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Welcome, new members!

Financial Report

Our Ministers

Reminders

Bible Study Members

Hannah White - 3’s & PreK
Helen Ponder - Joy Class

FALL BREAK

October 7 - 11

Wednesday evening activities

will not be held October 9

FALL FESTIVAL

Saturday, October 19

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CLC & Fellowship Hall 

PIANO RECITAL BY PAT WARD

Sunday, October 20

3:00 PM

Year to Date

Budget Requirements                  $281,769.24

Budget Receipts                             $279,954.12

Designated Receipts                     $190,057.44

L.I.F.E. Campaign Receipts 

  to Date                                         $1,032,212.71

Outstanding Loan Balance

                                                            $385,506.35

State Missions O" ering                     $2,567.00
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Dr. Bill Owen

Interim Pastor

Rev. Phil Potratz, 

Minister of Christian Formation

Rev. David Cates, Minister of Students

Pam Pilote, Minister of Senior Adults 

& Congregational Care

Bryan Anderson, Minister of Music

Rev. David Berg, Minister of Preschool/Children

AN AERIAL VIEW OF OUR WORK TOGETHER

By Dr. Bill Owen will engage as sizable a portion of  the 
congregation as possible. Again, you matter. 

Some of  the goals for the Self  Study 
Phase include: 

• Engagement in the practice 
of  Spiritual Discernment, in 
conjunction with Appreciative Inquiry 
methodology, to create a healthy 
process of  self-study.

• Conduct an orientation for the Search 
Committee as we prepare for three 
Congregational Conversations, which 
will be carefully designed to identify 
core positives of  the church, unique 
challenges at this moment in the 
church’s life, and opportunities that the 
church hopes to engage.

• Establish an appropriate timeline and 
process for the congregation to follow 
during the time of  transition.

• Establish a process for congregational 
input into the creation of  a 
Congregational Profi le and a Pastor 
Profi le.  

• Work with all staff  members as 
necessary to plan for logistical and 
leadership issues that will arise during 
the transition. 

• Enable the church to see the time of  
transition as opportunity as well as 
challenge. 

• Engage the congregation fully in the 
time of  transition so that celebration, 
grief  and a sense of  anticipation about 
the future are fully expressed.

Once the congregational self-study is 
complete, we will be ready to turn to the 
Active Search Phase for your next pastor.  

So, for now, pray much and be on the 
watch for the “timeline” of  events on 
the Church Calendar.  We really mean 
it when we say, “You matter.”  

Welcome to the work.  
Perhaps the most 
important thing you 
will hear me say during 
this time of  transition 
is that “you matter.”  
Every person, “young, 
old and in-between,” 

is needed at the table for this work of  
preparing ourselves for the next chapter 
in the church’s life and ministry.  So, 
please don’t underestimate the worth of  
your contribution.  You matter—so…

• Pray individually and collectively

• Collaborate/participate as a body

• Re-imagine the possibilities

• And dare to dream a “God-sized” 
future beyond our present reality.

First, you have heard me suggest the 
necessity of  a supportive, consistent 
framework of  discernment.  

• Our prayer is fi rst and foremost for 
our church-elected Pastor Search 
Committee. The committee members 
are—

 Jim Cotey, Betty Dixon, Gary Green, 
Ircel Harrison, Dale Krisle, David 

Peterson, Sean Prince, Cindy Sullivan

• Pray for a healthy process. You have 
elected a strong team of  committed 
leaders. But this is the work of  the 
church at large, not just the PSC.  You 
matter.

The second step is the Self  Study 
Phase. This will require 4-5 months 
of  congregational work that results 
in two important documents: a 
“Congregational Profi le” and a “Next 
Pastor Profi le.”  

Three congregational conversations 



The start of  a new school year brings many changes 
for youth: new classes, new teachers, new lockers, new 
pathways, even new schools. When starting the fall 2019 
semester the youth of  FBC were greeted with something 
else new…MIDWEEK. 

For a number of  years the Wednesday night gathering 
for middle and high schoolers was called “Endeavor.” 
This name refl ected our emphasis and focus during that 
period of  youth ministry programming. Over time, as is 
often the case, circumstances change and old ideas some-
times grow legs and move on. As a result of  ongoing 
discussions, the idea emerged that this time in our weekly 
programming should be re-envisioned. From these con-
versations, “MIDWEEK” emerged as a straightforward 
moniker for Wednesdays during the school year. This 
gathering time is conceptualized as an open opportunity 
for youth to feel comfortable inviting friends who may 
not have a church home, may not currently be active in a 
church, or may have never been involved in church. The 
main emphasis is simple and fl exible, giving a multitude 
of  possibilities for what happens on a given Wednesday. 

Each week during MIDWEEK, youth share community 
through informal conversations, have meaningful wor-
ship experiences, and engage in discussions utilizing our 

monthly series centered on topics such as relationships, 
identity, doubt, justice, habits and family. In September 
we began utilizing the tagline “Disconnect to Reconnect” 
to direct how we want to approach MIDWEEK. We are 
encouraging our youth to disconnect from school work, 
extracurriculars, phones, distractions and other teen 
stressors in order to reconnect with our faith family at 
the midpoint of  our week. We are excited for the new 
school year and a new emphasis toward spiritual growth 
in various arenas.

Please continue to pray for our youth leaders who so 
willingly give of  their time, energy and love for the youth 
of  FBC:

Benjamin Cates Bailey Mangrum Alexandra Sharp
Natalie Cates Brad Newberry Davis Sharp
Joe Collier Kelly Newberry Rebecca Spahr
Ryleigh Harbin Nathan Osborne Scott Spahr
Andy Jakes Ben Parris Cindy Sullivan
Shannon Jakes Caitlyn Parris Ben Wells
Dale Krisle Stephen Ricketts Bobby Wells
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STUDENT MINISTRY

KEEPING IT SIMPLE WITH “MIDWEEK”
By David Cates

MUSIC MINISTRY

WORSHIP REACHES ACROSS MAIN STREET
By Bryan Anderson

“Then with all the happy throng 
we’ll rejoice!”  What a beautiful 
sentiment about that glorious day 
when we all join with the heavenly 
hosts to sing God’s praises!  And 
what a glimpse of  this we all 
experienced on Sunday morning, 
September 8 as fellow Christians 
from both Fist Baptist Church 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
fi lled the Sanctuary here at 200 
East Main Street.  Members of  

both congregations as well as 
guests attended the joint worship 
service featuring guest preacher Dr. 
Miroslav Volf  and a combined choir 
from both churches.

The morning was infused with a 
spirit of  joy, hospitality, and unity.  
Sisters and brothers in Christ 
raised their voices together with 
hymns like, “Come, Christians, 
Join to Sing,” and, “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness.”  Prayers were offered 
corporately and worship was lead 
by members and clergy from both 
congregations.  Dr. Volf  preached 
an empowering sermon on being a 
people of  the cross.

When the service concluded, 
conversations broke out around the 
room.  The pervading comment 

was, “We should do things like this 
more often.” This sentiment was 
echoed in the rest of  the fi nal verse 
of  the combined choirs’ anthem, 
“Saints Bound for Heaven,” which 
was quoted at the beginning of  this 

article: “Shouting glory to our King, 
till the vaults of  heaven ring, and 
thro’ all eternity we’ll rejoice!”  May 
we, as members of  Christ’s heavenly 
kingdom on earth, shout His glory 
and rejoice together, both inside and 
outside the church walls throughout 
all eternity, both then and now!



This past month our Preschool and Children’s Sunday 
School classes have transitioned to new curricula, “First 
Look” for our Preschoolers and “252 Kids” for the 
Children. These curricula are published by a company 
called Orange. One of  the things I love about the 
way Orange writes their materials is that they strive to 
include elements for all styles of  learning in order to 
provide every child with an opportunity to learn and 
grow in their discipleship to Christ. I also appreciate that 
they place a high emphasis on the importance of  faith 
at home. As shown in the image included in this article, 
they believe that a greater spiritual impact is made when 
the two infl uences of  church (yellow) and home (red) 
are combined (orange) in making disciples of  children 
and teens than when the two infl uences work separately.

Orange provides many great tools and resources for 
parents and teachers, from books, to 
blogs, to podcasts, and even mobile 
apps! I would strongly encourage all of  
our Preschool and Children’s parents to 
download the Parent Cue app on their 

phones, sign up and join our church’s group, and take 
advantage of  the materials they provide to help you 
as you seek to guide and cultivate your children’s faith. 
You’ll fi nd videos to watch with your kids from their 
Sunday school lessons, questions to ask and activities to 
do that will help reinforce what they are learning, and 
many other pieces of  information that I hope will prove 
to be useful. I’m excited about our new curriculum and 
for the future of  our Preschool and Children’s Ministries 
as we continue to work together to make disciples of  the 
children of  this church! 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

EXCITING NEW “ORANGE” CURRICULUM
By David Berg

Our church response to the LIFE 
Campaign has been amazing 
and encouraging!  To-date, 
$1,032,212.71 has been given toward 
this campaign.  The campaign 
commitment was that all receipts will 
be divided 50/50 toward reducing 
our church debt and toward needed 
building renovations.  Since last 
November when the campaign 
started, our church indebtedness 
has decreased from $930,441 to 
$385,506.  This is saving the church 
thousands of  dollars in interest each 
year!  It will be attractive to a future 
Pastor to be coming to a church not 
saddled with a large debt.  It is also 
a gift to future generations of  our 
church.

On the Renovations side, we have 
a Renovations Committee which 
is working diligently to oversee 
needed facility improvements.  The 
HVAC system in CrossMain had 
long exceeded its life span, and 
it was replaced in March with a 

more effi cient system at a cost of  
$112,356.  

The next project in terms of  priority 
is to renovate 8 bathrooms in the 
2-story and 3-story buildings.  The 
most cost-effective way to do this, 
however, is to wait until near the 
end of  the 3-year LIFE campaign 
when other projects using similar 
contractors will be done at the same 
time.

Next month, around Fall Break 
(October 3-15) plans are underway 
to do two smaller projects. 

In Fellowship Hall all the old 
movable partitions (which no longer 
move very well!) will be removed 
and permanent walls will be installed 
to create 2 classrooms on the right 
side entering Fellowship Hall.  The 
carpet will be removed and non-
skid luxury vinyl tile installed on 
the fl oor.  This fl ooring is similar to 
most restaurants and is much more 

suited in a room which serves food 
on a regular basis.  Finally, the room 
will be repainted.

The second project for Fall Break is 
to enlarge room 200A.  This room 
is used as an assembly room each 
Sunday for children from Kind – 5th 
grade.  The wall between 200A and 
200B will be moved over and a new 
doorway into the hallway created.  
The fl ooring will be changed from 
carpet to Luxury Vinyl Tile with 
area rugs.   The A/V in this space 
will also be upgraded to be more 
current.

Finally, the Renovations Committee 
was instructed by the church to 
use existing funds to create a new 
parking lot across Vine Street from 
the CLC entrance.  The committee 
is in the fi nal stages of  planning for 
this project.   We will let you know 
when dates are fi nalized.

I am so grateful to be part of  a 
church which is both generous in 
its giving and forward thinking in its 
facilities!

RENOVATIONS PROJECTS BEGINNING OCTOBER 3
By Phil Potratz
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On Sunday afternoon, September 8, 
people from Middle Tennessee and 
as far away as Lexington, Kentucky 
came to our sanctuary to hear Dr. 
Miroslav Volf  give the 2019 Dr. 
Martin McCullough lecture.  Martin 
McCullough was a consummate 
educator and member of  First 
Baptist Church. This lecture series 
was established by his brother and 
sister in law, Hubert and the late 
Dene McCullough, in his honor.  This 
year’s lecturer, Dr. Miroslav Volf, is 
the Henry B. Wright Professor of  
systematic Theology at Yale Divinity 
School and author of  more than a 
dozen books – many of  which are in 
our church library.

Dr. Volf ’s lecture focused on the 
question “What Does it take to be 
a Flourishing Human Being?”  He 
observed the wonder and beauty 
of  humanity as God has created us, 
and then challenged the audience to 
refl ect on the question “What kind 
of  life is worthy of  our humanity?”   
He noted that for 2 millennia this 
was THE question which religious 
teachers and philosophers focused on.  

In recent 
years, 
however, 
our vision 
of  “The 
Good Life” 
has become 
privatized.  
In our 
culture 
people have 
decided 
that no 
philosopher 
or religious 
leader can 
tell us what 
is good for 
us.  We are the experts, we think, and 
can decide what feels right to us.

This is a mistake, Volf  stated.  He 
appealed to his audience to return 
to the rich thinking and traditions 
which have been handed down to us 
through the centuries.  An example 
is St. Francis of  Assisi, who was 
wealthy, but found deep fulfi llment 
by embracing poverty.   One thing 
we must guard against, Volf  warned, 

is letting the “means” become the 
“ends.”  e.g.  Money is a means to 
fl ourishing, but certainly not the end.   
Living for pleasure alone will likewise 
disappoint us.  

Dr. Volf  challenged us to continue 
to refl ect deeply on this question of  
how to live our lives with meaning.  
Our Christian faith teaches us to love 
God with all our heart and love our 
neighbor.  Christ gave us a model 
of  self-giving love as a life full of  
meaning.   Each of  us needs to go 
on our own journey of  discovery to 
determine what success as a human 
being means for us.  Dr. Volf  closed 
by stating that this is the most 
neglected question of  our culture.

A reception was held in the Welcome 
Center, 
which 
allowed 
continued 
interaction 
with Dr. 
Volf  as 
well as rich 
fellowship 
among 
those who 
attended the 
lecture.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION MINISTRY

DR. VOLF DELIVERS DR. MARTIN MCCULLOUGH LECTURE
By Phil Potratz



Tuesday, October 1
 10:45 am Adults on Mission, Room 107

Wednesday, October 2
 6:00 pm “II Corinthians,” led by Larry
   Taylor, Fellowship Hall
  “Understanding World
   Religions,” led by Phil 
   Potratz, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room
 7:00 pm Renovations Committee,
   Conference Room

Friday, October 4
 10:00 am Joyful Sound Choir at Adams’
   Place Healthcare

Monday, October 7 (Fall Break)

Tuesday, October 8 (Fall Break)
 12:00 pm Round Table II, Room 107

Wednesday, October 9 (Fall Break)
Evening activities will not be held.

Thursday, October 10 (Fall Break)

Friday, October 11 (Fall Break)

Sunday, October 13
 10:30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
 3:00 pm Deacons’ Ministry Night

Tuesday, October 15
 4:30 pm Budget & Finance Committee,
   Conference Room
 6:30 pm Men’s Small Group, 
   Conference Room

Wednesday, October 16
 6:00 pm Quarterly Business Meeting,
   Fellowship Hall

Friday, October 18
 10:45 am Young at Heart, Fellowship
   Hall

Saturday, October 19
 10:00 am Fall Festival, until 12:00 pm

Sunday, October 20
 1:30 pm Missions Committee, 
   Conference Room
 3:00 pm Pat Ward’s Recital, Sanctuary

Tuesday, October 22
 9:00 am Senior Adults tour Woodbury

Wednesday, October 23
 6:00 pm Fellowship Hall Bible Study
  “Visual Art & Christianity,” led 
   by Cindy Sullivan, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room

Friday, October 25
 10:00 am Joyful Sound Choir at Adams’
   Place Assisted Living Soda
   Shop

Wednesday, October 30
 6:00 pm Fellowship Hall Bible Study
  “Visual Art & Christianity,” led 
   by Cindy Sullivan, Room 107
  “Ceramics,” led by Daune
   Jordan, Arts & Crafts Room

Friday, November 1
 10:00 am Joyful Sound Choir at
   Elmcroft (formerly
   Broadmore)

O.T. CHALLENGE READINGS 

FOR OCTOBER

Job 8 - Isaiah 25

Psalms 129 - Proverbs 1

A detailed reading schedule 

may be found on our website

 www.fbcmboro.org

under the “News” tab. 

Sunday
 8:45 am  Media Library Open
 9:15 am  Bible Study
 10:30 am  Worship
 6:00 pm Youth Small Groups,
   Meet in Host Homes 

Monday

 9:30 am Beginners’ Watercolor,

   Arts & Crafts Room

Tuesday
 4:45 pm  Basketball, CLC
 6:30 pm JCM, CrossMain
 7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 
   #416, Basement, CLC
  Cub Scouts, Room 208

Wednesday
 9:00 am  Media Library Open
 5:00 pm  Fellowship Dinner,
   Fellowship Hall
 5:30 pm Nursery for Children,   
   Birth - 2 years, Nursery  
   Suite
 5:40 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Choirs
   Youth Midweek, 
   CrossMain
   Prayer Time, 
   Fellowship Hall
 6:00 pm  Adult Deeper Classes
 6:20 pm  Preschool & Children’s  
   Missions
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal

Thursday
 9:30 am  Watercolor, Arts &   

   Crafts Room

SEPTEMBER
WEEKLY at FBC



On Call this Month Announcements
September 29 - October 5
 Sta" 

Phil Potratz - 615.830.7790

Deacons
David Dykes - 615.895.8962

Cory Call - 615.293.7015
John Stracener - 615.848.8005

John Ward - 615.310.2137

October 6 - 12
 Sta" 

David Berg - 205.517.1250

Deacons 
David Peterson - 615.418.6791
Carl McKnight - 615.893.4489

Butch Campbell - 615.896.1951
Mark Ricketts - 615.653.3081

October 13 - 19
 Sta" 

Bryan Anderson - 615.519.0875

Deacons 
Sean Prince - 615.713.0776

Jenni Stinnett - 615.848.4900
Jim Cotey - 615.948.4755

Billy Vaughn - 615.867.8713

October 20 - 26
 Sta" 

David Cates - 615.273.2806

Deacons 
Ben Wells - 615.849.9685

Randy Bozeman - 615.456.5645
Jim Whitaker - 423.903.0641

Dale Krisle - 615.804.6588

October 27 - November 2
 Sta" 

Pam Pilote - 615.631.6402

Deacons
Jim Whitaker - 423.903.0641

Pete Adams - 615.542.2370
Sheryl Chesnutt - 615.439.7427

Je"  Fryer - 615.653.3411

SLIDES FROM THE TOWN HALL MEETING on Sunday, September 22 
are available for viewing on our web site (www.fbcmboro.org). Under the “News” 
tab, click on “Transition Process Town Hall Slides.”

RENOVATIONS of  our Fellowship Hall and Children’s Assembly rooms are 
scheduled to take place between October 3 - 15. More details are in one of  the 
articles in this Witness.

CHANCEL CHOIR CHIRISTMAS MUSIC - The Chancel Choir is busy 
preparing Christmas Music already! Rehearsals are at 7:00 p.m.  on Wednesday 
evenings. All singers high school age and up are invited to come sing!

MISSION ACTION PROJECT FOR OCTOBER - Shoeboxes for Appalachia, a 
program of  Olive Branch Ministries of  Southern Kentucky. Boxes will be available 
on Sunday, September 29. Suggested items for each box for grades K-6 will be listed 
in the Donation Area. Be sure to write BOY or GIRL on the outside of  the box if  it 
is gender specifi c. Please do not put candy in the boxes. Place boxes in the donation 
area by Sunday, November 3.

CURRENT DEEPER CLASSES FOR ADULTS CONTINUE on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. through October 2. New classes beginning October 23 are: 
     Fellowship Hall Bible Study with various leaders.
     “Visual Art & Christianity,” led by Cindy Sullivan, Room 107.
     “Ceramics,” led by Daune Jordan, Arts and Crafts Room.

WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES will not be held October 9 due to Fall 
Break.

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING - Wednesday, October 16, 6:00 p.m., Fel-
lowship Hall.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNERS - 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. If  you have 
not already, everyone needs to make a reservation for dinner. Please be sure to let us 
know if  you want a standing reservation or just for the one Wednesday evening by 
calling the church offi ce at 615.893.2514 or go to our website, www.fbcmboro.org, 
and click on Fellowship Meal under the “news” tab.

ADULTS ON MISSION - Tuesday, October 1, 10:45 a.m., Room 107. We will 
organize the purses from the September Mission Action and share a potluck lunch 
at noon.

MEDICARE PART D OPEN ENROLLMENT - October 15 through Decem-
ber 6. Contact Pam Pilote at 615.893.2514 if  you would like to examine your Part D 
options for 2020.

YOUNG AT HEART - Friday, October 18, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall. Fish Fry! 
Cost: $8.00. Program: Stones River Battlefeld. Reservations required by calling the 
church (615.893.2514) or sign up in your Bible Study class soon. 

FALL FESTIVAL - Saturday, October 19, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Come 
enjoy infl atables, face painting, a cake walk, and more! This event is family friendly, 
free, and open to the public, so invite your friends!

40th ANNIVERSARY RECITAL BY PAT WARD - Sunday, October 20, 3:00 
p.m., in the sanctuary.

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE - Sunday, November 3, 10:30 a.m. During 
worship we will read the names of  those loved ones we have lost this past year. If  
you have lost a loved one this past year who you would like to have added to our list, 
please call the church offi ce (615.893.2514).


