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Welcome, new members!

Financial Report

Our Ministers

Reminders

Bible Study Member

Barbara Miller - Exegetes Class

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

Sunday, November 4

during worship at 10:30 AM

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK

Following worship on

Sunday, November 18

11:30 a.m.

CLC

JOINT WORSHIP

WITH FBC EAST CASTLE

Sunday, November 25

10:00 AM

Embassy Suites

Year to Date

Budget Requirements  $395,826.13

Budget Receipts  $377,274.52

Designated Receipts  $171,312.97

Outstanding Loan 

 Balance $945,576.30

 Debt Reduction Receipts $10,644.00
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Dear Church Family,

Our capital campaign is off  to a terrifi c 
start! The lay leaders of  the campaign 
are doing outstanding work, and there 
is a great deal of  enthusiasm in our 
congregation.

The campaign is called “L.I.F.E.” which 
stands for Love Invested for Eternity. 
The goal is $2 million. Fifty percent 
of  the contributions will go toward 
eliminating our church debt and fi fty 
percent will go toward much-needed 
renovations for our church facilities. 

As you consider making a fi nancial 
commitment to the L.I.F.E. campaign, 
I encourage you to remember the 3 S’s 
of  Giving: Stewardship, Sacrifi ce, and 
Smile.

First, we can give with stewardship. 
Stewardship is the mindset that our 
money is really God’s money, and we 
are to manage it for God’s purposes. 
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything 
in it,” says Psalm 24:1. Though we may 
have worked hard for every dime we 
have, everything we have in life is a gift 
from God to be used for God’s glory. 
As we seek to manage the fi nancial 
resources God has given us, we can 

devote a meaningful portion to the 
L.I.F.E. campaign.

Second, we can give with sacrifi ce. In 
other words, we can make a sacrifi cial 
contribution to the campaign in 
proportion to what we have. For 
one person, a sacrifi cial contribution 
might be $100. For another, it might 
be $100,000. If  the amount you are 
considering is easy and convenient 
to give, it might not be sacrifi cial. On 
the other hand, if  you will notice a 
difference in your household budget, 
your savings account, or your stock 
portfolio, it might be a truly sacrifi cial 
gift. David is our example in 2 Samuel 
24:24 when he says he will not offer to 
God that which costs him nothing.  

Third, we can give with a smile. Once 
we have prayerfully decided what 
contribution to make, we can rejoice 
in offering it. We can celebrate the 
opportunity to contribute to the long-
term strength of  our church’s mission 
in downtown Murfreesboro and 
beyond. We can give with Christian 
joy, knowing that 2 Corinthians 9:7 
says, “God loves a cheerful giver!”

In Christ,

Noel

FOR OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN, 
REMEMBER THE 3 S’s OF GIVING

By Noel Schoonmaker



Worship is intergenerational. Many may read that 

statement with a “well…duh!” mindset, but in a culture of  

specialization, including worship experiences, to some, this 

may not be so evident or important. Within and beyond the 

walls of  First Baptist Church, it is a blessing to see teenagers 

not only engaged in Sunday morning worship but actively 

leading as well. In a recent Youth Worker Journal article, 

Allison R. Graff  writes, “ If  teenagers are going to become 

true leaders in their churches, they need to feel needed in 

their congregations.” 

From musical offerings, to reading scripture, to testifying 

about instances of  God’s provision, presence and guidance, 

to offering prayers, to praising God through exuberant 

presence in the pews, the youth of  our church are vital 

indeed. This is true not only when they are called upon 

to lead in VBS, Fall Festival, mission trips, community 

ministries, etc., but especially in our congregational worship. 

In the past few months, our youth have shared testimonies 

of  mission work and church involvement, given the call 

to worship, offered prayers, led signifi cantly during Youth 

Sunday, played instruments, and sung together with our 

youth choir on two selections. What a blessing to be a part 

of  a community of  faith that recognizes and affi rms the 

vital importance of  young people! 

STUDENT MINISTRY

YOUTH LEADERSHIP VITAL IN CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND WORSHIP
By David Cates
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PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

CREATIVITY ON FULL DISPLAY AT OUR FALL FESTIVAL 
By David Berg

Sunday night at the Fall 

Festival was such an 

exciting time in the life 

of  our church. Seeing 

all the children in their 

costumes, enjoying 

the games, activities, 

and food; watching 

parents enjoy a time of  

fellowship while their 

children played; and having so many 

youth eager and willing to serve in 

leadership roles. The Preschool and 

Children’s Committee and Family 

Enrichment Committee worked 

tirelessly this weekend helping to 

set up and clean up, and Bible Study 

classes contributed 

with donations for 

the Cake Walk and by 

supplying volunteers 

to man the different 

activities and games. 

I had been looking 

forward to this event 

for a long time and it 

did not disappoint! We 

have so many wonderfully creative 

members of  this congregation and 

that was on full display Sunday night 

in costumes, the sensory black light 

room, and decorations. Now that I 

have my fi rst Fall Festival under my 

belt, I am excited to put what I have 

learned to good use as we look ahead 

to next year. Thank you to everyone 

who contributed to make this event 

such a huge 

success!



Psalm 150 instructs us to praise 
the Lord with trumpet sound, 
lute, harp, tambourine, dance, 
strings, pipe, and cymbals.  “Let 
everything that breathes praise the 
Lord!”  verse 6 declares.  Musicians 
at First Baptist Church have 
taken this chapter to heart.  Our 
Sunday morning services over the 
past year have regularly included 
organ, piano, fl ute, clarinet, bassoon, trumpet, timpani, 
marimba, handbells, mandolin, violin, acoustic guitar, 
electric guitar, electric bass, synthesizer, drums, classical 
voice solos, contemporary solos and ensembles, bluegrass 
ensembles, children’s choirs, youth choir, adult choir, 
and full congregational singing.  I’d say that about covers 
“everything that breathes!”

If  you are not already involved in our numerous music 

opportunities, now is the time to get involved.  The 
Chancel Choir sings in worship every Sunday morning 
and is currently preparing to sing Part I of  Handel’s 
“Messiah” on December 16, 2018 during Sunday morning 
worship.  There are also opportunities available to work 
with children’s choirs, the youth choir, and the handbells 
ensemble.  If  you are a soloist or play an instrument, 
you might consider using your musical gifts through 
special music offerings.  And, as always, if  none of  these 
opportunities are for you, then continue to “make a joyful 
noise to the Lord” in the congregation…or what I like to 
call, “my big choir.”

Our church music ministry is growing in all areas right 
now.  Join us 
as we seek to 
carry out Psalm 
150 and use 
our voices, 
instruments, 
and talents to, 
“Praise the 

Lord!” 

MUSIC MINISTRY

OPPORTUNITIES IN MUSIC ABOUND
By Bryan Anderson

WEE SCHOOL

WEE SCHOOL YEAR STARTS WITH EXCITEMENT
By Keri Bunasky

WEE School started the school 

year off  with a very busy and 

exciting open house with several 

new families attending to meet their 

teachers and friends.  We started the 

year with enrollment at 82 and we 

currently have 85 students enrolled.  

We were excited to welcome new 

teachers to our program because 

of  the large enrollment numbers 

and, of  course, we were glad to 

have our current teachers back 

and ready to go!  WEE School has 

adopted a new learning curriculum 

this year that we have already put 

into play, and the teachers and kids 

love the new material.  Mrs. Kelly 

Fiore started teaching our 

music classes at the end 

of  August and she does 

music, instruments and 

movement with all of  

our classes from Infants 

to Pre-K.  The kids love 

her music class!  Chapel started at 

the beginning of  September and 

the children were glad to have our 

ministerial staff  back to lead them 

in music, Bible stories and prayer.  

WEE School recently went on our 

fi rst fi eld trip of  the year to Lucky 

Ladd farm.  The children enjoyed 

petting the animals, the hayride, and 

our educational session of  Chickens 

and Eggs.  We have been busy 

learning and having fun in WEE 

School and we are excited for all of  

the upcoming Holiday activities in 

the upcoming months! 
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You may have noticed a new architectural feature near the 

entrance to FBC’s Christian Life Center in recent days. 

Our campus is now home to a Girl Scout Giving Box, 

constructed and sponsored by Lillian Cotey, a lifelong 

part of  FBC’s community and active member of  our 

youth group. This box is a way to help the needy in our 

community. It is regularly stocked with non-perishable food 

items, toiletries, and other household goods that anyone 

in need is welcome to take freely at their discretion. Lillian 

is coordinating groups to contribute to the box, so if  you, 

your family, your Bible study group, or any other groups 

are interested in being a part of  this new ministry, please 

contact her at lecotey@gmail.com for more information.

MISSIONS

GIRL SCOUT GIVING BOX PROVIDES ASSISTANCE FOR NEIGHBORS IN NEED
By Cindy Sullivan, Missions Committee Chair



Sunday, October 28

 4:30 pm Advance Commitment

   Dinner, Hutchinson’s Home

Wednesday, October 31

 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room 211b

 6:00 pm “A Healing Deeper Than Cure,”

   led by Noel Schoonmaker,

   Fellowship Hall

  Ceramics, Arts & Crafts Room

Sunday, November 4

 10:30 am Service of Remembrance

Tuesday, November 6

 10:45 am Adults on Mission, 

   Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, November 7

 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room 211

 6:00 pm “Friend in the Fire,” led by

   Noel Schoonmaker,

   Fellowship Hall

  “Growing through Small 

   Groups or Micro Groups,

   Room 107

  Ceramics, Arts & Crafts Room

Thursday, November 8

 9:00 am Senior Adults leave to go to

   the Cumberland County

   Playhouse, return at 7:00 pm

Friday, November 9

 10:00 am Joyful Sound singing at

   Broadmore Assisted Living

Sunday, November 11 (Deacon Election)

 11:30 am Newcomers’ Class,

   Conference Room

 4:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting

Tuesday, November 13

 12:00 pm Round Table II, Room 107

 6:30 pm Renovations Committee,

   Conference Room

Wednesday, November 14

 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room 211

 6:00 pm “Resting in Blessing,” led by

   Noel Schoonmaker, 

   Fellowship Hall

  “Growing through Small 

   Groups or Micro Groups,

   Room 107

 

 Ceramics, Arts & Crafts Room

Friday, November 16

 10:45 am Young at Heart, CLC

Sunday, November 18 (Commitment

  Sunday for Capital Campaign)

 11:30 am Thanksgiving Potluck, CLC

Monday, November 19

 11:00 am WEE School Thanksgiving

   Lunch, Fellowship Hall

 7:00 pm Men’s Small Group,

   Conference Room

Tuesday, November 20

 11:00 am WEE School Thanksgiving

   Lunch, Fellowship Hall

 5:15 pm Ladies’ Bible Study, 

   Conference Room

Wednesday, November 21 - Friday, 

 November 23

 Church O"  ce Closed

Sunday, November 25

 10:00 am Joint Worship Service with

   FBC, East Castle Street,

   Embassy Suites

Tuesday, November 27

 4:30 pm Budget & Finance Committee,

   Conference Room

Wednesday, November 28

 4:00 pm Fiber Arts Group, Room 211

 6:00 pm Guest Speaker, Fellowship

   Hall

  Ceramics, Arts & Crafts Room

Friday, November 30

 10:00 am Joyful Sound Practice at

   church, Room 107, followed

   by potluck Christmas lunch

Saturday, December 1

  Joyful Sound Sings Carols for

   Candlelight Tour of Homes

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host  
   Homes

Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ 
   Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 6:30 pm JCM, CrossMain
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement,  
   CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room  
   208

Wednesday 
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
  Media Library Sta%  
   Available
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,  
   Birth - 2 years,  
   Nursery Suite
 5:40 pm  Preschool & 
   Children’s Choirs
   Youth Endeavor, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper 
   Classes  
 6:20 pm  Preschool & 
   Children’s Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &  
    Crafts Room

NOVEMBER
WEEKLY at FBC



On Call this Month Announcements

October 28 - November 3
 Sta% 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790
Deacons

Mark Crocker - 615.906.7380
Scott Abernathy - 615.330.2615

Dale Nisson - 615.692.8753
Butch Campbell - 615.896.1951

November 4 - 10
 Sta% 

David  Berg - 205.517.1250
 Deacons

David Dykes - 615.895.8962
Cathy Bean - 615.476.6636

Charlie Myatt - 615.210.7574
Ben Cates - 615.893.0196

November 11 - 17
 Sta% 

Noel Schoonmaker - 615.617.7673
Deacons 

Rodney Hayes - 615.556.6172
Rick Bean - 615.785.2173

Sean Prince - 615.713.0776
Sheryl Chesnutt - 615.439.7427

November 18 - 24
 Sta% 

Pam Pilote - 615.631.6402

Deacons 
Chris Jackson - 615.423.6832

Randy Bozeman - 615.456.5645
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081

Joe Collier - 615.566.6735

November 25 - December 1
 Sta% 

David Cates - 615.273.2806

Deacons 
Dale Krisle - 615.804.6588

Doug Brown - 615.293.8668
Charlie Runion - 615.506.6830

Lara Cotey - 615.948.9032

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE - Sunday, November 4, 10:30 a.m. During wor-
ship we will read the names of  those loved ones we have lost this past year. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING “DEEPER” ACTIVITIES for adults: 
Fellowship Hall Bible Study
 October 31 - Noel Schoonmaker - A Healing Deeper Than Cure
 November 7 - Noel Schoonmaker - Friend in the Fire
 November 14 - Noel Schoonmaker - Resting in Blessing
Growing Through Small Groups or Micro Groups - Phil Potratz - Room 107 - 
November 7 & 14
A small group is 5 - 8 people. A micro group is 2 - 4 people and can be as simple as a 
prayer partner. Learn how these groups can help you reach your goals both spiritually 
and in life. Get the tools to start the group you need most.
Ceramics - Daune Jordan, Arts and Crafts Room. Christmas items are available.
.
MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER - Christmas 
Boxes for Appalachia, a program of  Olive Branch Ministries of  Southern Kentucky. 
Suggested items for each box for grades K-6 are listed in the Donation Area. Be sure 
to write BOY or GIRL on the outside of  the box if  it is gender specifi c. Please do 
not put candy in the boxes. Place boxes in the donation area by Sunday, November 
11.

MEDICARE PART D OPEN ENROLLMENT - Now through December 7. 
Contact Pam Pilote at 615.893.2514 if  you would like to examine your Part D op-
tions for 2019.

DEACON ELECTION 2018 - In the coming weeks, the deacons will be preparing 
for the annual deacon election. If  you do not feel led to serve as a deacon, please 
contact the church offi ce (615.893.2514; dloggins@fbcmboro.org) by Monday, Oc-
tober 29 to have your name removed from the ballot. We hope, however, that you 
will prayerfully consider having your name on the ballot. If  you have previously 
had your name removed, but would like to now be considered for deacon, call the 
church to have your name placed back on the list. Deacon election will take place in 
November.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS Sunday, November 4. Be sure to move your 
clocks back one hour on the evening of  Saturday, November 3.

ADULTS ON MISSION will have two of  FBC’s own chaplains to share with us on 
Tuesday, November 6 at 10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. You are invited to come 
and share a potluck lunch at noon.

SENIOR ADULT TRIP - Irving Berlin’s Holiday Inn at Cumberland County Play-
house. Thursday, November 8. Leave the church at 9:00 a.m. and return around 7:00 
p.m. We will have lunch at the Cumberland Mountain State Park and then go to the 
Playhouse. $42.00 includes both lunch and the show. Call the church (615.893.2514) 
to make your reservation.

YOUNG AT HEART - Friday, November 16, 10:45 a.m., CLC. Orchestra ensem-
bles from Central Magnet School and honoring our veterans. We will have a catered 
meal ($7.00) and veterans will be our guests.

COMMITMENT SUNDAY FOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - Sunday, November 
18.

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK - Sunday, November 18, 11:30 a.m., CLC. Bring 
food for your family to share. The church will provide drinks and paper products.

CHURCH’S THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY SCHEDULE - The church offi ce 
will be closed November 21 - 23. Wednesday evening activities on November 21 will 
not be held.

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE WITH FBC CASTLE STREET at Embassy 
Suites at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate our 175th Anniversary and their 165th Anniversary.

ADVENT BEGINS Sunday, December 2.


