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Upcoming Dates
Coldest Nights

Each winter, our church houses homeless men in our community 
when the temperature is 32 degrees or below. More than 300 individu-
als were fed, o�ered a shower, and given a place to sleep during the 
harsh winter months this year. Alexandra Bozeman, a long time FBC 
member who served these men along with the rest of the college-age 
Bible Study class, had this to say about her experience as a volunteer:

I fellowshipped and built relationships with the men we served. I 
heard stories of challenges, triumphs, hardships, and redemption. If 
anything, spending time with the men of Coldest Nights made my 
faith stronger.

While serving in this ministry I learned the importance of listening. I 
learned how to serve, love, pray, and live “better.” Most of all, though, I 
learned how important it is to just be present. People need people. 
People need community. There is power in numbers, and there is 
power in this ministry. If you have never served with this ministry, I 
urge you to seek the opportunity. Prayerfully consider taking on a 
new role within this program, whether through serving, preparing, or 
fellowshipping.  The time you spend with them will assuredly be of 
immeasurable value.“ 

Our church has been blessed to partner with Journey Home, Mur-
freesboro Cold Patrol, St. Paul’s Episcopal church, Central Christian 
Church, Stones River Baptist Church, and the Murfreesboro Muslim 
Youth in providing this vital ministry this winter.

“My time serving with the Coldest 
Nights Ministry is time that I will 
treasure forever. Through preparing 
meals, I have grown closer to people 
that I have known for years and 
people that I just met when the 
program began. I have made new 
connections with members of our 
church and community that I would 
not know without this program.
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South Dakota 
Mission Trip
June 23-July 2

Vacation Bible School:
 Nursery-Adults

Light Construction

Perry County, AL
Mission Trip
June 24-July 1

For information, contact 
Sara Bell at

BellBigHolly@aol.com
or Sean Prince at

seanprince414@gmail.com

For information, contact 
David Cates at

DCates@fbcmboro.org



Thrive: Malaysia

Lunch at Mitchell Neilson

Recently one of FBC’s members, Karen Potratz participated in Thrive Retreat in Malaysia. Thrive is a non-pro�t

In counseling, Karen saw familiar themes: marriage and 
family, relationship issues, and stress, but she also saw 
many cross cultural issues which are unique to this popu-
lation. The attendees expressed frequently how much 
they appreciated the care they received at the retreat.

They were also grateful to experience praise and worship 
in English. To hear scripture read and the Bible taught 
meant everything to them. Karen said of her experience, 
“For me to be with this group was a unique and special 
blessing in that their faith is sacri�cial and genuine and 
their commitments are obviously steadfast.” 

A New Deeper study will begin on Wednesday, April 
26.  The study will be for persons interested in learning more 
about contemporary mission work.  Rev. Je� Fryer will focus 
on the Why and How of doing mission in today’s environ-
ment.   Participants will receive a guide, Helping Without 
Hurting in Short-Term Missions.  The guide features challeng-
ing content and opportunities for personal study and re�ec-
tion as well as preparation for group discussion.  

The study will have Five sessions designed to prepare an 
individual for a mission trip.  Missions participation is not a 
prerequisite, as the class will be helpful for any Christian.

Helping Without Hurting
in Short Term Missions

Recently, a member of FBC’s congregation, Karen 
Potratz, volunteered at a retreat hosted by Thrive, a 
non-pro�t organization which serves “global 
women.” The attendees at this retreat included: 
Women involved in Wycli�e translation, New Tribes 
Mission, church planting, Bible teaching, disciple-
ship, human tra�cking, refugee ministries, children’s 
work, and member care. Many of the participants 
are unable to be identi�ed for their own safety in 
their places of service. 

Karen’s speci�c role was to join a group of counsel-
ors who o�ered sessions for 52 of the 64 attendees. 

In an e�ort to continue our relationship 
with Mitchell-Neilson School, which 
began with the creation of the PEP Team 
mentoring program, a baked potato and 
salad luncheon was served to the school's 
faculty and sta� on March 9.  This project 
was under the direction of FBC’s Missions 
Committee.  Principal Robin Newell 
warmly welcomed nine First Baptist mem-
bers and sta� who mingled with teachers 
during the lunch time.  Please join us in 
praying for the students at the school and 
for all the adults who work tirelessly to 
help them succeed.


