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Welcome, new members!

Financial Report

Our Ministers

Reminders

Church Members

Pam Lewis -
By profession of faith/baptism

Oliver Pepper -
By profession of faith/baptism

Wyatt Petroka -
By profession of faith/baptism

Alex Dye - 
By profession of faith/baptism

Bible Study Members

Pam Lewis - Girlfriend’s Guide
Elizabeth McBee - 8th Grade

Joseph McBee - 6th Grade
Annabelle McBee - 10th Grade
Johnnie McBee - K/1st Grade

Jase McBee - PreK
Samantha McBee - 2’s/3’s

Jhett McBee - 1’s

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY

& TEACHER APPRECIATION 

SUNDAY

May 5

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

SUNDAY

May 19

SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY

May 26

Year to Date

Budget Requirements  $1,001,207.27

Budget Receipts  $962,851.62

Designated Receipts  $949,956.43

North American Missions $7,396.81

L.I.F.E. Campaign Receipts

     to Date  $745,130.60

Outstanding Loan Balance $573,357.51
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Dr. Noel Schoonmaker, Pastor

Rev. Phil Potratz, 

Minister of Christian Formation

Rev. David Cates, Minister of Students

Pam Pilote, Minister of Senior Adults 

& Congregational Care

Bryan Anderson, Minister of Music

Rev. David Berg, Minister of Preschool/Children

Dr. Eugene Cotey, Pastor Emeritus

Welcome to Eastertide, a joyful season 
celebrating Christ’s resurrection! The 
resurrection is not to be admired from 
a distance; it is to be experienced. In 
Philippians 3, Paul shows us what it 
means to know the power of  Christ’s 
resurrection for ourselves. 

He says in verse 8 that the value 
surpassing all others is that of  “knowing 
Christ Jesus.” This is not a detached 
form of  academic knowledge, or an 
objective form of  scientifi c knowledge, 
but an experiential form of  personal 
knowledge.

When I departed for Italy in the winter 
of  2000, my father encouraged me to 
see Michelangelo’s David in Florence. 
He raved about what a mesmerizing 
sculpture it is. I had seen pictures of  
the David on postcards, and I had heard 
about it in books, and I had not found 
it so impressive. But when I arrived in 
Florence, I stopped by to see it on my 
father’s recommendation. And it blew 
me away. No photograph or verbal 
description could possibly do it justice. 
You have to experience it for yourself, 
in person, to truly know its majesty. 

Likewise, Paul is not talking about a 
postcard faith in Christ, or a “book 
knowledge” faith in Christ. He is talking 
about a personal experience of  Christ. 
You have to experience Christ for 
yourself  to truly know his majesty.

Specifi cally, Paul is talking about 
knowing the power of  Christ’s 
resurrection (Philippians 3:10). 
According to Paul, Christians 
participate in resurrection by faith. 
When we arise from the watery grave 
of  baptism, we are raised with Christ 
to walk in “newness of  life” (Romans 
6:4). We are raised to a life of  love, joy, 
and peace (Galatians 5:22). Knowing 
the power of  Christ’s resurrection 
elevates our values and our ethics, our 
character and our conduct.

It also has everlasting implications. 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 
“Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the fi rst fruits of  those who 
have died.” In other words, Christ’s 
emergence from the grave is only the 
beginning of  the resurrection harvest. 
Believers will follow with our own 
resurrection to eternal life.

As a friend was nearing the end of  
an adoption process, he and his 
spouse were trying to choose a name 
for their new baby girl. He told me 
several names they were considering, 
including “Anastasia.” I said, “Why 
Anastasia?” He said, “Come on, 
man. Anastasia means resurrection.” 
Indeed, the Greek term for 
resurrection in Phil 3:10 is anastaseos. 
Anastasia is a wonderful name for 
Christians to give their child. We might 
even say that every Christian’s name is 
Anastasia. Just call me “Resurrection,” 
because I know its power for new life 
today, and I will know its power for 
everlasting life on the last day!  

KNOWING THE POWER OF CHRIST’S
RESURRECTION

By Noel Schoonmaker



Jesus Journey is an experiential 
youth retreat that happens 
annually during the Lenten 
season. Jesus Journey 2019 
took on added signifi cance 
due to its placement on Good 
Friday weekend. This year 
over 50 youth and leaders 
journeyed together immersing 
themselves in the story of  Jesus’ 
ministry, teachings, death and 
resurrection. This year’s theme 
was “Surrender” as we centered on Matthew 26v39 in which 
Jesus, praying to God, says, “not what I want, but what you 
want.” 

Through various elements, journeyers were drawn to 
consider what we might surrender in response to what 
Christ surrendered for each of  us. The weekend started at 
New Frontiers, an adventure programming facility, with high 
ropes course activities as the group began to unpack what it 
means to surrender fear, control and our individual desires 
for the benefi t of  others. What followed was a Jesus Journey 
staple called Bowl of  Affl ictions that challenges teams to 
work together to fi nd metaphorical healing at the cross. 

Our next element was a time 
of  Guided Meditation followed 
by musical Worship in which 
CrossMain was transformed 
into a sacred venue as youth 
entered removing their shoes to 
encourage us to treat the setting 
as holy ground. 

Journeyers continued into the 
Passover for the Last Supper 
with a Seder type of  element 

employing various tastes as a reminder of  the Israelite 
journey. What followed was a reminder of  Jesus’ last hours 
spent praying to God as we entered into our own Prayer 
Stations. Further employing the “Surrender” theme, the Art 
element was a time of  carving from a rubber block as the 
group made white fl ag stamps. This led us to a fi nal time 
of  Worship ending with the song “Joy” as we began to 
celebrate moving toward a glow-light Resurrection confetti 
fi nale. 

We praise God for Christ’s wonderful example of  surrender 

made more evident through Jesus Journey 2019!

STUDENT MINISTRY

JESUS JOURNEY - SURRENDER
By David Cates
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EASTER CELEBRATION: A BIG HIT
By David Berg

This year’s Easter Celebration was 
held in the Gym, Fellowship Hall, 

and the fi rst fl oor of  the Education 
Building. It consisted of  several arts 

& crafts projects, face painting, 
“egg-citing” games like an egg toss 
and egg races, snacks, a wonderful 
story performed by Rick and 
Cathy Bean, and the ever popular 
egg hunt. Thank you to everyone 
who donated eggs, candy, and 
toys for the egg hunt! We had a 
wonderful turnout for the event, 
totaling nearly 50 different families 
in attendance. I had a great time 
watching the children enjoying all 
of  the different activities while 
their parents watched and had 
opportunities to visit with each 
other.

We had originally planned to have 
the Easter Celebration at Oaklands 

Park. However, the weather did 
not cooperate and so we made a 
last minute decision to relocate to 
the church. This move worked out 
beautifully because we were able 
to make full use of  the fi rst fl oor 
facilities. I found myself  saying over 
and over again how thankful I am to 
have such wonderful facilities that 
can so easily accommodate “Plan 
B.” We are truly blessed! I am also 
thankful for the members of  the 
Preschool and Children’s Committee 
who worked so hard to set up, 
decorate, and facilitate the event. 
They are absolutely amazing to 
work with! This is the last time I will 
get to say this, but my fi rst Easter 
Celebration was a great way to bring 
my fi rst year to a close!



L.I.F.E. Campaign gifts are enabling our church to move 
forward with both debt retirement and some much needed 
renovations to our church facility. To date, $745,130 has 
been given, enabling us to reduce our church debt to 
$573,357 and providing $345,672 for facility renovations. 
The Renovations Committee has been meeting regularly in 
order to utilize these funds as effectively as possible. 

Priority #1 was to 
replace the HVAC units 
at CrossMain.  The 
4 large units in this 
system were original 
to the building and 
have provided almost 
60 years of  service! 
(Wouldn’t you like your 
home unit to last that 
long?) However, parts 
for these units are no 
longer made and it 
is no longer legal to 
service the coolant they 

require so it is high time to replace them!  New units will 
also save substantially on utility costs.  Roscoe Brown was 
the low bidder on this project at $112,356, and is currently 
in the process of  replacing these units.  The project is 
expected to be completed by May 3.

The Renovations Committee also met with an architect 
and builder to evaluate the timing of  the remaining 
projects.  Renovating restrooms remains a high priority, as 
do renovations in our children’s area and adult classrooms. 
However, it is most economical to make these renovations 
all at the same time so these projects will need to wait 
until more funds become available.  The next areas where 
the committee plans to make improvements are in the 
Fellowship Hall and kitchen.  This will include a hard 
surface fl oor in the Fellowship Hall and improved cooling 
in the kitchen.  The current plans are to make these 
renovations this coming summer, when the usage in these 
areas is minimal.

Thank you for your continued gifts which make these 
improvements possible!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION MINISTRY

FACILITY RENOVATIONS MOVING FORWARD
By Phil Potratz

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

HISTORY COMMITTEE HONORS SOME NOTABLE WOMEN IN FBC HISTORY
By Pam Pilote

When Pastor Noel describes our church to folks in 

Newcomers’ Classes, he often says, “One of  the things 

that makes First Baptist Church distinctive is that we are 

supportive of  women in ministry at all levels of  service.” 

Of  course, men and women have always served here 

and in every church. It’s just that we don’t have lists of  

“the things that men are able to do at First Baptist” and 

“the things that women are able to do at First Baptist.” 

That doesn’t sound like a big deal, but in reality, it is.  

With this in mind, the History Committee decided 

to highlight some notable women in First Baptist’s 

history. In this relatively small sample of  the hundreds 

of  women who have served here, it is possible to see 

some of  the evolution of  women’s roles at our church. 

Helen Brown was elected as the fi rst woman deacon. 

Suzie Reeder was the fi rst woman called to serve on the 

ministerial staff. Judy Campbell was the fi rst woman 

chair of  deacons and the fi rst female church moderator.  

Sometimes in worship, I think about our being 

“surrounded by a great cloud of  witnesses.” I think 

they would be proud of  our progress and our future 

direction.
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The Digital Update is an email sent out by the church 

every Wednesday at about 11:00am.  This communication 

is always full of  important information for you and your 

family about upcoming events and ministry opportunities.  

The Digital Update also features a brief  update from 

Pastor Noel, pictures of  new church members, and links 

to worship livestreams and sermon audio.  You can even 

give to the church online or make a dinner reservation for 

the Wednesday evening 

fellowship dinner through 

specifi ed links.  Also, 

for the last few weeks, 

the Digital Update has 

included a link to the 

current week’s “Between 

Sundays” video, which are 

fun (fi ctive) looks at what 

goes on here at the church 

between Sundays.  So by reading the Digital Update, you get 

a sneak peak at that video an entire day before it gets posted 

to Facebook!

Recently, the readership of  the Digital Update email has 

been increasing.  Church members of  varying ages are 

asking to be put on the distribution list to receive this 

important church communication.  If  you do not already 

receive the Digital Update on Wednesdays and you would 

like to be added the list, 

please email dloggins@

fbcmboro.org and ask 

to be added to the list to 

receive the Digital Update. 

We want to ensure that 

everyone knows all the 

exciting things happening 

here at First Baptist!

DIGITAL UPDATE READERSHIP RISING
By Bryan Anderson



Saturday, April 27
 9:00 am Mission Work Day, until 4 pm,
   Journey Home

Sunday, April 28
 10:30 am Handel’s Messiah Part 2,
   Sanctuary
 2:00 pm Men’s Small Group,
   Conference Room
  Academy of Fine Arts Recital,
   Sanctuary
 5:00 pm Church Picnic, Boys’ & Girls’
   Club, until 7:00 pm

Tuesday, April 30
 2:30 pm Missions Committee, 
   Conference Room

Wednesday, May 1
 5:30 pm Youth Choir, CrossMain
 6:00 pm “The Sting Is Gone: 1 Cor. 15:
   50-58,” Fellowship Hall
  “Ceramics,” Arts & Crafts Rm.
  Public Relations Committee,
   Conference Room

Thursday, May 2
 8:00 am Senior Adults leave to go to
   Florence, Alabama

Friday, May 3
 5:00 pm Senior Adults return from
   Florence, Alabama

Sunday, May 5
 9:15 am Teacher Appreciation Sunday
 10:30 am Children’s Sunday
 4:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting, Fellowship
   Hall

Tuesday, May 7
 10:45 am Adults on Mission, Fellowship
   Hall

Wednesday, May 8
 5:30 pm Youth Choir, CrossMain

 6:00 pm Musical Program: “Songs of 
   Faith,” Fellowship Hall
  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.
 7:00 pm Renovations Committee,
   Conference Room

Friday, May 10
 10:00 am Joyful Sound sings at The
   Rutherford

Sunday, May 12 (Mother’s Day)
 10:30 am Child Dedications

Tuesday, May 14
 5:30 pm Academy of Fine Arts Violin
   Recital, Sanctuary

Wednesday, May 15
 5:30 pm Youth Choir, CrossMain
  Budget & Finance Committee
   Listening Session for 2019
   Budget, Room 107
 6:00 pm “1 Corinthians 15:35-49,”
   Fellowship Hall
  RA/GA Racer Night, CLC

Thursday, May 16
 6:00 pm WEE School Graduation,
   Sanctuary

Friday, May 17
 10:45 am Young at Heart, Fellowship
   Hall
 5:00 pm Academy of Fine Arts Recital,
   Sanctuary
 7:00 pm Academy of Fine Arts Recital,
   Sanctuary

Sunday, May 19
 10:30 am High School Graduate
   Recognition
 2:00 pm Academy of Fine Arts Senior
   Recital, Fellowship Hall
 2:30 pm South Dakota Mission Trip
   Meeting, Room 208

Monday, May 20
 7:00 pm Men’s Small Group, 
   Conference Room

Tuesday, May 21
 4:30 pm Budget & Finance Committee,
   Conference Room

Wednesday, May 22
 (Wednesday evening dinners and
 Deeper activities will not be held until
 August 21)
 6:00 pm Christian Formation Team,
   Conference Room
 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, May 26
 10:30 am Senior Adult Sunday

Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day)
 Church O"  ce Closed

Wednesday, May 29
 6:00 pm Called Business Meeting,
   Fellowship Hall
 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Friday, May 31
 10:00 am Joyful Sound sings at The
   Crossings

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host Homes
   (conclude May 5 for
   the summer)
Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement, CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room 208

Wednesday
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 (Wednesday Evening Dinners and  
 Deeper activities end May 15 until  
 August 21)
 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room
   211
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
  Media Library Sta%  
   Available
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,   
   Birth - 2 years, Room
   106
 5:40 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Choirs
   Youth Endeavor, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper Classes
 6:20 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &   
   Crafts Room

O.T. CHALLENGE READINGS FOR 

MAY

Numbers 33-Joshua 24

Psalms 55-72:1-7

A detailed reading schedule 

may be found on our website

 www.fbcmboro.org

under the “News” tab. 

MAY
WEEKLY at FBC



On Call this Month Announcements
April 28 - May 4
 Sta% 

Bryan Anderson - 615.519.0875

Deacons 
Billy Vaughn - 615.867.8713

Ben Wells - 615.849.9685
Randy Bozeman - 615.456.5645

Charlie Myatt - 615.210.7574

May 5 - 11
 Sta% 

David Berg - 205.517.1250

Deacons 
Dale Krisle - 615.804.6588

Jim Whitaker - 423.903.0641
Pete Adams - 615.542.2370

Sheryl Chesnutt - 615.439.7427

May 12 - 18
 Sta% 

Noel Schoonmaker - 615.617.7673

Deacons 
Je%  Fryer - 615.653.3411

Mark Crocker - 615.906.7380
Scott Abernathy - 615.330.2615

Bob Siddens - 615.498.0661

May 19 - 25
 Sta% 

Pam Pilote - 615.631.6402

Deacons 
Dale Nisson - 615.692.8753

Rhonda Ward - 615.310.2137
Charlie Runion - 615.506.6830
Ronald Barrett - 615.890.1253

May 26 - June 1
 Sta% 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790

Deacons
Rodney Hayes - 615.556.6172

Judy Lowe - 615.893.6513
Charlie Myatt - 615.210.7574
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081

CHANCEL CHOIR PRESENTS MESSIAH PART 2 - Sunday, April 28, 10:30 
a.m. Invite a friend.

CHURCH PICNIC - Sunday, April 28, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m., Boys’ & Girls’ Club. Bring 
food for your family to share. 

NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS EMPHASIS - Please support those who 
serve with much prayer and generous gifts. Our church goal is $12,000 for their 
support. Given to date: $4,874.81.

MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR APRIL - Items needed by South Dakota 
Mission Team to help a local school (K-8): new or gently used clothes, new under-
wear for boys and girls (sizes 5-8), gloves, socks, brushes, hair ties, new or gently 
used soccer shoes with sizes. Please place in donation area by April 30.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES - If  you or a family member is grad-
uating from a college or university this year, please call the church offi ce or email 
tfranklin@fbcmboro.org with the following information so we can place your an-
nouncement in The Witness: Graduate’s Name, Name of  College or University, Date 
of  Graduation, Degree Earned.

BIBLE STUDY LED BY NOEL SCHOONMAKER - Wednesdays, May 1 - 15, 
“1 Corinthians 15,” Fellowship Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m.

OVERNIGHT SENIOR ADULT TRIP TO FLORENCE, AL - Thursday and 
Friday, May 2 & 3. Tour the Frank Lloyd Wright House, Helen Keller Home & 
Museum, and Muscle Shoals Sounds Recording Studio. Cost: $100/person double 
occupancy plus 2 lunches and 1 dinner on your own. Call the church offi ce to make 
your reservation to go. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY - May 5, 10:30 a.m. Children’s choirs will sing and chil-
dren will lead other aspects of  worship.

TEACHER APPRECIATION SUNDAY MAY 5 - Join us this Sunday morning 
in thanking our Bible study teachers and leaders who faithfully guide our preschool-
ers, children, youth, and adults in Bible study each week.

MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING - Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes welcomes 
children from hard places with the love of  Christ through foster care, on-campus 
homes and family support. Your faithful giving makes a difference in the life of  a 
child.

ADULTS ON MISSION - Tuesday, May 7, 10:45 a.m., Room 107. Potluck lunch 
to follow. 

CHILD DEDICATIONS - Sunday, May 12, 10:30 a.m.

RA’S/GA’S RACER NIGHT - Wednesday, May 15, 5:30 p.m.

THE BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE will be in Room 107 from 5:30 
- 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 15 for a “Budget Committee Listening Session.” 
Church members are welcome to come and offer input on the church budget.”

WEE SCHOOL GRADUATION - Thursday, May 16, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

YOUNG AT HEART - Friday, May 17, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall. John R. Black, 
Executive Director Smyrna/Rutherford County Airport Authority, speaks about the 
variety of  interesting things that the airport is doing. Be sure to make your reserva-
tion for a catered lunch from Carolyn’s Creations by Tuesday, May 14.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY - May 19, 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNERS AND DEEPER ACTIVITIES WILL 
NOT BE HELD - beginning May 22 until August 21.

SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY - May 26, 10:30 a.m. Joyful Sound will sing in wor-
ship.

A CALLED BUSINESS MEETING will be held on May 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall to review the proposed church budget for 2019-2020.


