and women, he committed them to 
prison. 
  
 
Now those who were scattered went from place to place, 
proclaiming the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria 
and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The crowds with one 
accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with 
loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and 
many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. So there 
was great joy in that city. 
  Now a certain man named Simon had previously 
practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, 
saying that he was someone great. All of them, from the least 
to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, ‘This man is 



the power of God that is called Great.’ And they listened 
eagerly to him because for a long time he had amazed them 
with his magic. But when they believed Philip, who was 
proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. Even Simon himself believed. After being baptized, he 
stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the 
signs and great miracles that took place. 
  Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them. The two went down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not 
come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  

Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them 
money, saying, ‘Give me also this power so that anyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’  

But Peter said to him, ‘May your silver perish with you, 
because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with 
money! You have no part or share in this, for your heart is not 
right before God. Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, 
and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart 
may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the gall of 
bitterness and the chains of wickedness.’  

Simon answered, ‘Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of 
what you have said may happen to me.’ 
  Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the 
word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming the 
good news to many villages of the Samaritans. 
  
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go 
towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 



returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this 
chariot and join it.’  

So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  

He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 
 

 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
      so he does not open his mouth.  
 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
      For his life is taken away from the earth.’  

 
 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  

As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot 
to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea.  
 
 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 



who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’  

He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  
The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you 
are to do. 

’The men who were travelling with him stood speechless 
because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up 
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither 
ate nor drank. 
  Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. 
The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’  

He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  
The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called 

Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in 
a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.’  

But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who invoke your name.’  

But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and 
kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’  

So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his 
hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And 
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and 
after taking some food, he regained his strength. 



For several days he was with the disciples in 
Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him 
were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc 
in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he 
not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before 
the chief priests?’ Saul became increasingly more powerful and 
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah. 
  After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill 
him, but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching 
the gates day and night so that they might kill him; but his 
disciples took him by night and let him down through an 
opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 
  When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join 
the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, for they did not 
believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, brought 
him to the apostles, and described for them how on the road 
he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in 
Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. So he 
went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in 
the name of the Lord. He spoke and argued with the 
Hellenists; but they were attempting to kill him. When the 
believers learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and 
sent him off to Tarsus. 
  Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria had peace and was built up. Living in the fear of the 
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in 
numbers.  
  
 
 

Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he 
came down also to the saints living in Lydda. There he found a 
man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years, 
for he was paralysed. Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals you; get up and make your bed!’ And immediately he got 



up. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him and 
turned to the Lord. 
  Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was 
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good 
works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. 
When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard 
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 
‘Please come to us without delay.’  

So Peter got up and went with them; and when he 
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  

Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and 
prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ 
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He 
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile 
he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a 
tanner. 
 
 
In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of 
the Italian Cohort, as it was called. He was a devout man who 
feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to 
the people and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at 
about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an 
angel of God coming in and saying to him, ‘Cornelius.’  

He stared at him in terror and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’  
He answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended 

as a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a 
certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’  

When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two 
of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who 
served him, and after telling them everything, he sent them to 
Joppa. 



  About noon the next day, as they were on their journey 
and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and 
while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, 
being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it were all 
kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the 
air. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’  

But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never 
eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’  

The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God 
has made clean, you must not call profane.’  

This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly 
taken up to heaven. 
  Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make 
of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by 
Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and 
were standing by the gate. They called out to ask whether 
Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there.  

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit 
said to him, ‘Look, three men are searching for you. Now get 
up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have 
sent them.’  

So Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the one 
you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?’  

They answered, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and 
God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish 
nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come 
to his house and to hear what you have to say.’ So 
Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. 

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of 
the believers from Joppa accompanied him. The following day 
they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 
called together his relatives and close friends. On Peter’s 
arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshipped 
him. But Peter made him get up, saying, ‘Stand up; I am only 
a mortal.’  

And as he talked with him, he went in and found that 
many had assembled; and he said to them, ‘You yourselves 



know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a 
Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone 
profane or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without 
objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?’ 
  Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour, at 
three o’clock, I was praying in my house when suddenly a man 
in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said, “Cornelius, your 
prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered 
before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is 
called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by 
the sea.” Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have 
been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the 
presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded 
you to say.’ 
  Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand 
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him.  

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’ 
  While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God.  



Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just 
as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard 
that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat 
with them?’  

Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I 
saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming 
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it 
came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also 
heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  

But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.”  

But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 
“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This 
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven.  

At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told 
me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 
them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message 
by which you and your entire household will be saved.”  

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 
just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’  



When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles 
the repentance that leads to life.’  
 
 
Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
took place over Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, 
and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except 
Jews. But among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene 
who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a great number became believers and turned to the 
Lord. 

News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw 
the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for he was 
a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great 
many people were brought to the Lord.  

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when 
he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that 
for an entire year they associated with the church and taught a 
great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples 
were first called ‘Christians’. 
  At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and predicted 
by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the 
world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius. The 
disciples determined that according to their ability, each would 
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, 
sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
 
 
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, 
killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of 
Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in 
prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard 



him, intending to bring him out to the people after the 
Passover.  

While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed 
fervently to God for him. 
  The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, 
Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two 
soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch 
over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a 
light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke 
him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. 

The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your 
sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; 
he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s 
help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. After they 
had passed the first and the second guard, they came before 
the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its 
own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, 
when suddenly the angel left him.  

Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that 
the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of 
Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 
  As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, 
the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many 
had gathered and were praying. When he knocked at the outer 
gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. On recognizing 
Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening 
the gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at 
the gate.  

They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’ But she 
insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It is his angel.’  

Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking; and when they 
opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. He 
motioned to them with his hand to be silent, and described for 
them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he 
added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’ Then he left 
and went to another place. 
  When morning came, there was no small commotion 
among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. When 



Herod had searched for him and could not find him, he 
examined the guards and ordered them to be put to death. 
Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 
  Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. 
So they came to him in a body; and after winning over 
Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for a reconciliation, 
because their country depended on the king’s country for 
food.  

On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took 
his seat on the platform, and delivered a public address to 
them. The people kept shouting, ‘The voice of a god, and not 
of a mortal!’ And immediately, because he had not given the 
glory to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he 
was eaten by worms and died. 
  But the word of God continued to advance and gain 
adherents. 
	  


