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Welcome, new members!

Financial Report

Our Ministers

Reminders

Bible Study Members

Dennis and Tammy Waymire - Exegetes
Ariana Postlethwait - Girlfriends’ Guide

Dee Miller - Grace Class

WOMEN’S RETREAT

February 8-10

Old Hickory Lake

MARTHA STEARNS MARSHALL 

SUNDAY

February 17

Guest Preacher: 

Minister Tamara Crutcher

from FBC, East Castle St.

CHILI CON CARNIVAL

Sunday, February 24

11:30 a.m.

CLC

Year to Date

Budget Requirements  $698,516.70

Budget Receipts  $674,888.22

Designated Receipts  $753,397.41

L.I.F.E. Campaign Receipts

     to Date  $603,142.03

Outstanding Loan Balance $695,445.56
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Dr. Noel Schoonmaker, Pastor

Rev. Phil Potratz, 

Minister of Christian Formation

Rev. David Cates, Minister of Students

Pam Pilote, Minister of Senior Adults 

& Congregational Care

Bryan Anderson, Minister of Music

Rev. David Berg, Minister of Preschool/Children

Dr. Eugene Cotey, Pastor Emeritus

Early in the second 
century, a man named Marcion gained 
a measure of  infl uence in Christian 
circles. Marcion thought the god of  the 
Old Testament was an evil god that was 
incompatible with the loving god of  
the New Testament. So, he threw out 
the Old Testament and came up with 
his own edition of  the Holy Scriptures, 
which included a shortened version of  
Luke’s gospel and ten of  the Apostle 
Paul’s letters. Marcion prompted 
mainstream Christians to refi ne their 
list of  authoritative scriptures, and they 
chose to retain the Old Testament. 

Perhaps the main reason is that Jesus 
offered a remarkable endorsement of  
the Old Testament. Jesus, who initiated 
the new covenant; Jesus, who was the 
inspiration for the New Testament; 
Jesus, who was God in human fl esh, 
said, “I have come not to abolish the 
law or the prophets…but to fulfi ll 
them” (Mt 5:17-20). He confi rmed that 
the old covenant and the new covenant 
are marked more by continuity than 
contradiction. He confi rmed that the 
Old Testament and the New Testament 
are marked more by compatibility than 
contrast. Jesus himself  established 
the Old Testament’s integral role in 
Christian faith.

Think of  it this way. What if  you were 
scrolling through book options online, 
or browsing the shelves at a local 
bookstore, and you came across a book 
with an endorsement quote from Jesus? 
The quote said, “Until heaven and earth 
pass away, not a single letter of  this 
book will pass until all is accomplished” 
(Mt 5:18). Wouldn’t you want to get 

a copy of  that book and read it 
immediately? Why wouldn’t followers 
of  Jesus be eager to read the only 
book he ever endorsed? 

The Old Testament was Jesus’ Bible. 
It’s clear that he studied it, too. He 
quoted it in the wilderness when the 
devil tempted him. He quoted it on 
the mountainside when his disciples 
listened to him. He quoted it in Galilee 
when the religious leaders tested him. 
And he quoted it on the cross when 
he died for our sins. Following Jesus 
involves studying the Old Testament.

Someone will say, “But the Old 
Testament is long, it’s hard to 
understand, and it has boring 
sections.” I know. I’ve read it. It’s also 
awesome, and quite readable. At my 
former church, there was a ten-year-
old who was interested in Christ, and 
he wanted to read the Bible to learn 
more about God. So, in a matter 
of  months, he read the entire Bible 
straight through. Leviticus didn’t stop 
him. The begats didn’t stop him. 
Obscure prophecies in Ezekiel didn’t 
stop him. TV shows and video games 
and social media and sports and 
schoolwork didn’t stop him. He read 
the entire Bible at ten years of  age. 
(Way to go, Caleb!)  

Since we say we believe in Jesus, and 
Jesus has given the Old Testament 
a resounding recommendation, let’s 
fi nd a readable translation, such 
as the NRSV or the NIV, and let’s 
start reading. If  you need assistance 
understanding it, check out a Bible 
Commentary from the church library, 
or ask a minister or a trusted Christian 
friend for perspective. Some of  the 
best spiritual growth occurs when we 
don’t understand Scripture and we 
start asking questions and talking to 
other Christians about the Bible.

All of  that is to say, let the Old 
Testament Challenge commence!

WHY ARE 
WE READING 
THE OLD 
TESTAMENT?

By Noel Schoonmaker



Using our God-given gifts to benefi t others can take many 

forms.  In 2018 Colleen Crenshaw and Daune Jordan 

formed the Fiber Arts Group to use crochet, knitting and 

other forms of  fi ber crafts to make items for missions 

causes.  In the past 2 months alone the group has given away 

hand-made items to the following ministries:

South Dakota Missions – 20 hats and 25 scarves

Neverfail Church – 17 scarves, 8 hats, 6 blankets

Community Care of  Rutherford County – 7 blankets, 10 

scarves

Carl Perkins Child Abuse Center – 10 children’s blankets

The group is currently crocheting hats requested for 

teachers in the Neverfail community.  Ladies meet each 

Wednesday afternoon at the church from 4-6 PM to work 

and fellowship together.  Many others, however, make items 

on their own to bring to the group.    Anyone interested in 

participating in this ministry is welcome to stop by room 

211 any Wednesday evening, or contact Colleen Crenshaw at 

redmccolor@yahoo.com or 901.569.0812.   

This ministry is a wonderful example of  people using their 

creativity and gifts to share God’s love with others!

Colleen Crenshaw 

delivering handmade 

items to the Neverfail 

Mission

CHRISTIAN FORMATION MINISTRY

MINISTERING TO OTHERS THROUGH FIBER ARTS
By Phil Potratz
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PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

YOUR CHILD AND THE O.T. CHALLENGE
By David Berg

As Pastor Noel announced after 
the service on January 13th, we will 
be starting our OT Challenge in 
February. I am super excited about 
this because it presents a great 
opportunity for our families to begin 
establishing a time of  reading the 
Bible together. As I have mentioned 
before, I am a huge believer in the 
importance of  family devotions, 
family prayer, and family discipleship. 
But I also recognize that there are 
passages of  Scripture, especially 
in the Old Testament, that can be 
disturbing . . . to say the least. So, 
how do we read and discuss those 
passages with children?

My fi rst suggestion in this regard 
is to use your best judgement. You 
know your children well enough 
to know what they are and are not 
ready to hear and discuss. To that 
end, I would suggest you do your 
own reading separately so you can be 
prepared. Also, I will do my best to 

include something 
in our weekly 
Digital Update if  
there is a passage 
you might need 
to prepare for the 

following week.

Second, you can always modify the 
reading plan for your children to just 
read the Psalm or Proverb and omit 
the other passage to avoid a passage 
you aren’t ready for your children 
to read. I also recommend telling 
your children why you are skipping 
a passage. It is OK to tell them that 
there are diffi cult or challenging 
sections of  the Bible. In fact, it is 
better for them to hear that from you 
now than for them to hear it from 
someone else later in life and not be 
prepared. Let them know that they 
can and should read these passages 
when they get older.

Finally, I want to recommend a few 
resources that might be helpful. 
First I would suggest a wonderful 
website: thebibleproject.com.  They 
have produced excellent short videos 
about all the books of  the Old 

Testament along with great insights 
and information with each video. 
Second, look for Children’s Bibles 
like the Day-by-Day Kid’s Bible, the 
Day-by-Day Begin to Read Bible, 
the Big Picture Interactive Bible, or 
others that are geared for children. 
These will often fi nd creative and 
gentle ways to include challenging 
passages. We have a few of  these in 
our Children’s Library or in my offi ce 
if  you would like to see them.

As always, feel free to come talk 
with me, Phil, or Noel if  you or 
your children have questions. My 
last piece of  advice is this: Don’t 
shy away from participating in the 
OT challenge because you may not 
know how to answer your children’s 
questions! Give them honest and 
intentional answers, even if  that 
answer is “I don’t know.” You can 
then follow that up with something 
like “But we can talk to Pastor Noel 
or Mr. David at church!” Let them 
know that you take their questions 
seriously and will always listen to 
them. This will encourage them to 
continue talking with you about their 
faith as they grow up.



Each month, our WEE School students and families 

participate in a mission project within our community of  

Rutherford County.  The children enjoy learning about 

giving to others and helping others.  The monthly mission 

projects are picked based on themes for the month or 

community helpers that we are talking about for that 

month.

In October, WEE School donated over a hundred bottles 

of  water dispersed out to our Volunteer Fire Departments 

for National Fire Prevention Month.  With the theme of  

November being “giving”, the WEE School collected over 

three hundred pounds of  canned food and non-perishable 

items which were donated to Greenhouse Ministries to 

fi ll their pantry for those in need.  Warm fuzzy PJ’s and 

a children’s book was the mission for December.  Over 

one hundred pairs of  pajamas were collected from the 

WEE School families and staff.  They were paired with a 

book donated by WEE School and given to Greenhouse 

Ministries.  These pajamas are given to children in 

orphanages.

We also have several upcoming mission projects.  We 

are currently collecting toiletries, socks, gloves and non-

perishable items to fi ll the “Giving Box” located outside the 

CLC.  The month of  February is National Heart Health 

Month.  We will have our second annual walk-a-thon where 

children will be able to walk laps and receive either a fl at 

donation or a pledge per lap.  All proceeds will be given 

to the American 

Heart Association.   

It is such a blessing 

to watch the smiles 

on  the children’s 

faces when they 

know that they are 

helping others. 

WEE SCHOOL

WEE SCHOOL ON A MISSION
By Keri Bunasky

BENEVOLENCE

2018 BENEVOLENCE REPORT: OVER $21,000 PROVIDED TO HELP OUR NEIGHBORS
By Pam Pilote

We are so fortunate!  Because of  your generous 

support of  the benevolence ministry, in 2018 we gave 

$21,967.26 to folks who came to First Baptist looking 

for fi nancial assistance.  This involved 294 households 

that included 711 individuals.  Most of  the aid was given 

in $75 increments toward rent or utilities.  It always 

included respectful attention by the volunteer greeter at 

the Welcome Center desk and a listening heart by our 

benevolence volunteers.  Our community continues 

to grow in referral sources such as Operation Hope 

housed at First Tennessee Bank on Church Street.  They 

work with folks over a period of  time to help them 

improve their credit score which is critical in fi nding 

an apartment to rent, getting a vehicle, and many other 

things that we often take for granted.  Through Charity 

Tracker, an online database of  local assistance provided 

by United Way, we work with other nonprofi ts to help 

people in need.  Thank you for your contributions to 

the church budget which gives benevolence dollars every 

month. Thanks also for your special offerings to the 

benevolence ministry after Lord’s Supper services which 

allow us to assist our neighbors in need. 
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It has been more than 2 years since we fi rst started 

streaming our Sunday morning services live online.  Since 

then, we have streamed 124 services that have received over 

9,000 views!  This means that on any given week, an average 

of  nearly 75 people are viewing our Sunday morning 

worship service from that week!

We have a very dedicated team of  volunteers who work 

diligently to produce the video and audio that we stream 

each week.  They also produce a DVD of  each service that 

is then copied and mailed to our homebound members 

each week.  This DVD ministry is vital to our congregation 

as we have several members whose only option to 

experience worship with us is through the DVD they get 

each week in the mail.

If  this interests you, then the audio-visual team can use you!  

While previous audio-visual experience is great, it is not 

required.  If  you are willing, and can commit to a Sunday 

morning rotation (about once a month,) then please contact 

Bryan Anderson to set up a training schedule where you 

can gain experience by shadowing one of  our volunteers 

during the Sunday morning service. Join an audio-

visual team that continues to strive to make our worship 

experience available to as many people as possible in as high 

a quality product as possible. 

MUSIC MINISTRY

WORSHIP REACHES BEYOND THE SANCTUARY THROUGH INTERNET LIVESTREAM 
By Bryan Anderson



Friday, January 25

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

 7:30 pm Men’s Retreat begins,

   Monteagle

Saturday, January 26

 6:00 pm Men’s Retreat concludes

Sunday, January 27

 2:00 pm Men’s Small Group, Library

Tuesday, January 29

 4:30 pm Budget & Finance Committee,

   Conference Room

Wednesday, January 30

 6:00 pm “Genesis: Foundation of the

   Old Testament,” Fellowship

   Hall

  “Praying in Color,” Room 211

  “Men Navigating Life’s 

   Transitions,” Room 107  

  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Friday, February 1

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Sunday, February 3 (Scout Sunday)

 2:00 pm Christian Formation Team,

   Conference Room

Tuesday, February 5

 10:45 am Adults on Mission,

   Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, February 6

 6:00 pm “Genesis: Foundation of the

   Old Testament,” Fellowship

   Hall

  “Praying in Color,” Room 211

  “Men Navigating Life’s 

   Transitions,” Room 107  

 Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Friday, February 8

Women’s Retreat begins

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Sunday, February 10

Women’s Retreat concludes

 4:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting, Fellowship

   Hall

Tuesday, February 12

 12:00 pm Round Table II, Room 107

Wednesday, February 13

 6:00 pm “Genesis: Foundation of the

   Old Testament,” Fellowship

   Hall

  “Praying in Color,” Room 211

  “Men Navigating Life’s 

   Transitions,” Room 107  

 Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Friday, February 15

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Sunday, February 17

 10:30 am Guest Speaker for Martha

   Stearns Marshall Sunday

Monday, February 18

 7:00 pm Men’s Small Group, 

   Conference Room

Wednesday, February 20

 6:00 pm “Genesis: Foundation of the

   Old Testament,” Fellowship

   Hall

  “Praying in Color,” Room 211

  “Men Navigating Life’s 

   Transitions,” Room 107  

  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Sunday, February 24

 11:30 am Chili Con Carnival, CLC

Monday, February 25

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Wednesday, February 27

 6:00 pm “Genesis: Foundation of the

   Old Testament,” Fellowship

   Hall

  “Praying in Color,” Room 211

  “Men Navigating Life’s 

   Transitions,” Room 107  

  Ceramics, Arts and Crafts Rm.

Friday, March 1

 5:30 pm 30+ Church League

   Basketball, CLC

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host Homes 

Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 6:30 pm JCM, CrossMain
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement, CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room 208

Wednesday
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room
   211
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
  Media Library Sta"  
   Available
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,   
   Birth - 2 years, Nursery  
   Suite
 5:40 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Choirs
   Youth Endeavor, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper Classes
 6:20 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &   
   Crafts Room

O.T. CHALLENGE READINGS FOR 

FEBRUARY

Genesis 1-48

Psalms 1-19

A detailed reading schedule 

may be found on our website

 www.fbcmboro.org

under the “News” tab. 

FEBRUARY
WEEKLY at FBC



On Call this Month Announcements
January 27 - February 2
 Sta" 

David Cates - 615.273.2806

Deacons 
Charlie Runion - 615.506.6830
Ronald Barrett - 615.890.1253
Rodney Hayes - 615.556.6172

Judy Lowe - 615.893.6513

February 3 - 9
 Sta" 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790

Deacons 
Charlie Myatt - 615.210.7574
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081
Ashli Lamons - 615.631.1134

John Ward - 615.310.2137

February 10 - 16
 Sta" 

Bryan Anderson - 615.219.0875

Deacons 
David Dykes - 615.895.8962

Cory Call - 615.293.7015
John Stracener - 615.848.8005

Gary Green - 615.890.5493

February 17 - 23
 Sta" 

David Berg - 205.517.1250

Deacons 
David Peterson - 615.418.6791
Carl McKnight - 615.893.4489

Butch Campbell - 615.896.1951
Ben Parris - 615.653.7862

February 24 - March 2
 Sta" 

Noel Schoonmaker - 615.617.7673

Deacons
Sean Prince - 615.713.0776

Jenni Stinnett - 615.848.4900
Jim Cotey - 615.948.4755

Billy Vaughn - 615.867.8713

MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR JANUARY - Items for those of  all ages 
exposed to cold temperatures. Needs: Gloves, Scarves, Warm Hats, Socks, Hand 
Warmers. Please place these items in the designated tub in the Donation Area by 
January 31.

TAKE THE OLD TESTAMENT CHALLENGE - Join us in reading through 
the Old Testament beginning February 1 and fi nishing January 31, 2020. You can 
sign up at the Welcome Desk.

SCOUT SUNDAY - February 3.

ADULTS ON MISSION - Tuesday, February 5, Fellowship Hall, 10:45 a.m. Pot-
luck lunch to follow.

FBC WOMEN’S RETREAT 2019 FEBRUARY 8 - 10 - Don’t forget to make 
your reservation to join us at The Well. Early Bird pricing has been extended until 
February 3. Cost: $200. Spots are fi lling up, but we still have space for YOU! To 
reserve your spot or ask any questions, contact Dayna Schoonmaker at schoonmak-
er173@gmail.com or 615.617.7945.

WEE SCHOOL REGISTRATION for the 2019 Summer Session and 2019/2020 
School year opens for current FBC members on February 11, 2019 and to the public 
on February 19, 2019.  Spaces fi ll up quickly!!!! Registration forms are available on-
line at http://www.fbcmboro.org/wee-school/ or through Keri Bunasky.

MARTHA STEARNS MARSHALL SUNDAY - February 17 with guest speaker 
at 10:30 a.m., Minister Tamara Crutcher from FBC East Castle.

CHILI CON CARNIVAL - Sunday, February 24, immediately following worship 
in the CLC. Come enjoy free samples of  chili, soup, cornbread and dessert in a 
carnival atmosphere!  Activities for children are provided as well as tables where 
you can sit and visit with a friend. Something new this year is that people will 
vote for their favorite booth, chili, soup and dessert by giving “tips” for their 
favorite items.  The maximum tip allowed by one person for a given item is $5 to 
keep the playing fi eld level.  All of  the money from the tips will be divided equally 
between South Dakota and Youth Summer mission trips. Trophies will be awarded 
for the Bible study classes with the best attendance increase that morning, as well as 
those with the most tips for their booth, chili, soup, and dessert.  Think of  a friend 
you would like to join us that day and plan to come join in the festivities!

ADULT DEEPER CLASSES through February 27 at 6:00 p.m.:
     Genesis: Foundation of  the Old Testament led by Noel Schoonmaker and      
     Phil Potratz, Fellowship Hall
     This study will explore passages in Genesis to broaden our understanding of  the     
     Old Testament and the Christian faith.
     Praying in Color led by Allyson Long, Room 211
     This group will explore new ways to connect with God in prayer through visual  
     arts.
     Men Navigating Life’s Transitions led by David Sandifer, Room 107
    This study is a biblical approach for men dealing with changes and transitions 
     encountered in life’s journey.
     Ceramics led by Daune Jordan, Arts and Crafts Room
     This is an opportunity to purchase and paint ceramic items. Spring and Summer
     items will be available.

CHURCH POLICY ON WEATHER-RELATED CLOSINGS - On week-
days when Murfreesboro City Schools are closed, certain activities at the church 
are also cancelled. This includes WEE School, Deeper, Fellowship Dinner, Prayer 
Meeting, all Youth and Children’s activities. On weekdays when Rutherford 
County Schools are closed, the Fine Arts Academy music lessons, Young at Heart, 
and Adults on Mission are cancelled. Church Offi ce (Monday - Friday) operates in 
accordance with MTSU’s schedule for delays & closings. On Sundays, please listen 
to radio station WGNS 1450 AM or consult www.fbcmboro.org for announcements 
about schedule changes or cancellation.

L.I.F.E. CAMPAIGN UPDATE - As of  January 15, pledges have been received 
totaling $1,589,847.  The total gifts received are $603,142.03.  Thanks to your giv-
ing, our church indebtedness has been reduced by $225,822.17!   Also, the Renova-
tions Committee is currently taking bids on the CrossMain HVAC replacement, and 
meeting with an architect and builder to plan for other projects.


