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Reminders

Bobby Richardson, 
second baseman for 
the New York Yankees 
during the late 1950’s 
and early 60’s, was 
nominated for the Most 
Valuable Player in the 
American League nine 

times. He also won fi ve gold gloves and 
played in 7 All-Star games. One of  his most 
remarkable accomplishments was winning 
the World Series MVP Award even though 
the Yankees did not win the World Series. 
Bobby was a committed Christian who 
volunteered his time with the Fellowship 
of  Christian Athletes. Once at an FCA 
gathering, he was asked to pray. His prayer 
was one of  the more concise and heartfelt 
I have ever read or heard quoted. 

God’s Will — Nothing More, Nothing 
Less, Nothing Else.  

Simple, is it not?

I think of  it when I consider Ignatius of  
Loyola, particularly his Spiritual Exercises.  
Ignatius is asking us to stop prioritizing 
what most of  us, instinctually, prioritize: 
maintaining health over sickness, wealth 
over poverty, success over failure, a long 
life over a short one. As if  that’s not 
enough, he wants us to place God and His 
will above and before all else. 

Oh, Ignatius. Seriously?

In the coming weeks you will be called to 
pray what we will call this prayer of  “holy 
indifference.”  

God’s Will — Nothing More, Nothing 
Less, Nothing Else

This spiritual posture or attitude of  
discernment is vital for us as a church 
during this time of  transition.  What might 
it imply to us as we move forward?

God’s Will-- Nothing More
By Dr. Bill Owen

• That there is something for us to hear  
 for this time.
• That God has something to say to us.  

These are questions we might dare to ask of  
one another.

• What is God doing here already? 
• What do we do well?
• What challenges and opportunities face  
 our church?
• What makes FBC the church for me?
• What gifts can I bring to the work God is  
 doing here?

Ignatius was so focused on God’s will he was 
willing to set aside his agenda, to move his 
own desires to the background.  That’s “holy 
indifference.” Oh that we could be indifferent 
to anything and everything else, save for 
God’s will. It reminds me of  the refrain in 
the old hymn, “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus.”

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of  earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of  His glory and grace.

It has to start here for us during this interim 
period.  If  not, we will go through a process 
of  fi nding a pastor, but it will be based on 
human decision-making.  We can do that, 
of  course, but it will not be the outcome we 
really need or desire.  

Our path must be one of  spiritual discernment.  
We must begin with the conviction that God 
has something to say to us.  And we must 
seek that with all that we are, together as a 
community of  faith.  

Remember Mary’s prayer in Luke 1, “Let it be to 
me according to your word,” and Jesus’ prayer 
in Luke 22, “Not my will, but thine be done.” 
They were both prayers of  indifference. It’s 
not easy to pray this way, but pray it we must.  
Let’s pray like this:  

“Dear God, Your will, nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else. Amen.”

Would you? Could you? Let’s do it together.

Bible Study Members

Jim & Patty Fields - Cornerstone 
Class

Bentlee Brown - 3’s & PreK

Welcome, new members!
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FBC’s seniors love to get out and explore! These photos 
feature the senior adults enjoying a trip to Cragfont Mu-
seum House. Cragfont is a state historic site and histor-
ic house located in Castalian Springs, Sumner County, 
Tennessee. This beautiful destination features not only 
the historic home of  General James Winchester and his 
family, but also has a lovely garden to explore. Fun and 
fellowship are cultivated when we experience life togeth-
er, and it is always a joy to accompany our seniors on an 
adventure!

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

EXPLORING CASTALIAN SPRINGS, 
TENNESSEE
By Pam Pilote

WEE School kicked off  the 

2019/2020 School year on August 

5th!  We have 92 children enrolled 

in the program for the school year.  

We were excited to see familiar 

faces return to WEE School, as 

well as several new faces that have 

joined our program.   WEE School 

will continue to follow the new 

curriculum that was adopted last 

year, as it was a huge success!  The 

children started a new Special Area 

class in Room 205 upstairs.  This 

class consist of  Science, Geography, 

a little Biology and Art.  The fi rst 

week of  the class was a success and 

the children loved the new addition.  

Music with Mrs. Kelly started this   

week and the children danced and 

sang their way onto the room with a 

“get to know you” song!  We have a 

lot of  fun, learning, fi eld trips, story 

time at the Library, so much more 

planned for this school year, and we 

are all glad to be back!

WEE SCHOOL

BACK TO SCHOOL FOR WEE SCHOOL
By Keri Bunasky



August has been a truly 
remarkable month in the 
Preschool and Children’s 
Department. On Sunday, 
August 4th, we celebrated 
Promotion Sunday as 
our children moved to 
new classrooms and 
met new teachers. Some 
children moved from the 
Preschool Hall on the 
fi rst fl oor to the Children’s Hall on the second fl oor as 
they began their Elementary School careers, while others 
moved from the Education Building to CrossMain as 
they transitioned into Middle School and the Youth 
Group.

We began our new year of  First Kids Worship. First 
Kids is for all Kindergarten and First Grade students 
and is designed to be a time when we take them 
from our corporate worship to teach them about 
why we do what we do in worship. We talk about the 
different movements of  worship: Praise, Confession, 
Proclamation, Petition, and Dedication. We discuss 
different seasonal worship traditions, like Advent and 
Lent, and we talk about the sacraments of  Baptism and 

Communion. Our goal with First Kids is to help these 
children understand what is going on in our worship 
services so that when they begin staying in worship as 
Second Graders they will be comfortable and able to 
participate in a meaningful way. 

One of  my favorite events of  the year is presenting 
Bibles to our Kindergarten students. Watching their 
excitement to receive their very own Bible is a special 
moment for their parents and our church. It reminds 
us of  the importance of  having a childlike faith and 
encourages us to rekindle our excitement for God’s 
word. I also issued a challenge to our parents and not 
just those with children in Kindergarten! Read the Bible 
with your kids. Whether they are seniors in High School 
or babies in the nursery, read the Bible with your kids. 
If  you are looking for ideas for a good devotional to use 
come and talk with me, Phil, or David Cates. I recently 
posted a few recommendations on our Preschool 
and Children’s Facebook page and plan to continue 
adding to that over the next few weeks. Below I will 
list a few online resources for family devotions I would 
recommend. It’s never too late or too early to start 
making this a priority and it 
may be the most important 
thing you can do for your 
children and your family.

www.d365.org
www.faith5.org
store.thinkorange.com
creativecommunications.com

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

PROMOTIONS, PRESENTATIONS, & 
DEVOTIONS
By David Berg

August 4 was a great launch day for 

our new Bible study year!  Folks 

coming to Bible study were greeted 

warmly in the Welcome Center 

and CrossMain with doughnut 

holes, coffee/juice, and balloons.  

Promotion Sunday went seamlessly 

as new classes began for our 

children, youth.  Our new College 

class begin with 11 in attendance.   

Overall, our Bible study attendance 

for the morning was 400 with 5 of  

those being fi rst time attenders.  

Going into the sanctuary for 

worship I could feel the energy in 

the room!  When it came time for 

the Blessing of  the Backpacks the 

platform was fi lled, as well as space 

all around it, with students, teachers 

and school staff  members.  It was 

very meaningful to be able to pray 

as a congregation for these students 

and staff  members as they begin a 

new school year.   A fi nal highlight 

of  the morning was hearing Dr. Bill 

Owen’s fi rst message for our church.  

All together it was a wonderful 

morning of  new beginnings!

Thank you to all who reached out to 

invite guests, and for all our teachers 

and leaders who helped to make this 

such a great start to the new year!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION MINISTRY

FALL KICK-OFF
By Phil Potratz
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“Look inside the balloon, and if  you hear 
a tune, there’s nowhere to go but up!”  
This phrase rang true on Sunday evening, 
August 18th at the annual church POPS 
Concert and Potluck Dinner as music 
transported the audience back to their 
younger days.  The theme of  the concert 
was “Disney, Then and Now” and the 
concert featured music from The Lion 
King, Aladdin, (two Disney classic 
favorites that have both recently revisited 
the box offi ce with live action versions.) 
The concert also featured music from 
Moana and both Mary Poppins and Mary 
Poppins Returns.

There were choir numbers such as “A 
Whole New World,” “Circle of  Life,” 
and “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” 
as well as vocal solos from both children 
and adults including an impressive and 
fun trio by 3 of  our current 5th graders, 
and a moving solo by one of  our current 
6th graders!  There were instruments as 
well, as the choir sang “Hakuna Matata” 
with clarinet solo, and a brass quartet 
played an arrangement of  “Arabian 
Nights!”

 Perhaps the most wonderful moment 
of  the evening was the fi nal song, 
“Nowhere to Go But Up” from “Mary 

Poppins Returns.”  The song reminds 
us that we should all fi ll our lives (like a 
balloon) with fun, playful, and surprising 
things that will take us for a joyful ride 
in a positive or upward direction.  If  we 
do, then, like a balloon, there’s nowhere 
to go but up!  As this song built towards 
the end, more and more balloons fi lled 
the room.  Children handed out balloons 
to people in the audience and to choir 
members.  Balloon decorations were 
unveiled at points during the song.  By 
the end, the gym was full of  both joyful 
music and beautiful, fl oating colors that 
helped bring that music to life.

MUSIC MINISTRY

POPS CONCERT SOARS
By Bryan Anderson



Announcements
PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS FORMS were mailed 
to all church members.  Nominations must be submitted no later than Sunday, 
September 1 during worship to be considered, as the nominations will be tallied 
by our Deacons at the end of  the service. The top 30 nominees who agree to 
serve will be placed on the fi nal ballot.

LABOR DAY -- The church offi ce will be closed on Monday, September 2nd, 
2019 in observance of  Labor Day.  

DEEPER CLASSES FOR ADULTS CONTINUE on Wednesday evenings 
at 6:00 p.m. - 
     “II Corinthians,” led by Larry Taylor, Fellowship Hall.
     “Understanding World Religions,” led by Phil Potratz, Room 107.
     “Ceramics,” led by Daune Jordan, Arts and Crafts Room.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNERS - 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. If  you 
have not already, everyone needs to make a reservation for dinner. Please be sure 
to let us know if  you want a standing reservation or just for the one Wednesday 
evening by calling the church offi ce at 615.893.2514 or go to our website, www.
fbcmboro.org, and click on Fellowship Meal under the “news” tab.

DR. MIROSLAV VOLF - Sunday, September 8. Dr. Volf  will be our guest 
preacher at 10:30 a.m. as we have a join worship with St. Paul’s Episcopal in our 
sanctuary. Dr. Volf  will also deliver The Dr. Martin McCullough Lecture at 3:00 
p.m. in our sanctuary. Details on church website. 

LORD’S SUPPER - Sunday, September 15, 10:30 a.m.

A TOWN HALL MEETING will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, Septem-
ber 22 from 9:50-10:15 a.m. to allow Dr. Bill Owen to provide an overview of  the 
Pastor search process and entertain questions. Adult and youth classes will dismiss 
at 9:40 a.m. to attend this meeting. Preschool & children’s classes will meet on 
their regular schedule. Each member plays an important role in determining the 
future direction of  our church and this meeting will give a vision of  how we can 
each have a part of  this important process in the months to come.

SEPTEMBER STATE MISSIONS - Tennessee is our Judea and millions in 
our state need to hear about and feel God’s love. May the the Lord fi nd us faithful 
in supporting the mission of  His church. Our FBC goal is $10,000.

MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER - Purses 
with a Purpose. Donated purses will be fi lled with personal items and donated to 
women’s shelters. Needed items: Tissue Packs, Lip Moisturizer, Hand Lotions, 
Nail Clippers/Emory Boards, Pocket Size New Testaments, Note Pads and Pens, 

Warm Socks, Individual Snack Packs. Please place in designated tub in the Dona-

tion Area by September 30.

FALL FESTIVAL - Mark your calendars now for FBC Children’s Ministry’s Fall 
Festival. This annual event will take place on Saturday, October 19, from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

On Call this Month

September 1 - 7
 Sta# 

Pam Pilote - 615.631.6402

Deacons
Pete Adams - 615.542.2370

Sheryl Chesnutt - 615.439.7427
Je#  Fryer - 615.653.3411

Mark Crocker - 6145.906.7380

September 8 - 14
 Sta# 

David Berg - 205.517.1250

Deacons 
Randy Bozeman - 615.456.5645

Bob Siddens - 615.498.0661
Dale Nisson - 615.692.8753

Rhonda Ward - 615.310.2137

September 15 - 21
 Sta# 

Bryan Anderson - 615.519.0875

Deacons 
Charlie Runion - 615.506.6830
Ronald Barrett - 615.890.1253
Rodney Hayes - 615.556.6172

Judy Lowe - 615.893.6513

September 22 - 28
 Sta# 

David Cates - 615.273.2806

Deacons 
Charlie Myatt - 615.210.7574
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081
Ashli Lamons - 615.631.1134

John Ward - 615.310.2137

September 29 - October 5
 Sta# 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790

Deacons
David Dykes - 615.895.8962

Cory Call - 615.293.7015
John Stracener - 615.848.8005

Gary Green - 615.890.5493



Monday, September 2 (Labor Day)
 Church O"  ce Closed

Tuesday, September 3
 10:45 am Adults on Mission, Room 107
 6:00 pm Church Softball vs Lascassas  
   Church of Christ, (Make Up  
   Game) Old Fort Park
 7:00 pm Church Softball vs Lascassas  
   Church of Christ, (Make Up  
   Game) Old Fort Park

Wednesday, September 4
 6:00 pm “II Corinthians,” led by Larry
   Taylor, Fellowship Hall
  “Understanding World
   Religions,” led by Phil 
   Potratz, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room

Thursday, September 5
 8:00 pm Church Softball vs World 
   Outreach, Star Plex #3
 9:00 pm Church Softball vs World
   Outreach, Star Plex #3

Sunday, September 8
 10:30 am Dr. Miroslav Volf to preach
 3:00 pm Dr. Martin McCullough
   Lecture by Dr. Volf,
   Sanctuary

Monday, September 9
 11:00 am WEE School Grandparents’
   Day Lunch, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, September 10
 11:00 am WEE School Grandparents’
   Day Lunch, Fellowship Hall
 12:00 pm Round Table II, Room 107

Wednesday, September 11
 6:00 pm “II Corinthians,” led by Larry
   Taylor, Fellowship Hall
  “Understanding World
   Religions,” led by Phil 
   Potratz, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room
 7:00 pm Renovations Committee,  
   Conference Room

Thursday, September 12
 8:00 pm Church Softball vs Calvary
   Baptist, Star Plex #3
 9:00 pm Church Softball vs Calvary
   Baptist, Star Plex #3

Sunday, September 15
 10:30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

Monday, September 16
 5:30 pm Personnel Committee,  
   Conference Room
 7:00 pm Men’s Small Group,
   Conference Room

Tuesday, September 17
 4:30 pm Budget & Finance Committee,
   Conference Room

Wednesday, September 18
 6:00 pm “II Corinthians,” led by Larry
   Taylor, Fellowship Hall
  “Understanding World
   Religions,” led by Phil 
   Potratz, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room

Thursday, September 19
 6:00 pm Church Softball vs Hillview
   Baptist, Old Fort Park
 7:00 pm Church Softball vs Hillview
   Baptist, Old Fort Park

Friday, September 20
 10:45 am Young at Heart, Fellowship
   Hall

Sunday, September 22
 9:50 am Town Hall Meeting, Sanctuary

Monday, September 23
 7:00 pm Christian Formation Team,  
   Room 107

Wednesday, September 25
 6:00 pm “II Corinthians,” led by Larry
   Taylor, Fellowship Hall
  “Understanding World
   Religions,” led by Phil 
   Potratz, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room

Thursday, September 26
 6:00 pm Church Softball vs Bar* eld
   Baptist, Star Plex #4
 7:00 pm Church Softball vs Bar* eld
   Baptist, Star Plex #4

SEPTEMBER
WEEKLY at FBC    

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host Homes 
   (begin 9/8)

Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 6:30 pm JCM, CrossMain (begins
   9/3)
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement, CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room 208

Wednesday
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,   
   Birth - 2 years, Nursery  
   Suite
 5:40 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Choirs
   Youth Midweek, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper Classes
 6:20 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &   
   Crafts Room

O.T. CHALLENGE READINGS 

FOR SEPTEMBER

2 Chronicles 12 - Job 7

Psalms 116 - 128

A detailed reading schedule 

may be found on our website

 www.fbcmboro.org

under the “News” tab. 


