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Welcome, new members!
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Our Ministers

Reminders
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

March 6

6:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

NEW DEEPER CLASSES FOR 

ADULTS BEGIN

March 13

6:00 p.m.

YOUNG AT HEART KICKOFF

Friday, March 15

10:45 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Guest: Lisa Spencer

Year to Date

Budget Requirements  $791,652.26

Budget Receipts  $770,721.49

Designated Receipts  $803,617.25

L.I.F.E. Campaign Receipts

     to Date  $644,179.05

Outstanding Loan Balance $637,539.07
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Rev. Phil Potratz, 
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Rev. David Cates, Minister of Students
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Bryan Anderson, Minister of Music

Rev. David Berg, Minister of Preschool/Children
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Galatians includes some great one-
liners that I’m not covering in my 
current sermon series “Galatians 
Afresh.” One of  them is Galatians 
2:10: “They only asked that we should 
go on remembering the poor, the 
very thing that I also was eager to do.” 
Paul is indicating that when he met 
with Peter and James in Jerusalem to 
work out their agreement about his 
ministry to Gentiles and their ministry 
to Jews, there was only one condition 
attached: that Paul and his associates 
would continue to remember the 
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem who 
were poor. The Greek verb suggests 
the continuation of  an action already 
underway. Evidently, Paul had long 
made a habit of  remembering the poor, 
and he would continue to do so.

To remember the poor means not 
only to keep them in mind but also to 
support them fi nancially. Since assisting 
the impoverished was a central aspect 
of  both Jewish and Christian piety (Dt 
24:10-22; Prov 28:27; Mt 25:31-46), it 
was quite natural for Paul to embrace 
the ministry of  aiding the destitute 
within the Jerusalem church. He says 
it was the exact thing he was eager to 
do anyhow. Paul may have had in mind 
the collection that he and Barnabas had 
taken from Antioch to Jerusalem for the 
purpose of  famine relief  (Acts 11:30). 
In any case, he viewed “remembering 
the poor” as a welcome addition to his 
agreement with the Jerusalem apostles.

The phrase about remembering the 

poor bears important implications for 
modern-day Christians like you and 
me, especially since it’s easy to forget 
about the poor. Housing patterns 
frequently serve to distance middle-
class residents from persons of  
meager economic means. As a result, 
many middle-class people inhabit 
schools, stores, and areas of  town that 
do not require much interaction with 
the impoverished. And when poor 
people are out of  sight, they are often 
out of  mind. This is why Dorothy 
Day and Peter Maurin, leaders of  
the twentieth century Catholic 
Worker Movement, emphasized 
the importance of  intentionally 
remembering the poor. 

To remember the poor is to keep 
them constantly in mind and to utilize 
our social and economic capital for 
their benefi t. To remember the poor 
is to ask where low-income residents 
are going to live once their housing 
complex is demolished for the sake 
of  “downtown revitalization.” To 
remember the poor is to ask how 
every policy considered in a state 
legislature will affect people that have 
little money. To remember the poor is 
to allot a portion of  one’s household 
budget to relieve the needs of  families 
living below the poverty line. To 
remember the poor is to partner with 
churches and non-profi ts to resource 
and empower the oppressed. To 
remember the poor is to learn the 
names of  our homeless neighbors 
in town. To remember the poor is to 
dream for underprivileged children 
what we dream for our own children. 

Remembering the poor is no optional 
feature of  Christian discipleship; it is 
imperative. As we go on journeying 
through life, let us go on remembering 
the poor.

WHAT DOES 
IT MEAN TO 
REMEMBER 
THE POOR?

By Noel Schoonmaker



“Be you – but don’t go it alone” was the 
primary message of  the men’s retreat 
January 25 & 26.  Sixteen men gathered at 
DuBose Conference Center in Monteagle 
for fellowship, food, worship, and 
learning together.  Retreat sessions were 
led by Rev. Phil Herndon, who serves as 
the Clinical Director of  the Center for 
Professional Excellence in Murfreesboro.  
Rev. Herndon challenged us to be who 
God made us to be and serve where our 
strengths are.  He also emphasized that 
“Superman is a myth”; no one can stand 
alone and do life well.  All of  us need 
belonging, signifi cance, and humility.   We also need other 
men we can confi de in.  Our time sharing in small groups 
throughout the retreat reinforced the value of  opening up to 
other guys.   We have more in common than we realize.

Of  course a men’s retreat wouldn’t be complete without a 

corn-hole tournament!  Free time also 
allowed for walking with others on the 
spacious grounds.  Another highlight 
was sharing the Lord’s Supper together 
in a circle where each person served the 
elements to another man in the circle.  A 
special thanks goes to Rick Bean who 
chaired the planning team, and Bryan 
Anderson who both led music and 
coordinated the audiovisuals for the retreat.  
We all returned home much richer for the 
experience.

A follow-up event is planned when we 
will put service into action.  Everyone is invited to join us 
in serving together on a work-day with Journey Home on 
Saturday, April 6.   We will be doing light construction to 

prepare a local building to be used as transitional housing. 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION MINISTRY

MEN’S RETREAT 2019 - “A SERVANT’S HEART”
By Phil Potratz
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PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

A FRESH LOOK FOR CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
By David Berg

Let me start by saying that I am not 

one to make changes just for the 

sake of  making changes. I usually 

take my time assessing options, 

developing plans, and trying to look 

at every side of  an issue before 

changing things. That being said, I 

have known for a while now that 

our Worship Bags needed a change. 

They provide a valuable component 

to our Sunday mornings for families 

with children but the bags and their 

contents had grown a little worn 

over time. So, a few months ago, I 

began exploring new options and 

ideas for our worship bags. Recently 

the time came to make implement 

the changes I had been looking at, so 

without further ado let me tell you 

about our new worship bags!

The new Worship Bag Station is 

located on a cart in the sitting area 

between the Sanctuary and the 

Children’s Library. Children can take 

their own bag and select items to 

take with them into worship, which 

they will then bring back and put 

away after worship. Items include 

coloring pages, activity sheets, and 

crayons; dry erase board, erasers, 

and dry erase crayons; sermon 

notebooks; and a variety of  sensory 

fi dget items. This last selection is 

probably the most important to 

me because they help calm nerves, 

relieve stress, and increase focus. 

They are an ideal addition to our 

worship bags and I am very pleased 

with what we have to start with. In 

time I will add new items so we can 

keep these bags fresh and exciting 

for our children and their families! 



Coldest Nights is an emergency drop-in shelter for adult 
men and women that is open when the temperature is 
below freezing. The original partnership between The 
Journey Home and First Baptist Church has expanded to 
include Murfreesboro Cold Patrol, Murfreesboro Rescue 
Mission and, for the past two years, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church which assists our female clients. For fi ve years FBC 
has opened the basement of  our Christian Life Center 
for men who, for any number of  reasons, fi nd themselves 
without heat or shelter. Men are given bedding and a cot, 
the opportunity to take showers, fellowship with volunteers, 
and a meal. As of  this writing, Meal Teams have served 
36 nights of  meals to up to 50 men per night during this 
winter season. 

IMPROVEMENTS
Each year the Coldest Nights leadership team discusses 
how to continually improve and this year two initiatives 
have proven successful. Through The Journey Home, 
Coldest Nights’ internal staffi ng has been provided 

extensive training, which has resulted in better consistency 
and attentiveness to clients’ needs. Another positive 
advancement has been a new check-in and verifi cation 
process through identifi cation cards issued to all clients. 

MEALS
As a result of  having as many as eight Meal Teams involved 
the provision of  meals has been spread in such a way that 
no one team has been overly burdened. We hope this trend 
continues and even more church members will take the 
opportunity to serve in this life-giving/saving ministry. We 
like to say that, through Coldest Nights, we provide a warm 
place to sleep, a 
warm shower, a 
warm meal, and 
warm fellowship! 
Praise God for 
FBC continuing 
to live out the 
vision of  being a 
downtown church!

MISSIONS

COLDEST NIGHTS REPORT
By David Cates

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

FBC’S CARD MINISTRY SENDS LOVE IN AN ENVELOPE
By Pam Pilote

Sometimes the most meaningful things come from the 

smallest monetary cost.  Each week when there is a 

Wednesday evening meal at the church, there is a table in 

the hallway with cards for folks to sign.  Some of  them 

are birthday cards for homebound folks, while others 

are “get well” cards for folks from our church and our 

community who are ill.  Some of  them are “thinking of  

you” and “sympathy” cards for people who are having 

a diffi cult time or who have experienced loss.  I hear 

often about how much the receipt of  the cards means 

to people.  Recently, Marguerite Summar passed away 

in Pennsylvania where she had lived for nearly twenty 

years.  Through our card ministry, we stayed in contact 

with her and she would write back several times each 

year.  Almost without fail, her notes would say, “Thank 

you, First Baptist Church, for remembering me.”  What 

a blessing to be part of  a church that uses many ways to 

say, “You are not forgotten!”   
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The LIFE campaign is off  to a fantastic start!  Campaign 

Chair Pete Adams gave a campaign update during Morning 

Worship on Sunday, February 10, where he reported that 

(to that date) 195 pledges totaling $1,589,847 had been 

received.  While this amount is pledged to be given over the 

next 3 years (December 2018 – December 2021), we have 

already received $609,407.03!  This has allowed the church 

to pay off  $276,664.76 of  principal on our current debt, 

bringing the current debt balance down to $638,089.12.  

With the payments on the debt that we made in December 

and January alone, the church has already saved an 

estimated $119,000 in interest over the life of  the loan.

The rest of  the exciting news is that we also now have 

$276,961.22 currently available for renovations!  The 

renovations committee is moving forward with their fi rst 

project, which is to replace the HVAC system at Cross 

Main.  Roscoe Brown has been secured for this project at 

a price of  $112,345.  This price is over $10,000 under the 

committee’s budget for this project and it is estimated to 

begin in about 5 weeks!

Pete Adams concluded his announcement reminding the 

church that it is not too late to get involved with the LIFE 

campaign.  We’re off  to a strong start, but pledge cards and 

donations are still accepted.  Please continue to pray for our 

LIFE campaign, helping to insure that FBC can continue to 

grow in Christ and share His love for generations to come!

L.I.F.E. CAMPAIGN UPDATE
By Bryan Anderson



Friday, March 1

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Sunday, March 3

 2:00 pm Men’s Small Group,

   Conference Room

Tuesday, March 5

 10:45 am Adults on Mission, Fellowship

   Hall

Wednesday, March 6

 6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service,

   Sanctuary

Thursday, March 7

 6:00 pm Church Volleyball, CLC

Sunday, March 10 (Baptismal Service)

 4:00 pm Deacon Ministry Night

Tuesday, March 12

 12:00 pm Round Table II, Room 107

Wednesday, March 13

 6:00 pm “The Book of Numbers,” 

   Fellowship Hall

  “Serving Others E" ectively,”

   Room 107

  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

 7:00 pm Renovations Committee,

   Conference Room

Thursday, March 14

 6:00 pm Church Basketball, CLC

Friday, March 15

 10:45 am Young at Heart, Fellowship

   Hall

Sunday, March 17 (Lord’s Supper)

Monday, March 18

 7:00 pm Men’s Small Group, 

   Conference Room

Wednesday, March 20

 6:00 pm “The Book of Numbers,” 

   Fellowship Hall

  “Serving Others E" ectively,”

   Room 107

  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Thursday, March 21

 6:00 pm Church Basketball, CLC

Wednesday, March 27

Evening Activities will not be held due to 

Spring Break, except for Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal at 7:00 pm

O.T. CHALLENGE READINGS FOR MARCH 

Genesis 49-Leviticus 13:46

Psalms 20-36

A detailed reading schedule 

may be found on our website

 www.fbcmboro.org

under the “News” tab. 

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host Homes 

Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 6:30 pm JCM, CrossMain
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement, CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room 208

Wednesday
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room
   211
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
  Media Library Sta"  
   Available
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,   
   Birth - 2 years, Nursery  
   Suite
 5:40 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Choirs
   Youth Endeavor, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper Classes
 6:20 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &   
   Crafts Room

MARCH
WEEKLY at FBC



On Call this Month Announcements
February 24 - March 2
 Sta" 

Noel Schoonmaker - 615.617.7673

Deacons 
Sean Prince - 615.713.0776

Jenni Stinnett - 615.848.4900
Jim Cotey - 615.948.4755

Billy Vaughn - 615.867.8713

March 3 - 9
 Sta" 

David Cates - 615.273.2806

Deacons 
Ben Parris - 615.653.7862

Randy Bozeman - 615.456.5645
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081

Dale Krisle - 615.804.6588

March 10 - 16
 Sta" 

Pam Pilote - 615.631.6402

Deacons 
Jim Whitaker - 423.903.0641

Pete Adams - 615.542.2370
Sheryl Chesnutt - 615.439.7427

Je"  Fryer - 615.653.3411

March 17 - 23
 Sta" 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790

Deacons 
Mark Crocker - 615.906.7380

Scott Abernathy - 615.330.2615
Bob Siddens - 615.498.0661
Dale Nisson - 615.692.8753

March 24 - 30
 Sta" 

Bryan Anderson - 615.519.0875

Deacons
Rhonda Ward - 615.310.2137

Charlie Runion - 615.506.6830
Ronald Barrett - 615.890.1253
Rodney Hayes - 615.556.6172

CHILI CON CARNIVAL - Sunday, February 24, 11:30 a.m., CLC. Bible study 
classes will be competing to provide the tastiest chili, soup, dessert and best carnival 
booth. Everyone can vote for the winners by placing “tips” in jars by the tastiest 
food or best booth. Donations are capped at $5 per item to keep the playing fi eld 
level. All donations given will go directly to South Dakota and Youth Summer mis-
sions trips. There will be a place at the carnival to convert $10 and $20 bills into $1’s 
and $5’s. Invite a friend to come join the fun.

MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR FEBRUARY - Greenhouse Ministries. 
Needs: Canned Meats & Fruits in Pop-Top Cans, Canned Beans, Fleece Vests, Socks 
for Men & Women, Women’s Shoes Size 10, Steel Toed Boots Size 9 & Up. Please 
place these items in the designated tub in the Donation Area by February 28.

ATTENTION SENIOR AND RETIRED ADULTS - Our senior adult choir, 
The Joyful Sound, needs your help. On the 1st of  March we begin our 6th year 
of  singing, primarily with the residents of  our retired and senior adult health care 
facilities. We concentrate on the old hymns and the old popular songs. Right now 
we need someone to fi ll in for Gayle Barrett at the piano until she is fully recovered 
from her surgeries. We also need some new voices, especially men. If  you have any 
questions please call Wayne Hatchett at 615.896.7515 or cell #757.675.2655. Please 
join us at our fi rst practice this year in Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m., Friday, March 
1. The goal of  our choir is to “Sing, Make a Joyful Sound.”

ADULTS ON MISSION will focus on North American Missions at the Tuesday, 
March 5 meeting. You are invited to Fellowship Hall at 10:45 a.m. and to share a 
potluck lunch.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - Wednesday, March 6, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. All 
children, youth and adults are encouraged to attend. Programs for our preschoolers 
will remain at their regular times.

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS - Devotional booklets with a brief  dai-
ly devotional for each day of  the Lenten season will be on the Welcome Center desk 
soon. There will be two booklets to choose from: one containing devotionals based 
on the writings of  Henri J. M. Nouwin and one with devotions geared for families 
with children written by Claire McGarry.

SPRING STREET DOOR TO REMAIN LOCKED - Beginning Wednesday, 
March 6, the Spring Street door close to the main offi ces will remain locked on 
Wednesday nights for security purposes. Please use the main Welcome Center door 
to enter the building.

ADULT DEEPER CLASSES beginning March 13 at 6:00 p.m.:
Numbers: The Long Journey to Freedom led by Dr. Don Dixon, Fellowship
    Hall - March 13 & 20
     We will see how the long journey to freedom is resposible for the bewildering text
    of  Numbers, the changing role of  Moses, and the fear behind the “evil report”  
    from the spies. We will all look at God’s blessing for the long journey.
Serving Others Effectively led by Scott Foster, Executive Director of  Journey
    Home, Room 107 - March 13, 20, & April 3     
   This class will give insight into serving people who are diffi cult to serve. It will
   give greater understanding of  the people in Murfreesboro with the most need, 
    root causes of  that need, and ways to help.
Ceramics led by Daune Jordan, Arts and Crafts Room. 
    This is an opportunity to purchase and paint ceramic items. Spring and Summer  
     items will be available.

WORK DAY WITH JOURNEY HOME - April 6 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Save the date!! We will be doing light construction to prepare a home to be used for 
transitional housing. Anyone can help! Details coming soon.

YOUNG AT HEART - Friday, March 15, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall. We will 
have a musical program featuring WSMV’s meteorologist, Lisa Spencer, who will be 
accompanied by Sam Sanders. Lunch will be catered by Carolyn’s Creations. Cost: 
$8 per person. Call the church offi ce to make your reservations (615.893.2514). Sign 
ups in your Bible Study class will be available soon.

CHURCH BASKETBALL - Thursdays, March 14 - April 11, 6:00 p.m., CLC

LORD’S SUPPER SERVICE - Sunday, March 17, 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES WILL NOT BE HELD March 27 
due to Spring Break, except choir rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.


